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Introduction

AGS-UTSC is a member community of World Student Community of

Sustainable Development, WSC-SD, and every year, several students from our

community attend the Annual Meeting of WSC-SD, now named as Student Summit for

Sustainability (SSS).

This year, SSS was hosted by WSC-SD Regina, a member student community

in Regina, Canada in May. 8 students (5 Japanese and 3 foreign students) from

AGS-UTSC participated this SSS08 and it was supported by AGS UT and General

Engineering. We all had different backgrounds and different interests regarding

sustainability, which worked well during the preparation period for attending SSS and

also during the program in Canada representing UT. The one week experience in Regina

for SSS was totally great and inspiring for all of us who attended, and thus, we would

like to share this experience with all the member students of AGS-UTSC and also with

others by having this report.

The theme for Student Summit for Sustainability 2008 was � Societies of

Tomorrow� . Sub-topics for it were 1. Urban Infrastructure, 2. Energy and Environment,

and 3. Economic and Social Development. The whole program was organized based on

these topics and details are shown below in the figure.  About 80 students from 30

countries with various backgrounds came to attend this summit.

Marie Onga

Figure: Schedule of SSS2008 Regina
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Program

Opening Ceremony

Student Summit for Sustainability 2008 opened with a gorgeous ceremony. We,

participants gathered in a party hall on campus welcomed by organizers. There were

also guests from University of Regina, sponsor companies and local government. It

started with National Anthem sang by Matt Rapley, Canadian Idol Finalist, followed by

Opening Remarks by Meka Okochi, Conference Chair and President, University of

Regina Students for Sustainability (WSC-SD Regina). He started his passionate speech

talking about how he decided to host the summit, mentioning one in Tokyo last year. �I
met wonderful people and they helped me believe that we can change the world.� He
explained that �Societies of Tomorrow�, this year�s theme, focuses on engaging young
people to build on the advancement of today, see beyond the challenges into the

opportunities, and work together to bring alive innovative solutions that will enhance

our common future. The phrase that I liked most, in his speech was,

�Don�t let people say �you can not do it� because we can do it.�
All the participants were given enough passion to talk about their own vision and dream

actively during the coming summit by this speech, I believe.

They prepared nice Canadian food and music played by students from University of

Regina.

After talking to each other and saying hello to guests, we had several speeches

started from Ms. Judy Amundson, AVP, Student Affairs, University of Regina. She

showed the warmest welcome and how University of Regina supports SSS2008.

Support from university is definitely important for SSS. This is something we felt

during the one last year in Tokyo. Mayor�s Greetings and Welcome Speech was done by
an officer proxy for Mayor of City of Regina. Because Regina is a growing city at the

present, he talked that it is a big challenge to design it as a �Sustainable City�. He
sounded very eager to let young people lead the society, which made me feel

encouraging.

Then here came Mr. Phillip Osano, Global Youth Leader and Sauve Leadership

Scholar. Suave Foundation is known widely as one of biggest foundations supporting

social entrepreneurs.

As Closing Remarks, Carl Justin Kamp, WSC-SD President came up and

talked about how he was excited about SSS2008 to feel the energy and possibilities of

young people. He also introduced WSC-SD in a way all the participants could realize

that it is an annual meeting of WSC-SD.
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The organizers did great in breaking ice by preparing welcome atmosphere. Everyone

was excited. Everything was set. We all were expecting the great summit ever.

After a great ice breaking�

_

Report written by Ayumi Arakawa
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Lectures

Climate Change � The Challenges for Western Canada

Presentation by Dave Sauchyn , Prairie Adaptation, Research Collaborative, University

of Regina

May 13, 2008, 9:00 a.m., Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

This presentation was given on Day 2 and it was an introductory lecture about

the global situation of Climate Change, especially focusing on the seriousness in

Western Canada. Although I had known about a rough situation of Climate Change, I

didn�t know the detail and the overview of the problem. However, the lecture was a
systematic and comprehensive one so that I could get the whole situation of Climate

change. In addition, this lecture was significant because all the participants , which have

different academic backgrounds and levels of knowledge, could share the common

awareness of the issues about Climate Change.

Mr. Sauchyn argued that global temperature has risen dramatically for these 30

years. He also claimed that the rising rate of temperature is especially high in

Saskatchewan, Canada. Regarding precipitation ratio, he said that in 40-60 years, we

have more rain in winter, in which we don�t need much water, and we have less rain in

summer, in which we need water. In conclusion, he claimed that most of the observed

increase in globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20the century is very likely

due to the observed increase in anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations.

We all felt that human should do some actions for solving the problem, because

we humans are the main cause of Climate Change as the lecture told us. I reconfirmed

that Climate Change was really serious and was progressing globally. I, as Japanese,

strongly felt that I should take the problem seriously because the problem is global and

other countries like Canada are suffering from Climate Change due to our economic

growth or industrialization.

_

Report written by Takuma Iino
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Sustainable Urban Infr astructure � Global Challenges and Opportunities

Presentation by Mr. John D. Lee , President, Communities of Tomorrow

May 13, 2008, 9:50 a.m., Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

In his brilliant presentation, Mr. John D. Lee emphasized the importance of

sustainable urban infrastructures to the sound, healthy and successful existence of the

human population. The need for efficient infrastructure facilities such as access to good

roads and public transportation, clean and potable water supply and effective waste

disposal systems, is especially critical nowadays in almost all cities worldwide as a

result of the rapid global urbanization experienced by the twentieth century. Moreover,

this situation is compounded by the effects of climate change and its potential impacts

on existing and prospective infrastructure networks. Hence, the challenge today is to

come up with modern, innovative, sustainable and longer lasting infrastructure solutions

that will not only cater to the demands of the escalating number of people living in

cities and urban areas but also withstand the current environmental concerns and

adversities. In this light, Mr. Lee offered the prospects of innovative applied research,

profitable green businesses and enduring technologies as potential measures to achieve

these objectives and ultimately move forward.

Communities of Tomorrow (CT) is a worthy example of one organization

veered toward achieving the abovementioned goals. It seeks to transform the current

world to a more sustainable living environment through longer lasting and more

environmentally friendly infrastructures. The company brings together industry firms,

municipalities and researchers to capitalize on this unique opportunity by

collaboratively developing innovative solutions to existing or future infrastructure

challenges while at the same time helping to boost the economy of Saskatchewan, its

local headquarter. Founded by an elite group of partners including the Western

Economic Diversification Canada, Saskatchewan Enterprise and Innovation, City of

Regina, National Research Council and the University of Regina, CT provides a variety

of services to industry and researchers to facilitate in the transition of their innovations

from the idea phase to the commercialization stage including, among others, the

following:
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� Idea Generation, Feasibility and Support,

� Competitive Intelligence and Market Analysis Support,

� Accessibility to Research Partners,

� Early Phase Concept and Prototype Financial Support,

� Access to the �Livi ng Lab�,
� Commercialization Support, and

� Facilitation between Industry, Researchers, Municipalities and Support

Agencies.

With its primary mission of fostering the development and commercialization of

innovative infrastructure solutions for the global marketplace, CT truly contributes to

the overarching goal of delivering infrastructure systems that meet the needs of the

current and future generations in a socially, economically and environmentally

sustainable manner.

In general, Mr. Lee�s presentation is both enlightening and inspiring. It presents

the obvious problems relating to urban infrastructure provision that face our societies

these days and urges concerned entities to act proactively in order to circumvent these

obstacles. He encourages city leaders, urban planners, researchers and all interested

individuals to start thinking of innovative ways to develop sustainable water, sewer,

roads and other infrastructure systems.  By sharing his experience in leading CT and

his involvement in the organization�s various projects, he offers viable ideas and means
to achieve our common goal of a more livable world in the not so distant future. Clearly,

CT�s initiatives and strategies prove to be practical and optimistic solutions worth
replicating in other areas, both locally and overseas. Finally, Mr. Lee concludes that

through the collective efforts of everyone, we can definitely realize our lifelong dream

of a sustainable world � a world that truly belongs to the communities of tomorrow.
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_

Report written by Patrick John R. Ramos

For more information on Communities of Tomorrow , refer to: http://www.CTinfo.ca

Photo: Mr. John Lee�s presentation about theCommunities of Tomorrow (CT) on the Student Summit for

Sustainability 2008 (Source: Author)
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Solar Energy � The Solution to Global Warming

Presentation by Mr.T erry Stott , Chief Operating Officer & Quality Manager, Solar

Hydrogen Energy Corporation (SHEC)

May 13, 2008, 10:25 a.m., Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

SHEC has been a world leader in clean renewable hydrogen research and is

about to become one of the world leaders in hydrogen production with its innovative

use of the sun's energy to create hydrogen from landfill gas. Not only will SHEC create

a valuable fuel source, but it will do so by using a form of renewable methane and

mitigating greenhouse gas emissions from landfill sites.

SHEC has constructed and demonstrated a Dry Fuel Reformation (DFR)

system to produce hydrogen using methane that is powered primarily by

sunlight-focusing mirrors. The system comprises a solar mirror array, an advanced solar

concentrator, a shutter system to control the amount of radiant energy entering the

reactor, and two thermo-catalytic reactors that will convert methane, carbon dioxide and

water into hydrogen.

Methane from sources such as biogas, landfill gas, flare gas, stranded gas and

coal-bed methane is recovered through a collection system consisting of a series of

pipes in the ground. When using SHEC's proprietary process and using renewable

methane sources high purity hydrogen and commercial grade carbon dioxide are

produced.

Renewable methane generated from biomass and converted to hydrogen using

SHEC's processes results in both a reduction in harmful methane gas entering the

atmosphere (methane is 21x more harmful to the environment than carbon dioxide) and

provides significantly reduced carbon dioxide emissions over most traditional hydrogen

production technologies.
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Traditionally, hydrogen is produced by splitting the hydrogen molecules from

fossil fuels. This process is a net energy user, as the energy needed to split the molecules

often comes from electricity or natural gas.

SHEC's process is unique because it not only diminishes greenhouse gasses by

consuming the methane and carbon dioxide emitted by landfills, but uses the sun for the

required process heat to drive the reaction that in turn provides a renewable source of

energy and when the process uses sunlight, leads to a net energy gain.

The test facility in Arizona has shown that for every 1 m³ of methane feed produces

approximately 3.9 m³ of hydrogen in the process. In energy terms 1 m³ of methane

equals approximately 40 MJ of thermal energy and 3.9 m³ of hydrogen equals

approximately 45.7 MJ of thermal energy, which is a net energy gain of over 14% for

the demonstration unit.

SHEC�s technology is unbelievable. To make hydrogen, we used to use a lot of

energy. SHEC uses renewable energy, solar power and diminish greenhouse gas to make

hydrogen energy. As hydrogen energy appliances is getting more attention , SHEC has

wide-open view to the future that hydrogen energy will be made most use of it.

_

Report written by Ryu Yanagisawa
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Sustainability and Economic Diversification

Presentation by Ms. Susan J. Gorges , Chief Executive Officer, SpringBoard West

Innovation Inc., Saskatchewan, Canada

May 13, 2008, 11:10 a.m., Plenary Session (Regina Inn-Wascana Ballroom A), Regina,

Saskatchewan, Canada

In this presentation, Ms. Gorges highlighted the importance and opportunities

of an �Innovation Culture� that is focused on solving problems in an environmentally

friendly way. Nowadays major corporations everywhere are promoting their Green

Initiatives, Green Products, Green Culture and it more than just marketing hype. Ms.

Gorges emphasizes that herein lies the opportunity for universities and small companies.

She argues that collaborative research and development is the fastest path from idea to

commercial reality and the youth of the world will reap the maximum benefits.

She starts her mesmerizing presentation with an eye-catching quote- �Vision

without action is hallucination� and the audience soon gets the strong message that mere

ideas have no value unless they are transformed into real actions. So she describes the

mission of herself and her company as to accelerate the transformation of an idea into

reality. She also argues that consumers will vote for the future of the planet with their

money. So, a focus on environmental technology could be a big business initiative for

the company. It can be a win-win situation.

She names today�s young students as the �Green Generation� , because they are

the most concerned generation about environmental issues in the history of the world.

And this �Green Generation�, gradually turning out to be the driving force of consumer

community, has got the power to make corporations and governments change their

attitude. The state governments as well as big corporations see the writing on the wall.

So, there is no alternative but to innovate new products and new services for a bright

future- and businesses that can �do well while doing good�! That means the businesses

that can make profit while being friendly to the environment.

The opportunity is there; as consumers are ready to pay premiums for �green�

products and socially responsible investment is also the new buzz. But there are
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obviously some challenges or trade-offs like the rising labor costs, development of

climate-friendly production mechanism etc. But the biggest challenge from Ms. Gorges�

point of view is that large corporations are not designed for innovations as the research

and development functions of these organizations have been downsized over the years.

So, here she again suggests that small technology companies should provide the

solution to this problem through their �Green Innovations�.

But, there are a few preconditions a few steps that have to be taken by the

regulatory authorities to facilitate the commercialization of these �Green Technologies�.

They are as follows:

-Government subsidies

-Research grants

-Overall economic development

-Tax credit

-Technological Commercialization etc.

Ms. Gorges shows some examples that countries like Scotland, Ireland, New

Zealand and Singapore have succeeded in the commercialization of �Green

Technologies� by taking the measures mentioned above. So, according to her, every

country on the globe also has got the potential to success provided she can combine her

environment-friendly technological innovations with business expertise.

_

Report written by Sakeb Arefin Khan

For more information on SpringBoard Innovation West I nc ,

refer to: http://www.springboardwest.ca/
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Sustainable Business: A Paradox or a Solution

Presentation by Mr. Victor Thomas , Entrepreneur and Business Consultant

May 15, 2008, 10:10 a.m., Conexus Arts Centre, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Mr. Victor Thomas�s presentation examined different businesses and their

approaches in the social and environmental realms. It presented how businesses relate to

informed and enlightened consumers and how they adapt to changes that are crucial to

survive in the current economy. Mr. Thomas started his talk by articulating that a

surprisingly huge percentage, approximately 90%, of the world�s annual business

transactions and sales revenues belong to the top 100 biggest corporations or the

so-called Fortune 100 companies such as General Electric, Wal-Mart Stores,

International Business Machines or IBM, Ford Motor, AT&T and others. Clearly, these

companies play crucial roles in directing and shaping the current and future global

business environments. But more importantly, they can be active proponents and

partners in promoting sustainable business solutions that will help transform our world

in a more social, economical and environment-friendly setting.

In his talk, Mr. Thomas highlighted that consumers nowadays are aware of our

world�s current environmental problems and as a result, they are slightly more

conscious of the products and services that they patronize. Recognizing this situation,

both big and small businesses believe that environmental due diligence and Corporate

Social Responsibility (CSR) aspects of their companies� performances are becoming

more important to brand and reputation and can certainly influence financials and the

value of their enterprises. Hence, these companies start to incorporate sound and

sustainable practices in their processes and business models and spend a considerable

amount of resources to come up with more socially and environmentally-friendly

products and services without, of course, compromising their commercial profitability.

Undoubtedly, there is a growing acknowledgment and consensus among these key

players that the critical role of modern businesses in the present time is to provide ever

better goods and services in a manner that is profitable, ethical and respects the

environment, individuals and the societies in which they operate. Only through this

approach can we truly consider sustainable businesses as positive solutions rather than

paradoxes.
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Overall, a business model that integrates social and environmental

consideration is the fundamental lesson evident from Mr. Thomas�s presentation. It

simply indicates that high financial returns can go hand in hand with respect for human

rights and the preservation of our planet�s natural resources. Moreover, it calls for

existing businesses to adapt to the present global challenges and make the necessary

changes in order to meet the demands of the current world economy. It leaves an

important message that responsible businesses can also be profitable businesses.

Therefore, business leaders and entrepreneurs must bear in mind the simple formula for

success: economic dynamism combined with environmental and social responsibility.

Or put simply, business and the environment: who cares, wins!

_

Report written by Patrick John R. Ramos

Photo: Mr. Victor Thomas giving a presentation on the Student Summit for Sustainability 2008

(Source: Author)
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Student Entrepreneurship: An OIKOS journey

Presentation by Ms. Katharina Beck , President, Oikos International, Switzerland

May 15, 2008, 10:40 a.m., Conexus Arts Centre, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Ms. Katharina Beck�s presentation recounts the journey to OIKOS�s success as

a leading student organization. OIKOS is the international student organization for

sustainable economics and management. In 20 local chapters worldwide, OIKOS

student entrepreneurs are integrating sustainability issues into the curricula of their

universities and starting up their own projects to create awareness among tomorrow�s

decision makers.

OIKOS was founded in 1987 as a local students' initiative at the University of

St. Gallen, Switzerland, with a focus on environmental issues in the economy. Over the

years OIKOS slowly began to widen its offering to speeches, workshops and

conferences to integrate environmental issues into the curricula of economics and

management programs. In 1997, OIKOS decided to internationalize its activities and to

strengthen ecological and social awareness among students around the world. Since

then, many new groups were founded in many parts of Europe, Asia and Africa and

today OIKOS International is a stable network of about twenty local chapters.

The vision of OIKOS is the promotion of �sustainability change agents� that are

the students capable of changing tomorrow�s world. Ms. Beck describes the mission of

her organization as the mission to strengthen action competence for sustainable

development among tomorrow�s decision makers. To target this objective, OIKOS

1. increase awareness for sustainability opportunities and challenges focusing on

students of management and economics

2. foster their ability not only to analyze long-term economic, environmental and

social trends, but also implement sustainability driven innovation

3. create institutional support for these learning processes through the integration

of sustainability issues in research and teaching at the world�s faculties for management

and economics.

The organizational setup of OIKOS is based on three independent but mutually
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inter-connected wings that are Oikos Local Chapters, Oikos International and Oikos

Foundation. Oikos Local Chapters are legal entities with statutes that are in accordance

with the international oikos Constitution. These chapters are located at universities

worldwide. Each Chapter is governed by a Board (elected by the Legislative Meeting)

and supported by an Advisory Council. Oikos International is the umbrella organization

(i.e. the members of oikos International are not individuals but members or alumni of

oikos Local Chapters). It is governed by the Executive Board and supported by an

international Advisory Council. The Oikos organization is supported financially and

institutionally by the Oikos Foundation.

Ms. Beck also highlighted on the OIKOS activities that consist of networking,

education and research. Among others they organize lectures, conferences, simulation

games, seminars, as well as practice-oriented learning projects. Their activities are

conducted within the framework of a constructive and open-minded dialogue and reflect

local realities. They network students with representatives from academia, business,

NGOs, politics and media.

In addition to a variety of activities organized independently by Oikos Local Chapters,

Oikos pursues international projects on an ongoing basis to empower students as change

agents, advance the Oikos network and strengthen research and teaching in

sustainability issues. Those projects include OIKOS Winter School, OIKOS Student

Award, OIKOS Project Leadership Program, OIKOS Spring and Autumn Meetings etc.

Thus OIKOS is doing a brilliant contribution to bring together highly

motivated students from around the world in an interactive learning network on

Sustainable Economics and Management. I was very happy to learn that OIKOS has got

a chapter in the North-South University of Dhaka that is my hometown. I wish to

participate and co-operate in their activities whenever I get a chance.
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_

Report written by Sakeb Arefin Khan for AGS UTSC, June9, 2008

For more information on OIKOS International , refer to: www.oikos-international.org

Figure: Organizational Setup of OIKOS(Source: OIKOS International Website)
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Student Entrepreneurship: An OIKOS journey

Presentation by Ms. Katharina Beck , President, Oikos International, Switzerland

May 15, 2008, 10:40 a.m., Conexus Arts Centre, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

�o ikos� is the international student organization for sustainable economics and
management. In 20 Local Chapters worldwide, oikos student entrepreneurs are integrating

sustainability issues into the curricula of their universities and starting up their own projects to

create awareness among tomorrow�s decision makers. Katharina recounts the journey to oikos�
success as a leading student organization.

She gave us a cue to reflect on our status as students. Why do we study for? Classical

university life is like studying to just get job and graduate. It enable us to be self-responsible,

because teachers tell us to study by ourselves, like one man business. That is not what she

wanted from the university life. As students, she became an entrepreneur. It was her answer to

what she does as student status. Not ending up on studying desk, she suggests us to work  on

society in university life.

_

Report written by Ryu Yanagisawa
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The IEA GHG Weyburn - Midale Carbon dioxide(CO 2) Monitoring and Strage

Pro ject

Presentation by Mr.Koorosh Asghari , Associate professor, petroleum Systems

Engineering, University of Regina

May 14, 2008, 8:30 a.m., Institut Francais Theatre �LI216, University of Regina

The IEA GHG Weyburn-Midale CO2 Monitoring and Storage Project is a CO2

geological sequestration and storage demonstration project at EnCana Corporation�s

Weyburn oil field and Apache Inc.�s Midale field in southern Saskatchewan. CO2 is

captured from industrial flue gas and injected into the ground to recover additional

barrels of oil. This combined process of CO2 emissions reduction and enhanced oil

recovery has significant environmental and economic benefits. This project is the

world�s first and largest field demonstration of geological storage, and the University of

Regina played a significant role in its planning, development and research. The

Weyburn Project is managed by the Petroleum Technology Research Centre(PTRC).

_

Report written by Ryu Yanagisawa
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The Environmental Industry � The Saska tchewan Difference

Presentation by Ms. Kathleen Livingston , Executive  Director & Chief Operating

Officer, Saskatchewan Environmental Industry& Managers Association (SEIMA)

May 15, 2008, 11:10 a.m., Conexus Arts Centre, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

This presentation introduced Saskatchewan�s environmental industry, how it

looks like and how unique it is. The Saskatchewan Environmental Industry and

Managers Association (SEIMA) has been existed since 1994 and is the voice of the

environmental industry in Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan�s economy grew by 3.2%,

compared to 2.9% nationally (2005) and the environmental sector is growing annually

at about 13.4%. The single most significant growth-limiting factor is access to qualified

human resources. In Saskatchewan there is a rapidly growing need for practitioners

most particularly at the technician and technologist level entry level. This presentation

also showed how unique Saskatchewan is, by small population, history, rich resources

� based economy, low unemployment rate and extreme climate condition. She ended the

presentation by the invitation to all of us who are interested in environmental industry

coming to Saskatchewan for working in this industry.

Ms. Kathleen Livingston in her presentation, May 15th, 2008

_

Report written by Hoang Thi Mai
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Student presentation

Urban Infrastructure Session

Presentation by XiXi Wei, Jess Schulschenk, Zeeshan Shadid

May 13, 2008, 12:50 a.m., Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

1. Xixi Wei ( China )

Green Beijing, Green Olympics Games � Improvement of the Public Transport

System in Beijing�

As the capital of China, Beijing will hold the grand 2008 Olympic Games but

still the public transport problem is not to be ignored. In recent years, the use of

automobiles has grown remarkably, with roads increasing 4% per year but vehicles

increasing 10% per year .This not only bring traffic jam everyday, but significantly

decrease air quality. For example, compared with the concentration of the whole city,

concentration of vehicle exhaust is 51% in hydrocarbons, 64% in nitrogen oxides, or

92% in carbon monoxide. Three major themes of 2008 Beijing Olympic Game are the

Green Olympics, the High-tech Olympics and the People's Olympics. The core of this

theme not only contain green sports, but also extend to the court, to promote the

function and idea of people and nature, people and people, people and harmonious

development of environment. The government solves the challenge by both static and

dynamic measures. The static measures contain long-term one such as construction and

management of municipal traffic infrastructure as well as urban transportation planning.

The dynamic measures are intelligent traffic system by using advanced transportation

comprehensive analysis digital equipment and special approaches for example travel

restriction depending on odd or even vehicle license plate number. For this measures

they had a successful test in August 2007 resulting 1.26-1.31 million vehicles �stealthy�

every day and vehicle exhaust emission reduced by 40%. This also combine with

rational measures and supplements like special vehicles, buses, taxis , adding 700-800

extra buses added per day , increasing subway lines hours of operation and making

different working hour. The result of this strategy is that 60% travelers, which equal to 2

million populations, have transferred into public transport.

In conclusion, Chinese government has taken outstanding steps to solve the

challenge. In line with the expectation of the whole world, there will be a green
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Olympic and green traffic in Beijing.

2. Jess Schulschenk (South Africa)

Water and Sanitation in Urban Informal Settlements � Challenges & Opportunities

from the Case Study of Cape Town, South Africa�

This presentation is about the challenges and opportunities for water and

sanitation supply in urban informal settlements in the case study of City of Cape Town,

South Africa. Urban informal settlements are viewed as temporary solutions whilst the

government constructs housing developments in an attempt to overcome housing

backlogs and meet the demands of the growing urban population. Informal settlements

are home to 15% of South Africans which is over 7 million people. One of the main

challenges for these communities lies in the provision of safe, clean drinking water and

adequate sanitation. The case study of an informal settlement upgrade for the Kosovo

Settlement in Cape Town integrates a number of sustainable design solutions which are

transferable and highlight principles which can be applied globally. �In contrast to the

standard roll ,this design integrates a series of different storey housing typologies into a

number of courtyards with different functions � from smaller social and community

courtyards, to larger educational and trade courtyards. Through this, there is a focus on

mixed use, reducing transport costs and placing economic development within local

communities. To compensate with the flood, a drainage system which uses surface

drainage channels along roads supplemented with green systems, drain into detention

ponds which purify the water for different re-uses, such as urban agriculture. Within the

courtyards, there are a number of different methods that handle sewerage � such as grey

water collection points, porta potti collection points, waste containers etc. The trees are

placed not only for greening, but to absorb storm water during the winter rains and for

the recycling of grey water. An interesting design aspect is the play pumps which are

operated by children, like a standard merry-go-round from a playground, pump water

into storage tanks or recycled grey water to irrigate the trees of the play areas and

neighbourhood squares.

In conclusion, sustainable design and planning needs to transcend square

houses in grid patterns to create sustainable communities which focus on quality of life

and environmental conversation through a committed focus on ecosystem integrity and

access to basic services as a means of overcoming poverty.
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3. Zeeshan Shadid ( Pakistan )

A study on Risks and Opportunities Related to sewage Irrigation�

Wastewater contains large amounts of essential plant nutrients such as nitrogen,

phosphorous and potassium .Using treated wastewater in agriculture can decrease the

need for expensive chemical fertilizers. In Pakistan 90% of the 116,590 million gallons

of sewage produced per day from large industrial-urban centers is disposed off into

irrigation system without any treatment .Hence, major vicinity of the cities can be

fertilized. Water shortage creates unemployment hence affecting people involved in the

field of agriculture Irrigation using sewage as a viable alternative. However, untreated

city effluent contains full spectrum of pathogens. Irrigation continues up to the harvest

day due to the short growing cycle of most vegetables. Some pathogens can survive for

several weeks when discharged into fields and find their way into the consumers� homes.

Transmission of heavy metals and trace elements through food crops into human is a

more dangerous consequence of raw sewage. The risk is especially prevalent where

waste water from manufacturing industries is used. The pathogens can also harm the

health of agricultural workers. Farmers exposed to untreated sewage effluent appear to

suffer worse irritations. Farmers exposed to untreated sewage effluent appear to suffer

worse irritations. Salts and trace elements from sewage water used for irrigation

purposes concentrate in the deep percolation water and can pollute groundwater.

Exposure to this contaminated water can cause various diseases including diarrhea, skin

irritation, respiratory problems etc.

In conclusion, sewage water opens a new window of opportunities to find

solution to various mankind problems. Sewage use for irrigation purposes has been

beneficial in providing round the year access to water. It has played an important role in

short term eradication of poverty. However risks associated with the use of sewage

water are considerably high and alarming. The presence of heavy metals and pathogens

in sewage may create numerous health problems for future generations. Sustainability

considerations should take into account three pillars of sustainability i.e., economy,

environment and society.

_

Report written by Hoang Thi Mai
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Urban Infrastructure Session

Presentation by Nripal Adhikary, Wipapan Adulcharoen, Zeeshan Shahid

May 13, 2008, 12:50 a.m., Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

In this session, students were divided in three groups according to their

interests, that are urban infrastructure, energy and environment, and economic and

social development. Personally, I am interested in urban infrastructure because I was

majoring in city planning when I was an undergraduate student. Six students who are

totally different in their major gave presentation related to urban infrastructure.

Particularly, I will write about presentations given by Nripal Adhikary, Wipapan

Adulcharoen and Willis Nyabwala Alala.

First, Nripal Adhikary from Kathmandu University in Nepal presented

�Indigenous Knowledge and Rural Sett lement: a perspective from South-Asia.�  He

explained that the indigenous people who live in forests are being driven out from their

livelihood due to the policies named bio-diversity conservation. I was very surprised to

know that many indigenous people were falsely accused of by the government, which

was not in the case of Japan. I strongly felt from his presentation that government

should not do harm to the people in the name of �preserving environment.�

Next, Wipapan Adulcharoen and other three students from Silpakorn

University in Thailand presented �Informal Waste Management.� They claimed that

there were not so many papers which focused on the rural communities� waste

management. Therefore, they did two case studies to compare a small community-based

waste recycling operation, so that they found that informal waste management system

has evolved into a highly organized and profitable business. I knew from their

presentation that a bottom up approach and community based activity can have a great

impact, which is now needed in Japan�s urban planning system.

Finally, Willis Nyabwala Alala from Nairobi University in Kenya presented

�The Ecological City Plan; Integrated Concepts For Infrastructure Upgrading In Slum

Settlements, The Case For Kibera, Kenya.� He stated that provision of proper

infrastructure for sanitation, roads, drainage and water supply was a serious problem

especially in many cities of the developing world. He also explained that much of the

cause of this problem was due to slum areas that lack functional infrastructural networks

and facilities. I learned from his presentation that developing countries had a serious
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slum areas problem and they really needed to solve the problem as soon as possible

because the lack of sanitation, roads or water supply would make people live in a

extremely poor environment and even die.

_

Report written by Takuma Iino
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Energy and Environment Session

Presentation by Danko Aleksic, Nina Kruglikova, Pinos Vargas Julio Cesar,

Rajesh Koirala, Guozhe ng Li, Muhammad Mufti Azis

May 13, 2008, 12:50 a.m., Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

1. Danko from Serbia � � Wood biomass as a Renewable Energy Source: Characteristics,

Advantages and Importance in Sustainable Development Concept�

This presentation was about a potential of biomass made from forest and

woods in Serbia. Recently, European Union has a policy that encourages use of biomass.

It�s goal is to use biomass energy four percent of all energy. In addition, biomass is

known as carbon free material. He told us that Serbia have a large amount of woods,

sustainable energy resources. He called them � Energy forest� . But they are not used

well because of its cost and low level of awareness. He concluded that political support

is inevitable for promoting biomass use and sustainable is a concept that includes

harmonization of demands and possibilities, and takes into consideration a wide range

of factors (social, political, economic, ecological etc...) important for country

development.
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2. Nina from Russia � � Environmental NGOs and Businesses: Friends or Foes? � � Green

Alliances� as a Path to Sustainable Development

This presentation showed the relationship between ENGOs (Environmental

Non-Governmental Organization) and business. She showed the difference of this

relationship between that in U.S. and that in European Union. She found that it�s

cooperative in U.S. and less cooperative in EU.

3. Julio from Ecuador � � An Alternative Proposal for Sustainable Development;

Ecuador�s Ishpingo-Tambococha-Tiputini(ITT) project�

He introduced ITT project which is held in Ecuador. Ecuador is dependent on

the income from mining of oils. ITT project is one of such oil mining projects in

Ecuador. ITT project is held in Yasuni�s area where large forest and a lot of species exist.

So Ecuador keeps the oil underground now.

4. Ragesh from Nepal � � Sustainable Community Forestry for Sustainable Development:

A Case Study of Forest Governance from Nepal�

This presentation was about community forest for sustainable development. He

introduced three issues to us. First was about good forest governance. He showed us

what every ministry can do for forest governance, for example, ministry of agriculture

should support users in vegetable farming, fishery, bee keeping and so on. Second was

about sustainable forest management. Third was about livelihood and sustainability. In

this section, he divided sustainability into four dimensions, environmental, economic,

social and institutional sustainability. Finally, he concluded that world poorest country�s

global leader is engaging community in forest management.

5. Li from China � � Refining Straw into Bio-oil: Energy Crisis and Response Measures

in China� Energy crisis around the world

This presentation was about Bio-oil made from straw. As you know, more and

more oils are needed in the world and there is a conflict between demand and supply. To

solve this issue, they are seeking alternative oil products and new energy resources such

as solar energy and geothermal energy. In China, straw is usually burned in the field

after harvesting and causes some kinds of problems such as environmental (air)

pollution and traffic accidents because of smokes. So straw refining is good solution and
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can contribute to energy supply. He showed us the process for changing straw into

bio-oil. He told that though the quality of bio-oil made from straw is low but cheaper

than gasoline. Finally, he concluded with the introduction of Olympic in Beijing.

6. Azis from Indonesia � � Harnessing Bio-energy from Lignin�

In this presentation, he introduced lignin as a resource of bio-energy. Lignin is

a polymer in wood. It gives stiffness to the cell wall and glues different cells together.

Next, he showed us the process for changing lignin to energy resource. He concluded

that � Lignin extraction is a first step to by-pass mother nature slow way of producing

fuel and chemicals based on hydrocarbons� .
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_

Report written by Ryu Yanagisawa and Takahiro Hirato

Economic and Social Development Session

Presentation by Mimoza Telaku, Gervas Andrew Kasiga, Elhassan Anas Elsabry,

Kudakwashe Chipendo and Batsirai Bakare, fernanda Belizario Silva and

Andrea Belochi Spessoto, Nakarin Srilert, Chompunut Sartpan and

Kanokphan Jongjarb

May 13, 2008, Deifenbaker Room, ReginaInn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

The economic and social development agenda is one of the areas considered

essential to the successful establishment and sustenance of our future communities in

this year�s Student Summit for Sustainability. As we all know, economic and social

development are two closely interrelated concepts that define the direction of our

society�s progress. While economic development refers to the advancement of the

economic or financial state of a nation or region and embodies a sustainable increase

and improvement in the living standards of its inhabitants, social development deals

with the continued progress and enhancement in the well-being of the individual, family,

community and the society at large and typically encompasses a wide array of

dimensions including poverty reduction, gender equality, social security, health and

education, peace and order, ideological freedom, and urban and rural development,

among others. Clearly, these two disciplines prove to be crucial aspects in understanding

our world�s current situation and problems and offer various opportunities for

identifying innovative and feasible solutions toward making our world more sustainable.

As such, a look at different economic and social development initiatives across the

globe will be more than valuable and beneficial in broadening our perspectives and

insights regarding the potential for improving and upgrading our world�s current social

and economic systems.

Six stimulating presentations were delivered in this summit�s economic and

social development session. First, Ms. Mimoza Telaku from Kosovo presented the

socio-economic position of women, their education and role in the Kosovar society as

well as offered some ways to empower them to better contribute to the sustainable

economic development of the Kosovar society. Next, Mr. Gervas Kasiga from Tanzania
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talked about the Tanzania Film Industry and discussed the importance of the industry in

creating job opportunities for the Tanzanian youths and likewise posed the challenges

and factors for further growth and success of the nation�s film industry. Then, Mr.

Elhassan Elsabry from Egypt discussed the prospects for a project named �Tajareb�, the

Arabic word for �Experiments�, to solve one of Egypt�s education prob lems which is

the lack of interest of students in the sciences. Thereafter, Mr. Kudakwashe Chipendo

from Zimbabwe introduced the concept of Information and Communications

Technology (ICT)� based interventions for sustainable poverty reduction through small

enterprise development and support in South Africa. Subsequently, Ms Fernanda Silva

and Ms. Andrea Spessoto from Brazil gave a presentation on the �Bandeira Cientifica�,

a multidisciplinary project developed by the University of São Paulo students,

professors and professionals in cooperation with local universities aimed at promoting

primary health care in poor Brazilian cities. Finally, Ms. Kanokphan Jongjarb, Ms.

Chompunut Sartpan and Mr. Nakarin Srilert from Thailand ended the session with a

presentation of their case study on the preservation and protection of indigenous

knowledge and herbal medicine rights in a local community in the province of

Kanjanaburi, Thailand. All the above presentations surely provided significant lessons

on improving the economic and social conditions of various societal groups and

demonstrated innovative and sustainable means in promoting a well-balanced

development and progress in their respective localities.

On the whole, the session truly contributed in identifying existing gaps and

problems in different communities around the world and offered various alternatives on

how to address these issues and other emerging challenges. The key points gained from

the above presentations could definitely help us in redesigning and modifying our

present economic and social policies and agendas to better suit the current global

environment. In the face of numerous problems brought about by rapid urbanization and

environmental quality decline, the ideas and views presented in the session could

certainly serve as a guide or lead to other opportunities and solutions in making our

future societies more responsive to and prepared for these challenges. But more

importantly, the effective collaboration and constructive actions of everyone in

generating innovations that keep our ecosystems intact and healthy while providing a

sound engine for economic and social development for our communities and their
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inhabitants are the most crucial ingredients for our unprecedented success in the future.

Photo: Mr. Kudakwashe Chipendo giving a presentation on ICT-based systems for small enterprise

development and support in South Africa (Source: Author)
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Report written by Patrick John R. Ramos

Workshop

Workshop : OIKOS Pathfinder Session - Unlocking student entrepreneurship

for sustainable development

Conducted by Ms. Katharina Beck , President, Oikos International, Switzerland

May 13, 2008, 3:45 p.m. ~ 6:30 p.m. , Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

The OIKOS Pathfinder session conducted by Ms. Katharina Beck aims at

guiding student participants to discover their potential for �student entrepreneurship for

sustainable development�. While awareness about sustainable development is spreading

among students, few of them can imagine how to actually make a contribution towards

resolving the world�s most pressing problems. Too big are the challenges, and too small

the contribution individuals can make through actions in their own lives. This workshop

starts from the premise that students can act as �student entrepreneurs� -challenging the

legacy conditions they find in their university curriculum and campus and promoting

broad-based action for sustainable development. In this session, 20 international

students designed their personal sustainability entrepreneurship projects and only 3 of

them got the opportunity to get their project reviewed by others. Luckily enough, I was

one of them!

The session started with sharing the participants� most emotional travel

experience. Each of the participants shared their experiences in 30 seconds which

covered a wide range of diversity starting from a visit to historical places and including

personal emotional episodes also. Then we undertook a mental journey through our

projects, including  "Packing your provisions", "Mapping your way", "Talking to a

tour guide" and a virtual "Starting your journey", where the 'six thinking hats' method

was applied for reflecting on the project paths from different perspectives. I�m going to

give a brief description of each of the following steps.

1. �Packing your provisions�:

-What sustainability problems nag me personally?
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-What challenges do I see?

-What are my personal strengths that I can build on?

-What measures/networks do I have?

2. �Mapping your way�:

-Where do I want to go?

-What are the main roads to take for getting to my final destination?

-What are the milestones/ crossroads?

-Design your personal roadmap on flipcharts using provisions.

3. �Talking to a tour guide�:

-Group with one other person (for me Azis from Indonesia was the tour guide)

-You are each others tour guides.

-Both have 10 minutes for their journey.

-Explain at first.

-The tour guide only asks questions, do not judge.

4. �Starting your journey�:

The 'six thinking hats' method was applied for reflecting on the project paths from

different perspectives. This is a process of deliberately adopting a particular approach to

a problem as an implementation of parallel thinking, as well as an aid to lateral thinking.

Six different approaches are described, and each is symbolized by the act of putting on a

colored imaginary hat.

White hat: Information & reports, facts and figures (objective)

Red hat: Intuition, opinion & emotion, feelings (subjective)

Yellow hat: Praise, positive aspects, why it will work (objective)

Black hat: Criticism, judgment, negative aspects (objective)

Green hat: Creativeness, Alternatives, new approaches & 'everything goes',

idea generation & provocations (speculative/creative)

Blue hat: "Big Picture," "Conductor hat," "thinking about thinking", overall

process (overview)

5. �Coming home�:

Assume your journey was a success.

-What have you learned?

-How do you built on it for the rest of your life?
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-Which skills do you have acquired?

-Can you let others participate?

-What is now the added value to the former �status quo�?

The title of my project that I presented at Pathfinder Session is �Ma king Better

Lives� which is designed as a series of action timelines throughout the journey of my

life. The essence of the project is to work as per my ability during different stages of my

life and career. Suppose, as a student, I would like to work to raise concerns and the idea

of sustainable practices amongst the people around me. During my job period, both in

Japan & Bangladesh, I would like to spread the new dimensional concept of CSR inside

and outside of my workplace and to make networks with civil communities as well as

local policy makers sharing the same idea. And then, during the latter half of my life, I

would devote my knowledge and experience to establish a viable social enterprise.

When reviewed under �six thinking hats method�, my project received the following

advices and comments:

1. There should be a concrete business model of the social enterprise that I mentioned

and I should quit the plan of financing it by myself.

2. Waiting till 2030 (the timeline to start the social enterprise) seems too lengthy to start

some real action.

3. To make networks with various communities, teaching profession seems to be the

better option as a university faculty member has got greater social influence than any

other professional.

Participating in this session helped me organize my thoughts to a great extent.

After the Pathfinder Session I discovered that I have to consider a lot of things in my

way. The six thinking hat session had a great impact as it looked through different

lenses and discover new issues and challenges. It was really an awesome experience to

take part in this session. I believe that other participants also were greatly motivated and

the session empowered them to see themselves as �change agents� that can have an

impact on framework conditions and institutions around them. It also helped them

translate their visions into effective concepts and hopefully later, into actions.
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Photo: The author himself with his project path designed at the OIKOS Pathfinder Session (Source: Author)
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Report written by Sakeb Arefin Khan
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Workshop : City of Regina �Sustainable City �

Conducted by Mr. Bob Bjerke, Manager, Housing & Neighborhood, City of Rigina

Kim sare , Sustainable Community Coordinator, City of Rigina

May 13, 2008, 3:45 p.m. ~ 6:30 p.m. , Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

The leader of this workshop is Mr. Bob Bjerke, Manager of Housing &

Neighborhood Planning, City of Regina and Ms. Kim Sare, Sustainable Community

Coordinator, City of Regina.

In this session, we were divided in three groups with five attendants, which

were really diverse in nationality, major and concern. We first discussed �What makes a

city unsustainable� and shared our own countries� urban problem and our ideal city. We

wrote down some ideas such as poverty, traffic jam, no conversation with neighbors,

unemployment, crime and so on. In Japan, I think that the most important issue about

city planning is overcrowding and overpopulation in Tokyo. However, in other countries,

they have a lot of different urban issues, which are poor public transportation, lack of

effective government, and loss of natural environment.

Then we discussed and shared �What makes a city sustainable.� Although

different countries have different types of urban problems, but we all have almost the

same idea about ideal sustainable city which we want to live in. We want to live in a

safe, convenient, and environmentally friendly city, where we can talk to and interact

with neighborhoods. In addition, we discuss that �compact� city can be a key factor for

sustainable city, where all the

After we shared our idea about �What makes a city unsustainable� and �What

makes a city sustainable�, we played earthquake game. The game was a board game, the

goal of which was to let 4 kinds of animals survive using �bridge� effectively when

earthquake happened. By doing this game, we all realized that cooperating with each

other made all the animals survive, while giving precedence to only one animal resulted

in all animals dying. We need to consider how to make all animals prosper, instead of

just thinking of human�s profit or happiness.

Finally, we did a group-work that what kind of action should the government

take to make Regina city more sustainable. We were given a map of a part of Regina

and discussed what action to take. Our group reached the conclusion that the
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government should make some area completely carless and only open to pedestrians. To

make up for the loss of car�s access, we made use of a large vacant lot in the area to be

�park and ride� zone so that drivers can park their cars and change to bus or bicycle

from there.  In addition, our team suggested that all the streets have more green and

natural environment, so that residents could walk along the street comfortably. Students

had a lot of ideas, and even we were not in the same group, we have the same ideas to

others�, for example establishing new business area, improving public transport,

planting more trees. It showed that we students have the same thought and that we may

cooperate in other issues too.

I learnt many things from this workshop, which are the importance of sharing

our idea about sustainable city and the difficulty of putting our idea into real action. I

believe that the more active people get about their own cities and communities and the

more people become aware of the concept of �sustainable city�, the more easily we take

real action and change our own communities.

Photo: the participants and the organizers of the workshop (Source: Author)

_

Report written by Takuma Iino, Hoang Thi Mai
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Workshop :Ensuring comprehensive and sustainable community development

Conducted by Ms.Genevieve Lapierre, Head of Communications, Assemblee

Communautaire Fransaskoise � ACF & Ms.Francine Proulx -Kenzle , Manager,

Community Outreach, Institut Francais

May 13, 2008, 3:45 p.m. ~ 6:30 p.m. , Regina Inn, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

They speak of community development when various stakeholders having

common interests combine their efforts to bring about social change in a given

environment. Responsibility for putting forward development strategies rests on their

shoulders. Taking as its main example the Fransaskois community, the Francophones of

Saskatchewan, the presentation is aimed at demonstrating how, in order to be

sustainable, community development must be carried out comprehensively, without

restricting itseld to one particular sector. Although somewhat theoretical, the

presentation consists primarily of practical examples. Its goal is to familiarize the public

with various development concepts: planning, governance, partnering, synergy,

institutional completeness, ratcheting and sociocracy. Those who attend the presentation

will also discover how human feelings such as empathy are crucial to a better

understanding of the environment and. Ultimately, to achieving social change.

To solve complicated problem, we use not only one solution, but many other

way to make it out. To ensure comprehensive and sustainable community development,

Francophones considers about arts, communication, economy, education, home

spiritual , politic, sports, democracy, finance, infrastructure, human resource,
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marketing,etc.  To achieve goals, there is a method to work on it,�Sociocracy�.  In its

ongoing search for more effective methods of consensus-building, the Assemblee

communautaire fransaskoise discovered sociocracy, which it is attempting to promote

and implement within the network of Fransaskois associations. When properly put into

practice and understood, the sociocratic mode of governance simplifies modern

management practice improves productivity and puts an end to pointless power

struggles that are the cause of collaborative difficulties.

_

Report written by Ryu Yanagisawa
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Poster Session

For the Poster Session, we presented 4 posters in total as representatives of

AGS-UTSC, including the individual research poster from Takuma Iino. The titles of

our posters with brief explanations are shown below.

1. AGS-UTSC Introduction: Explained what kind of activities/projects we do.

2. Overview of Sustainability related Programs: The result of the workshop

AGS-UTSC did, discussing features of international programs we have for students

regarding sustainability and making comments on those.

3. Sustainable Campus: Explained what kind of concept and activities we have for

� Sustainable Campus Project� in the University of Tokyo.

4. Individual Research Poster by Takuma Iino �Transfer of D evelopment Rights (TDR)

in Japan�
Many of other participants also had their posters presented, and it was great

opportunities for all of us to know what other students are doing or working on

sustainability in different parts of the world. There were some opinions exchanged for

improvements on some projects as well.

There were also some posters and booth prepared by fund supporters of SSS08

such as City groups, university offices, and so on. (Refer to s3regina.org)

Explaining our posters to other students during the Poster Session

_

Report written by Marie Onga
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Field Work

Field Trip : �Discovery Saskatchewan � _ CRAIK SUSTAINABLE LIVING

PROJECT

May 14, 2008, 9: 45 a.m. ~ 7:30 p.m. , Regina Inn, Craik, Saskatchewan, Canada

On the 3rd working day of the summit; we had a visit to Craik Sustainable

living project (CSLP) in a small town named Craik. Craik is situated on the prairies, a

part of the Midlakes region. It�s a one and half hours� drive from the University of

Regina Campus, located midway between the major centers Saskatoon and Regina and

only minutes away from Louis Riel Trail (#11 highway).

Craik strives to serve as a model inspiring and enabling positive changes in

other communities in Western Canada and elsewhere. As a result, the Town and the

Rural Municipality embarked on a joint long-term project, the Craik Sustainable living

project (CSLP), in search of ways of living that address the issues of sustainability and

rural revitalization through physical demonstrations of viable solutions. I was really

surprised to see that with a community as small as only 440 people, they have set a

wonderful model of �eco -community�. A wide range of sustainable alternatives such as

those related to waste and water management as well as recycling, land use, food and

fiber production, shelter, energy conservation and generation are featured among their

key activities.

In CSLP, they have an amazing multipurpose facility called �Eco -Center�

featuring innovating building design and renewable energy system. It was a passionate

effort by the community of Craik, who all worked voluntarily to make it come true. The

building is made of straw which naturally keeps it warm and there are long and heavy

field stone walls also that works as one of the heat sinks to preserve the warmth of

sunlight.

After having a brief orientation followed by lunch, we went to visit �Craik

Museum�. They say that people first came to this part of Canada in 1880 and the first

community was formed in 1907. They have treasured all the small tokens of a journey
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through 100 years as valuable pieces of their history. I just felt like having entered a 100

year old town! Then we went to the golf course where we had an opportunity to drive

the golf cart down the valley and have some swings with the golf stick. It was really an

awesome experience!

For me, the most exciting part of today�s tour was to meet the Taylor-Faye

couple, Kelly and Audrey. These two wonderful people share a dream to build a home

and studio for themselves and they have chosen to build a sustainable one. They have

been working on this for the last two years and seemed very much confident to reach

their goal against all the odds. They are also making it with straw and plan to set a

windmill to meet their energy needs. I could read from their eyes that how passionate

are they and I was just wondering what chemistry has driven them so far. After they had

supper with us, when I saw them walking hand in hands on their way back home, I got

my answer. �It must have been love! � for each other of the couple and for their future

generation. (You can check the updates of their project and wish them good luck at

www.riverstonestudios.com )

At the last part of our trip, we met a farmer who owns a farm as large as 4700

acres. That is larger than the total land of 1000 wealthy farmers in my country and

believe me, there are only 3 guys to take care of this vast farm. There, I saw him using

the biggest tractor that I�ve seen in my whole life. We came to learn that he grows

organic crops which mean the minimum amount of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides.

It was an exciting and motivating trip to a passionate community that has

chosen the stewardship of nature, as they say it themselves. Craik believes that

sustainability will become the dominant issue in the 21st century. It thus emphasizes the

need for society to develop ways of living that are economically viable and socially just,

which do not at the same time destroy the ecological base that sustains us and all other

life on the planet.
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_

Report written by Sakeb Arefin Khan

For more information on Craik Sustainable Living Project ,

refer to: www.craikecovillage.ca

Photo: Kelly and Audrey Taylor-Faye sharing their experience with the participants of SSS2008

Place: Craik Sustainable Living Project, Saskatchewan, Canada(Source: Author)


