VISION e-Journal WSC-SD Updates: 2003 - 2006

Impressions from Tokyo

Thursday 1 May 2003, by Simon Schneebeli
At the end of the Annual Meeting in Tokyo we asked people to tell us what they think about this meeting and the WSC-SD in general. Here is what they told us.
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 Major achievements of the conference include: 1. Interaction between the different chapters both at the conference and in an informal setting (outside the conference) 2. Open discussion during the paper sessions and workshops 3. Decision on more focused theme for the next AM.

(Chaitra Chandrasekhar)
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 My personal feeling is that the WSC-SD 2003 was a great and very enriching meeting. Through this kind of event, one not only gets the possibility of acquiring important professional skills, self-confidence and routine, one also gets to know great people from all over the world. Participating in such a meeting of - lets speak it out - the probable leaders of tomorrow, has been a great honour for me and I want to herewith recommend every student reading this, be he undergraduate or postgraduate, to attend the fore coming meeting in Sweden and to share his/her research results with others. I also want to thank once again the whole organising team around Tatsuya Hanaoka for doing a really impressing job in organising this meeting with an uncomparable professionalism, edication and commitment while at the same time making us all feel totally comfortable and at home in their great city of Tokyo. If there is one thing I would like to point to, not as crude criticism but as constructive critique, it would be to in the future avoid mixing Annual Meeting with International Conference. Especially in the workshops, as ’outsiders’, that is non-WSD members, one sometimes felt like being in the middle of a internal organisation conflict, taking part in the decision-making process for the future of the organisation. It sometimes felt like the members, for lack of money, time and space, had no other possibility meeting and were using the conference to stimulate debates and decision-making processes. I would suggest, for the sake of clarity and professionalism, to have two days of Annual Meeting just before the conference starts, so that the conference can focus on the topic rather than the organisational decision-making. Best wishes to all of you!

(Eric Van Grasdorff)
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 Good strategy and planning, 
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 Good preparation, though a bit unnecessarily fussy, 
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 Nice local staffs and a great hospitality, 
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 A little bit more formal and professional style is needed. 
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 Well done anyway.

(Quang Tran)



Tokyo was my introduction to WSD-SC and I was impressed by the conferenceâ€™s organization and participants and believe the organization itself has tremendous potential to expand and increase its success. After witnessing a number of presentations, I believe that diversity in perspective and discipline is one of the strengths of the organization and should be fostered by its leaders. To improve collaboration between individuals and institutions, these entities must be made aware of research and activities conducted by other WSD-SD members around the globe. In addition, prospective members must be able to access a central source of information describing the goals, members and structure of the organization. I would like to see the e-journal serve this purpose and am willing to help in its development. Thank you to all the participants and staff for an outstanding experience!

(Forest Flager)



In the year after the WSSD in Jo’burg I as an environmental scientist feel the responsibility to work towards new solutions. In Jo’burg an establish group of professional environmentalists working in NGOs, governments, privat business or science meet and presented their achievements. They did a lot but they obviously also reached the limits of their generation and their paradigms. Technical solutions, economic constraints, and a one way knowledge and value transfer from North to South are still predominant. We are the first generation of scientists and future decision makers that grew up with an interdisciplinary education and spirit. We are forming a worldwide, interdisciplinary network of future decision makers (engineers, natural scientists, social scientists, economists). There never before was a generation of young scientists from Japan, Africa, South America, USA, Asia and Europe that were drinking Sake together in a typical Japanese bar. A new generation of interdisciplinary, engaged scientists linked through a worldwide network of similar minded people is my hope for a next wave of solutions for a global sustainable future. The WSC-SD could be a major driver of such a development. Our meeting in Tokyo pathed the way forward. We have to come back to the heart of the notion of sustainability. Sustainability doesn’t simply signify "to do something good to the globe". Sustainability is far more specific. Sustainability refers to the fundamental limits of natural resources. Thinking within the limits nature sets has to be a the centre of any sustainable project. Sustainability also asks for a holistic approach. In every sustainability project the social, economic and ecological aspects have to be integrated and considered as interdependent factors.

(Christoph Kueffer)



I attended the meeting only 2days, but I could have precious experiences through communicating with you.And it was good chance to recognize my defect. I will improve my English skill for next meeting(^ ^)? Any way thank you for your enduring for my strange English! I had great time with you all. And I hope this connection keep in future.

(Natsuki Watanabe)



It became a really precious experience for me to participate the annual meeting of the WSC-SD. Even though I did not present my paper, I listened to some other’s presentations and I was amazed how well they were organized. Also, it was interesting to participate workshops and discuss with students of very different culture and backgrounds. What I thought most strongly thoughout the meeting was every participant was serious on the future of the earth. Yes, as Mr. Saburo Kato said, we are the ones who are going to live the 21st century.

(Yoshizawa Yoichi)



We experienced a very good organisation, our time schedule was even better than AGS. I was deceived by most papers, they could not match with a high standard. There wehre instead some good workshops with interessting results. In the beginning there was not enough socialisation between the participants. If we chose a narrower environment for next AM this will be automatically improved. By the end of the AM the spirit of WSCSD was present. The will to act was born, but almost failed to surface. Time is short we should concentrate the 3 days of AM on fewer, more important topics and activities. I think if we had located the AM to a monastery or something similar the results would have been 10 times greater.

(Carlo Centonze)



It was inspiring! So many young people willing to change the world destructive order! It is so different when politicians speak about sustainable development as it usually sounds like they are trying to get out of solving problems of the global society with lame excuses. But when students discuss such complex issues they are truely eager to improve our environment. And that is exactly what was going on during the WSCSD meeting. The conclusion is that only union of activists all over the world can bring into action acute ideas for the benefit of out planet and future generations.

(Natalia Diatchkova)



The meeting was organized by a humble set of students from a well developed asian country in which one division was chaired by an asian where a african presented a paper in french, which was translated to English by an European and the presentation was eagerly observed by students from all over the world. If we can maintain this kind of spirit the task of sustainable development will not be as difficult as it looks.

(Kanchana Siriwardena)



No matter what definition I heard, the objective of all of the students at the AM conference was one of peace. Before Tokyo, I thought that I understood sustainability, mid way through the conferecne I decided I had no idea what sustainability was, and at the conclusion I decided that although the word sustainability remains elusive, the objective of peace was inherent in all of the presentations and workshops I heard. By keeping this ideology in mind, I believe that we can accomplish sustainability. Moreover, the people, dialogues and presentations heard at the WSC-SD annual conference are the ways and hows of types of actions we should listen and encourage for a future of peace and sustainability. The experience I had has made me even more dedicated to the implementation of sustainability in my personal, community, and global life. Thank you all and best wishes!

(Lauren Adams)



First of all, I would like to thank those in WSC committee who organized this meeting very successful at UT. As I am a student of Forest natural environment, I believe that nothing is more important than actually going to forests many times as possible to feel the atmosphere, touch the soil, and look at trees in forest. The same goes to this meeting, at the end of thins meeting, I strongly realized how it is important to people actually gather to 1 place and share the ideas face to face.

(Akiko Yano)



[image: image9.png]


 1. Joint project involving people from all the WSC schools with student reps that report progress to each other 
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 2. Demanding yet practical time frames for projects. For instance : A 1-month plan to establish a website would be demanding yet practical. 
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 3. Posting of papers for next AM online for pre-reading 
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 4. Paper submission for the conference requires more publicity 
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 5. Video conferencing good for conference follow-ups however not ideal for conference substitution 
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 6. Quarterly reports of individual schools should be available online 
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 7. Each school must have an active site with information on current and past projects. These sites should be linked to from the WSC main site. 
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 8. E-journal - Great idea!

(Shruti Chandrasekhar)



Meeting people from all over the world, from several different academic disciplines, who all share the common goal of sustainable development was such an inspiring and amazing experience. My only problem that I have been struggling with is how we are going to achieve sustainability. We talked in workshops and came together as one group with the three pillars of education, awareness, and research. Research is the most attainable one thus far, as we all demonstrated through our papers. But what I want to know, what I need to know, is how we can educate and inform people. How do we get them to change their lifestyles? I was up late last night thinking about this, talking about this with my boyfriend because I really worry about it. I spend my time and energy studying environmental policy and economics in the hope of reaching sustainability, but is it really possible? Can we start on such a small level - 90 students - and reach the masses, or do we need to start at the top, with a president - speaking of the United States - who actually cares about saving the environment? Everyone at the conference inspired me and I hope everyone continues their studies and pursues sustainable development. Thank you all.

(Tybe Goldberg)



The energy and motivation of the students gathered at the AM was sensational: people from 38 countries, sharing a common goal, bringing their rich experience and background to the discussion. The workshops, in particular, were very effective opportunities to plan concrete actions and gather the needed human resources. And more than that, the experience of a different, ancient culture: the Ryokan was a challenge to our habits, but also a lesson in mutual respect and understanding. (Diego Puppin) The WSC-SD Annual Meeting held at the University of Tokyo last March 19-22, 2003 was a great opportunity for students from both developed and developing countries to exchange their ideas and experiences concerning the highly intricate issue of global sustainability. The interdisciplinary approach was effective in laying out a holistic view of how we, as researchers and students, should strive to strike out a balance between socioeconomic development and ecological integrity. But beyond it being a fruitful intellectual exercise, it was also an opportune time for us to meet new friends, interact with other cultures and ultimately enhance our partnerships with each other, both individually and as student communities. In the long run, the gathering could be a rich breeding ground for the continuing development of a solid network of researchers, academicians and professionals (like AGS) who are keen on the issue of sustainable development. It is my belief that in the midst of a highly globalized era, strategic networking and concerted, albeit localized, efforts (through research, advocacy, education, etc) will play a crucial role in reinstating Earth’s ecological balance back to its preindustrial level.

(Kristofffer B. Berse)



I really liked the organization of the conference. It has been really good to get to know students from other universities who are interested in the Sustainable Development. Though I did not have a chance to listen to all the reports for I was spending my time in the Social and Cultural Diversity section and hence got to know those reports, I think that basically all of them were interesting and required lots of work to get them completed, and I was really suprised to know that it was me to get the Best Paper Award in that section. It was really an honor for me and as it turned out for my University as well, for they were really glad for me and the copy of the certificate will soon be hanged somewhere in my univerity so that more people in my University could know their "heros", ha-ha-ha. Most of all, I remember the report by Roger Goulart, the one by the Indian girls - about the religion and its role in the education of the population, and the one by Eric van Grasdorff. However I would really love to get to know the reports made at other divisions. And I find that the lack of the published proceedings of the conference is no good. By chance, it could be one of the ways to get to know the reports made in other divisions. Also I noticed that the attendance at some events of the conference was not 100%, and I myself tempted to skip some of the activities. I guess it could be solved by organizing a centralized bus excursion around Tokyo for all the participants or - i really liked Kami’s idea of arranging a conference on the yacht which is set to sail in the sea, I guess the attendance at this case will be 100% and a closer friendly relationships will be built among the participants. And I really liked the keynote speach by Mr. Saburo Kato, it was very cognitive. I would welcome more keynote speakers.

(Kostya Vasiliev)



The main balance of the event itself was great. Was very well organized, and the staff in Japan must be congratulated. It’s not easy to set up such an international event like this one. (Rogerio Goulart) Maybe 100 young, motivated people from all over the world discussing about sustainable development and having lots of fun. That’s the AM summed up in one sentence. There were three different levels of the conference: the content of the working groups and papers, the strucure discussion and the athmosphere. I think not everybody was so happy with the papers that were presented. They were not focussed enough and too diverse one from each other. But we had a successful structure discussion and so I’m sure, the next AM will be better in this respect. And now to the third point one word: CAMPAI! :-) I guess everybody was overwhelmed by the way how the UT staff organized the meeting and everything around it. No wish was left unanswered. They never got tired to show us the culture and to take us around. Thank you so much UT-staff - you made our short stay in Tokyo a fantastic, unforgettable experience!!!

(Nicole Meyer)



I had a really fantastic time during annual meeting! We could broaden our perspectives not only through presentations, posters and fruitful discussion, but also through chatting, eating and being together. That was the first step to sustainable world! I believe our friendship and activity will be great power for better future. Now, I’m really missing you all. Hope to see you soon...

(Ai Hiramatsu)
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 1) This year’s meeting was really sustainable: we didn’t throw money away in not necessary things. We had our presentations in University’s room, without renting a "high class" conference hall; we didn’t have huge amounts of food during coffee breaks, just local beverages and sweets; we could have lunch in japanese places as the other students of the campus. 
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 2) It was great, as usual, to meet so many enthusiastic people! I feel we have an amazing power altogheter. 
[image: image19.png]


 3) UT staff did a great job, collecting speakers’ presentations earlier, so that during the sessions they were all set on the PCs of each room and we didn’t lose time changing disks between a presenter and the other. 
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 4) The lodging choices were perfect, as gave us the right impression of Japanese traditions, helping us focusing on local cultural environment. 
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 5) UT students were involved in our activities...I think we should put the stress on that also at next WSC SD am: we have a lot to teach and learn theone from the other; make as many students as possible get benefits from that!

(Silvia Bottinelli)



Annual meeting was an unforgettable and unique experience. It did not only give new knowledge, fruitful discussions, an opportunity to get to know students from different corners of the world. All of us left Japan taking home a very precious gift - inspiration. The atmosphere of the annual meeting, its spirit will stay with us for months, or even years to come, giving strength, enthusiasm and strong confidence in the viability of our mutual vision - sustainability as a type of thinking, as an everyday practical philosophy, penetrating all the spheres of human life. When the same goal is pursued by so many young, determined, talented, inspired students, then it will be definitely achieved.

(Elizabeta Perova)



The Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD was a resounding success for me. Although still a relatively new organization, the WSC-SD is improving its rganizational and functional capacity at an impressive rate. The meeting provided an open forum for transparent and constructive dialogue. Although it was clear that the WSCSD has had its communication problems - at all levels - over the past year or so, it was evident to me that there was a strong commitment to solve this problem. The networking capacity of the WSC-SD is amazing; interacting with my colleagues from around the world has afforded me the unique opportunity to expand my understanding of sustainable development. The bonds of friendship formed over the span of the annual meeting are incredibly strong, and provide a foundation for an ongoing commitment to improving myself while appreciating the value of each individual’s unique role in achieving a more sustainable future. The mere mention of the word sustainabilty presents a formidable challenge; however, events such as the WSCSD AM 2003 are encouraging that can and will provide the means for progressive change. I look forward to continued participation in the WSC-SD at the local level of MIT, and witness the evolution - at all levels - of a bold new organization of students.

(Philip Sheehy)



First of all, the AM was pretty well organized thanks to Tats’s leadership and everybody’s active participation. I am pretty much satisfied with the overall contents and atomosphere. However, I wish that we could have invited mass media or mediate which I believe would have been interested in this kind of event and also would help us broadcast our activities. What really matters, after this successful Annual Meeting, is that we keep on trying to materialize what we came up with during this AM. The e-jounal will be very important as the first step and should be successfully carried out. I strongly believe that this e- journal could play a key role in making members of the WSC feel more unified and perhaps give us a suggestion, once carried out, which direction we should move next to make the WSC-SD solidated as an international organization.

(Keishiro Hara)



The WSC-AM in Tokyo was one of the best events I have been to. What I like the most is the opportunity I got to know a group of friendly people from all parts of the world who had great ideas. Ideas from which we can make this world a better place. Above all I really appreciate the amount of effort you guys (and girls, of course) had put to make the AM a success. It is simply great!! (Dhammika Bokolamulla) Thanks to all of you for this great experience in Tokyo. Apart from learning about so many different approaches to SD, I noticed a unifying spirit amongst the international community. Let us keep that WSC-spirit alive by getting active and creating value fornew students and the global society! Hug the world!

(Patrick Alain Jeannerat)



For me, the AM was a great opportunity to discuss and share sustainability ideas amongst different cultures and backgrounds, learning not only about facts, but also about international communication. It was very impressive to get a glimpse of what Japanese life is by sleeping on futons, eating soup and seaweed for breakfast and having a dinner picnic under the cherry blossoms in the park. I was overwhelmed by the readiness of our Japanese hosts to show us around, enable us to ubicate ourselves and help us in every way possible.

(Sabine Perch-Nielsen)



I should say all my thanks to the Japanese students in the University of Tokyo. Your preparation and your organized job were wonderful. It put a good memory of Tokyo in our mind. I should say my appreciation to Mr. Tats and his entire colleagues; they did a lot in 3 months for the annual meeting with the organized Japanese method. Hope that we can use your experience in next year’s annual meeting.

(Mojgan Ketabi)

Report on the WSC-AM Tokyo Japan March 2003

Thursday 1 May 2003, by Shruti Chandrasekhar
The conference was an awesome experience. As a paper presenter, with no former affiliation with the student community on sustainable development, I was indeed impressed by the power of the topic itself. The conference got me going on a number of issues and has now made me an active member of the SC at MIT.

I’m going to pick points that I had issues with or objections to but do not think that the good aspects went unnoticed. I think I would have liked to see a more conclusive end to the conference. I know I wasn’t completely informed on the working of the council meetings so there probably was more to it that I know but just deciding on a topic for next years’ conference does not seem like a very conclusive end. We should have formulated a project that all the schools could work on. This would increase the interaction between the schools and further our efforts towards a sustainable future. However it still is not too late to embark out on such a project.

Firstly, our time scales for any project are not efficient. We have to have a practical, demanding time deadlines else nothing gets done. Secondly, every school’s SC’s website should be accessible from the WSC page so that we can keep track of each others involvement. This might spur new projects at various schools as well.

Another thing I would like to see before the next AM, is every school posting papers presented by its members of its community on its website and the WSC posting all the papers online as well. This would permit the other participants to read the papers prehand and elicit better discussions. I would also like to see the Tokyo AM’s papers published online. This would also help the participants decide which session interests them best and would aid the working of simultaneous sessions. I know a lot of people objects to sessions being held parallel but I think you can’t run a conference with such variety in 3 days without parallel shows. Online material, I think would be a workable solution to this problem.
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Hard work ...
All schools must publicize the AM for more paper submissions. From what I learnt at the conference, they had an acceptance rate of 50% which does not speak much about the quality of the papers. School must advertise this conference to all departments. For instance at MIT, the paper-submission request was sent online to the SC list, a couple of the civil and environmental engineering departments and the business school. Efforts must also be taken to publicize it to neighbouring schools and to other contacts one to possibly have. This might get people completely unaffiliated with the topic to get involved (like this conference did to me).

In Tokyo, I also heard rumours about having video-conferencing replace the actual conference in a couple of years. I think this is not a very good idea. I agree it is sustainable environmental. But sustainability is not just environmental sustainability. For the sustainability of a world organization, human contacts and networking are crucial. With video-conferencing, the personal element is lost. I think we should follow up our projects with discussions through video-conferencing but the actual conference is necessary. Finally, I think all schools should send in quarterly reports of their activities to the WS council and the reports must be posted online and made available to all.

I hope these criticisms help. I know these criticisms are harsh but intended to be constructive.

On the other hand, the conference was well organized. The interaction between the students is something I would definitely cherish and use in good time Post conference reports such as Sabine’s follow-up to the sustainable universities workshop was helpful. The setup of the e-journal was the most salient outcome of the conference.

Chalmers Students for Sustainability CSS

Thursday 1 May 2003, by Dhammika Bokolamulla
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 At the monthly meeting an extensive report of the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD was given by some of the participants.
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 A new contact has been taken with the CIKS- Chalmers Internationella Katolska Studenter (International Catholic Students in Chalmers). This contact is about helping Lepers in Southern China to build facilities.
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 CSS (Chalmers Students for Sustainability) has visited MiljÃ¶fÃ¶rvaltningen in GÃ¶teborg. This is the environmental committee/administration responsible for checking that industries and other actors in GÃ¶teborg follow the environmental laws etc.
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 Recently the Swedish Radio broadcasted a reportage made by Maya Forsberg, former student of Chalmers. Maya attended last yearâ€™s Annual Meeting in Costa Rica as a Zurich representative. She talked about her experiences mainly from the jungle-YES course, which was held after the Annual Meeting. Very interesting! (But in Swedish, so there is not much point distributing it)
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 CSS is writing on a paper to the Copernicus conference, which will be held in PÃ©cs, Hungary, this summer. The objective of the COPERNICUS programme is to stimulate the discussion on ways and means by which universities can contribute to sustainable development, in particular to the implementation of chapter 36 of Agenda 21.

Dhammika Bokolamulla, CSS
Abidjan Students for Global Sustainability

Friday 2 May 2003, by Walarigaton Coulibaly
The Student Committee has elected a new chair and committe:
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 Chairman: Houssou N’Guessan Nestor 
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 Vice-Chairman: Youant-bi ZamblÃ© DÃ©sirÃ© 
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 Councillor: Walarigaton Coulibaly 
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 Alternate Councillor: Konan KouamÃ© Constant Guy

Unipoly, Student association from Lausanne

Friday 2 May 2003, by Felix Reinert
News / Latest Activities
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 Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD from 21.3. - 24.3.2003 at University of Tokyo. Four students from Lausanne participate: Roger, Emanuel, Guillermo, Felix
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 Monthly meeting of UniPoly: Monday 7.4.2003 : "Lundi du dÃ©veloppement durable". Presentation by Julien Boucher: "The Ecological Footprint, an Indicator for Sustainable Development" followed by an information disscussion about a sustainable development. You can get the document of this presentation by clicking on the link at the bottom of this page.
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 New leaflet about UniPoly will be published.
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 More on http://unipoly.epfl.ch , select "plateforme" (french only, sorry. New version is about to be developed)
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 Article in the EPFL-intern journal "Flash" about Tokyo
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 ComitePlus Meeting: Monday 28.4.2003: "how to continue the development of our website"

Outlook:
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 Monthly meeting : Monday 5.5.2003 : "Lundi du dÃ©veloppement durable": Presentation and Information about the "WSC-SD Annual Meeting in Tokyo 2003" followed by an informal disscussion.
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 Afternoon seminar on sustainable development: Guest speakers from University and Industry are invited. Proposed date: beginning of June
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 "Act locally": Partnership with the EPFL to reduce consumption of energy and water.
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 Booth at Vivapoly the official festival of the EPFL

News from Project21 from Zurich

Friday 2 May 2003, by Nicole Meyer
News / Latest Activities

[image: image42.png]


 Sustaintrain For those who havenâ€™t heard it yet: we traveled to the AM by train and ferry (from Zurich to Tokyo) to show an alternative way of getting around. The trip took us three weeks with short stops in Moscow, Irkutsk (Lake Baikal), Ulan Bataar (Mongolia) and Peking. More information and pictures can be seen on our homepage: www.project21.ch
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 General assembly â€“ Birth of project.21 As the first generation of student community members was dying out, we decided to start over again with a new name and mostly new people. The creation process of [project.21] has been going on since October 2002. Now the newly born community is official.

Global Youth Service Day Every year the Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) is celebrated in about 150 countries with over 3 Million young people participating.

Our contribution was to organize a simulation game called STRATAGEM at the ETH. In this game the participants had to govern a â€œcountryâ€ in groups of five â€œministersâ€ with the objective to develop it as sustainable as possible. We played several turns and in each turn the â€œministersâ€ of each â€œcountryâ€ had to decide where they wanted to invest the money as for example: food production, energy efficiency, environmental protection measures, social infrastructure etc. After every turn the decisions where entered in the computer which calculated the results for the next turn. The â€œcountriesâ€ were compared and evaluated by a sustainability factor.

It was very interesting to see the decision making processes in the different groups (â€œcountriesâ€ ), their strategies and the group dynamic. We also learned a lot about the complexity of different factors in countries and how they are connected to eachother.

Outlook
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 Strategy weekend Our new student community has still a lot to discuss about the structure and about new projects, we want to realize. Therefor we will meet for two days in a house in the mountains to organize, talk and get the group feeling.
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 Sustaintrain reminiscence In a big event we will show the movie, pictures and make a presentation of our trip through almost half the world. Expecting more than 200 people, it will take place in a big lecture hall at the ETH. After the film we will offer snacks and talk with interested people.

Papers
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 Meet without travel: Report on the Workshop given at the Annual Meeting in Tokyo. How can video-conferencing contribute to sustainable large-scale international meetings.
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 Sustainable Universities: Report on the workshop given at the Annual Meeting. What actions could our universities take?
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 Let’s sail to Gotheborg: Report on the workshop on sustainable mobility.

www.project21.ch
Students for Global Sustainability MIT

Friday 2 May 2003, by Philip Michael Sheehy
News / Latest Activities
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 The MIT chapter of the WSC-SD, Students for Global Sustainability (SfGS), has increased its active membership 3-fold since the Annual Meeting in March
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 The web page for our organization has been updated and is online at http://web.mit.edu/sfgs
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 We are actively preparing for our celebration of Earth Day on May 2 â€“ we are working with other student groups on our campus to coordinate activities such as free bike repair, plant give away, compost distribution and old tennis shoe recycling. It is going to be a great day (and hopefully good weather!)
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 As part of our Earth Day celebration, we have also organized the First Annual Earth Day Seminar Series on Sustainable Development â€“ it is a series of three speakers, each representing one of the 3 principle elements of sustainable development: social equity, economic growth, and environmental management. Go to http://web.mit.edu/sfgs for more information about this event.
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 Finally, we will be holding elections for new officers in our local student community â€“ the members of SfGS would like to thank our current officers, Anke Hildebrandt, Daniel Collins, Masahiro Sugiyama and Elke Hodson for their immeasurable contributions to our organization.

A Brief Reflection on the Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD (March 19-22, 2003) was a unique opportunity for students from MIT to participate in an international conference that facilitated open and constructive dialogue between students from many backgrounds with a common interest in Sustainable Development. The meeting was also an opportunity for students to present their own research in a professional setting to an international audience. We would like to congratulate Charalambos Soultatis, a graduate student in the Department of Ocean Engineering, for his best paper award for his presentation on Treatments for Environmental Quality and Sustainability Issues in Modern Shipyards in the Resource & Technology Division.

Student Experiences
Students participating in the meeting left with a new outlook and refreshed interest in pursuing and advocating sustainability. Chaitra Chandrasekhar â€™04 enjoyed the â€œopportunity to interact with other students from leading technology universities around the worldâ€ and â€œgained a new perspective on sustainable development â€“ in the formal setting of the meeting, and in activities outside of the meeting.â€ Xiaomin Mou G felt that â€œthe best part about attending the meeting was meeting so many students who care about our world, who are aware of their places in it, and the consequences and responsibilities that come with that realization.â€ Philip Sheehy G, â€œwas impressed by all the participantâ€™s ability to convey the themes of their research to each other. Similarly, the willingness of the students to actively listen to and respect the ideas of others was extraordinary.â€ Ultimately, the meeting â€œclosed with great success and filled the hearts of its participants with a feeling of satisfaction,â€ according to Tomoko Iida G.

Lasting Impressions
Whether we were in the Choyokan Ryokan, the University of Tokyo, or out eating delicious Japanese food, the students at MIT were left with lasting impressions of an invaluable experience facilitated by the bonds of genuine friendship and camaraderie. There is an uncommon optimism and energy that the WSC-SD can provide. Shruti Chandrasekhar â€™05 said it best:

The conference was an awesome experience. As a paper presenter, with no former affiliation with the World Student Community for Sustainable Development, I was indeed impressed by the power of the topic itself. The conference got me going on a number of issues and has now made me an active member of the SC at MIT.

Thank Yous
The SfGS would like to say thank you to all the participants at the AM for their sincerity, openness, and friendship. We would also like to thank the students from University of Tokyo who made everything a bit easier for the gaizin. And lastly, but not least, we will thank Tatsuya Hanaoka for his unmatched commitment to ensuring the success of the AM. MIT students, mingling outside the meeting at UT - with some interlopers (Felix and Padi!!) MIT students working hard at a workshop with their colleagues during a workshop

Philip Sheehy, Students for Global Sustainability
AGS UT Student Community

Friday 2 May 2003, by Akiko Yano
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 In the beginning of April, election of the UTSC chair was carried out, and Atsuko Terazono has become the new chair for this school year.

[image: image55.png]


 Five new members, two of whom attended the last WSC-SD Annual Meeting in Tokyo, have come to the Executive Board of UTSC. We are just kicking off the new EB that is responsible for the whole management of this year’s UTSC.
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 In April, there were two UTSC gatherings as well as a reunion meeting held by some of the participants of WSC-SD AM:
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 The one was a meeting to discuss on this year’s UTSC, where we drafted the objective of activities in this year as "Reconstruction of communities -towards an active organization with face-to-face communications" because we feel like we have much more potential not fully utilized yet, and we discussed on how to take advantage of the networks and human resources we have constructed until now.
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 The other one was an explanatory meeting on WSC-SD, by which many UTSC members got informed and interested in the activities of WSC-SD.
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 The monthly meeting of the Working Group on Climate Change took place, the subject of the meeting was applying Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) to the urban systems. We are planning to report the discussion in this WG to the coming WSC-SD e-journals.
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 We will be calling for new projects in UTSC in the next month. After that, one big event will be held, the details of which are under discussion.

Akiko YANO

News from [project.21] Zurich

Wednesday 2 July 2003, by Nicole Meyer
Strategy weekend
A beautiful panorama over the Swiss mountains, cow bells, sunshine, flowers and a fun group of motivated young people! What else can you desire? It sounds like vacation, but in fact, this was the surrounding for our strategy weekend in May. There was lots to discuss and talk about: annual agenda, new projects, structure of the student communityâ€¦ And of course there was a long night to get to know each other a little better by chatting, eating and having fun.

[sustaintrain]-movie night
It was an unforgettable experience to travel to the AM in Tokyo by train. So we wanted to share our adventure by showing the short movie that Carlo had made , some pictures from Steve and by telling about who we are and what we stand for. The event which took place at the ETH centre was a great success. More than 150 people came to listen to our adventure and to learn about our mission.

Outlook

Zurich meets Lausanne
As the student communities of Lausanne and Zurich are more or less neighbours, we want to work closer to gether and develop common projects. This collaboration will have its set off in a forest-cottage near Lausanne. During this weekend weâ€™ll have time to share our visions, develop projects in workshops and have lots fun. We like to thank Unipoly Lausanne for organizing this think tank! [image: image61.png]



Our new projects

Besides the structure discussions at the strategy weekend in the mountains, we started three new projects which weâ€™ll present in the following:

[Sustainable Universities]
This project is based on Sabine Perch-Nielson’s workshop about Sustainable Universities at the AM in Tokyo. The ideas we collected there on how to improve our universities, we now try to implement at the ETH.

1. Measure: We look for articels about sustainable development in foreign languages, to provide them to professors of language courses, in order that they read and discuss them in the lectures. Our aim is, that more students get to know sustainability and its importance.

2. Measure: We ask the department of architecure to impose lectures about sustainable energy use in their courses. Since ETH educates students in architecture who will design buildings during 40 years that will last for about 60 years, we consider their education as a very important step towards a more sustainable society.

Some further ideas are: ETH shall install their own solar cells, improving the light system (energy-saving lamps, lamps that react on movements (e.g. in toilets)), publications of energy use at ETH (in order to give a motivation to save it).

Contact: Irene Steimen
The sustainable studentâ€™s guide
Donâ€™t just talk about sustainability, but live a sustainable life - [Studio!Sus] will show you how!

[Studio!Sus] is a studentâ€™s guide with information about sustainability in our studies and our daily life. It will be published every semester, first time in October 2003 and will have the following content:

· Sustainability? How sustainble are our consumption patterns?

· Â»Homo sustinensÂ« â€“ 21st Century Life Style

· Student Life (e.g. using public transportation)

· Sustainable Studies (with information about sustainability related lectures)

· Work Life

· Human Touch

We plan to print the guide 8000 times and either send it to students or distribute it in the university. If things go well, [Studio!Sus] #2 will appear in April 2004.

Project chair: Brigitt Hausammann

Conference on Sustainable Cities
Taking up the annual topic of the WSC-SD, we decided to organise a national conference on sustainable cities. There will be about four workshops on different topics such as triple-budgeting, waste problematics in Daramsala (India) and Zurich, slum development... The conference seeks to involve as many stakeholders as possible to guarantee practical solutions that can be implemented in a follow-up process.

To assure a high level of discussion, we will invite leaders from politics, economics and science to have speeches and make presentations. The conference will probably take place in May 2004

Chalmers Students for Sustainability

Wednesday 2 July 2003, by Dhammika Bokolamulla
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 The contact we established with the Catholic church of Chalmers was further strengthened. Some of their member participated in our meeting and we discussed the details of our collaboration in the Lepers project in China. Some of their members even volunteered to help us in the AM.
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 We discussed the structure of the next AM at lengths. The local committees were formed and they were given a task list. Kami has already sent a proposal to the CC based on this. We have also looked in to the practical aspects such as accommodation, food, transportation etc.
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 We wrote a paper titled â€œInteraction with Developing Countries- Education for Street Children in Bangladeshâ€ to the the Copernicus conference, which will be held in PÃ©cs, Hungary, this summer. We are hoping to implement this project with the help of Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). You can find the abstract here.

Unipoly, Student Association from Lausanne

Wednesday 2 July 2003, by Felix Reinert
News / Latest Activities:

· Monthly meeting of Unipoly: Monday 2.6.2003 : "Lundi du dÃ©veloppement durable":

· "Mobilec : cyclomoteur Ã©lectrique : un nouvel espace de la mobilitÃ© durable" 

· Pierre Eberli, founder of SYSTREL, presents the history of an electric scooter, simple and reasonable in price, with the intention that everybody can profit of less harmful technologies.

· The presentation is online, check it out. 

· Working group "Action locale" 

· Can we introduce water taps that wash just as good while consuming less water at EPFL?

· Introduce recycled paper for primer use and not white.

· Idea gathering for stickers that remind people to turn off the light when they leave a place (toilets, stairs, office, classroom ...)

· Survey about the heat confort in one of the student hostels with the aim to optimise heating. 73% of the students said that it was too hot in the hostel. 

· Working group Sustainable Mobility (mobilitÃ© durable) intensified: 

· Promote the public transport in everyday live

· Theses defense : "On the use of photovoltaic ambient energy sources for powering indoor electronic devices" by Julian Randall. Friday 4 July 17h15 at EPFL. Unipoly is invited.

Outlook

· Workshop Weekend together with the Zurich Students Community "project21" 

· 19./20.7.2003 in the area of Lausanne in a cabin in the countryside

· 2 working sessions : Motivation for SD, community binding, strategy elaboration

· Ho to do sustainable development with developing countries

· Sustainable Cities: Lausanne, Zurich: present, future, visions 

· and of course have a lot of fun.

Reports / Papers

· The presentation of Pierre Eberli on "Mobilec"; is available online
· UT Student Community

· Wednesday 2 July 2003, by Akiko Yano
· 
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 1.) AGS UT SC plenary meeting was held in UT on 24th June ’03. Our theme for this meeting was "Towards Global Sustainability - Collaboration among Trans-disciplinarities".

· The meeting was divided into 3 sessions; 
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 Keynote speech ’From Environmental Education Towards Education of Sustainability’ 
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 Reports on UTSC activities 
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 Workshops ’Towards Action from Vision’.

· There was an active discussion in Workshops which were divided into four with different themes: Climate change, Eco-design, IT/Environment, International Development.

· We will have a new logo for UTSC chosen in the Logo contest by participants.
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 2.) It has been decided to issue a monthly newsletterâ€œEB This Monthâ€ to inform the UTSC members about the decision made inside UT EB(Executive Board).
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 3.) OASIS ( English Discussion Working Group) has been resumed from this school semester after a short-term halt.The members of OASIS have a discussion in lunch time every week on the agenda presented at each session.
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 4.) Donation of 20 second-hand computers to Cote d’ Ivore is being planned with a kind offer from the private company called ILIS which is a supplier of e-learning materials in Japan.
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 5.) UTSC had a meeting with AIESEC Keio University(KU) SFC (Shonan Fujisawa Campus). AIESEC KU SFC is running L’espoir internship program to mediate students (especially those from Sweden) who are interested in ’Environment and Development’ to NGO in Asia and environmental organization in Germany and Sweden. UTSC will set to work with Chalmers University to back up this program.
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 6.) Former EB members, Mr. Keishiro Hara, Mr. Naohide Shinohara, Ms. Atsuko Michinaka, Mr. Yuki Kamiya, Mr. Hirokazu Sugiyama and Mr. Yuichi Sugawara have graduated from EB.
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 7.) Climate Change Working Group had 2 monthly meetings about the water resources,and biodiversity and climate change respectively in March and June.
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 8.) Environmental Policies Working Group had 2 monthly meetings about the direction from now on and the study group.
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 9.) Master thesis presentation: One of UT SC EB members organized a meeting on the environment issues. Five students presented their master thesis or their concerns. After the presentation session, participants exchanged ideas on academic interests multi-disciplinally. Twenty students from 10 universities gathered to UT.

· Akiko YANO

MIT Students for Global Sustainability

Wednesday 2 July 2003, by Philip Michael Sheehy
News/Latest Activities

The Students for Global Sustainability (SfGS) recently held elections at MIT and are pleased to announce the following new officers: 
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 President â€“ Xiaomin Mou 
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 Secretary â€“ Shruti Chandrasekhar 
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 Treasurer â€“ Philip Sheehy 
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 Councilors â€“ Chaitra Chandrasekhar and Elke Hodson (w/ summer assistance from Philip Sheehy)

We have established a partnership with the City of Cambridge to aid in the implementation of the Cambridge Climate Protection Plan. You can get more information the article about this plan
We are planning fun activities and a new lecture series for the fall semester in an effort to attract new members to our group.

SfGS will be working with MITâ€™s Department of Facilities in an effort to expand the use of solar energy cells on campus, and locally in the City of Cambridge. Our local student film maker â€“ Celeste Chudyk â€“ will be operating behind the camera to produce a promotional video for photovoltaic installation, and will follow up this video by teaming up with Anke Hildebrandt (former President of our group) to develop a documentary of the environmental impact of photovoltaic cells.

Interview with the president of the WSC-SD

Towards a world-wide student organization

Sunday 6 July 2003, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Simon Schneebeli
What does the future of the WSC-SD look like? We wanted to know more about it and arranged an interview with Eri Saikawa from the University of Tokyo, president of the WSC-SD since march 2003.

 E-Journal: Hi Eri, how are you? 
 Eri: Fine, thanks. Very busy. Iâ€™m packing my things to move to the United States.

 ej: You are moving to the States? What are you doing there? And where are you going? At MIT? 
 Eri: I will do a postgraduate course in Environmental Policy and Resource management. And it wonâ€™t be MIT. I will be studying at Indiana Bloomington, at the School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

 ej: You’re going to found a new student community there? 
 Eri: You mean a new one?? Well, if possible, I would love to. We will see... But I would like to have more SC’s in developing countries although I think that it would be nice to have one where I will be in.

 ej: Good luck then. Now, about the WSC-SD. The WSC-SD started about two years ago. Where are you now with this organisation? 
 Eri: We are still a very new organization. As you said, it is still only 2 years old. But during the past years, we established our charter, we held 2 annual meetings, and this year we got a new partner SC in St. Petersburg. The e-journal is also a new project in order to strengthen our network inside the WSC-SD and to have a connection with the outside world too.

 ej: What are other points that you think should be developed in this year? What are your priorities for the WSC-SD ? 
 Eri: Well, we decided to have four short term goals for this year. They are:

1. Interaction among the Student Communities

2. One project in common

3. Finish up the website

4. Support committees

They are the short term goals that we discussed in the CC meeting that took place just before the AM

 ej: Interaction among student communities - the e-journal goes in this direction and the website too. How do you intend to support the committees? 
 Eri: We have been trying to set up committees, but last year it did not work very well. What I intend to do is to establish the committee with hopefully 10 active members of each and have the needed work run. For example, I think it is strongly necessary to have more students involved in WSC-SD activities as well as within their own student communities. Committees can be the way to do this, in my opinion.

 ej: Last year it was decided to give first priority to the development of the Student Communities and to promote the WSC-SD just as far as it does not compromise the Student Communities. Are you not doing just the opposite now? 
 Eri: No, no. It’s not the opposite. You are right that we should have our student communities developed, but we also need to have WSC-SD developed as well. For example the University of Tokyo Student Community is getting much more organized with many active members this year, and there are lots of students interested in the activity of WSC-SD as well. What I mean is that we should try to develop the infrastructure that will be needed in the future for the expansion of WSC-SD in the sustainable way.

 ej: And what are the long term objectives of the WSC-SD? 
 Eri: There are also four long-term goals that have been discussed within the Coordinating Council of the WSC-SD and with the participants at the Annual Meeting:

1. Education - As written in the charter, we believe that we have to broaden our idea of sustainable development.

2. Interaction with the society and industry - We are students and often are just inside the school without having any connection with the outside world, but we recognize it important to interact with them and to get support.

3. Collaboration with developing countries - We are a network of 6 SC’s at the moment, but we would like to have more opinions from the developing countries as we are focusing on sustainable development. We are proud to have the member student community in Russia from this March. 

4. Networking - We consider it important to have a platform for all the SC’s in order to gain/exchange information among ourselves, students.

IT/PR committee is now preparing a sustainability mailing list, and I think this is a great idea. I hope that the network of the WSC-SD will be big that it would cover all the continents and all the students interested in sustainable development in the world.



Note: sustainability mailing list is ready now. Check here for registration.



The interview was held on 30th June 2003 by Simon Schneebeli, member of the Student Community Lausanne and chair of the Communication Committee

The second edition of the E-Journal

Monday 7 July 2003, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Simon Schneebeli
Welcome to the second edition of our E-Journal. This time we present you with some articles about Sustainable Cities, the subject that the Coordinating Council of the WSC-SD has adopted as the main theme of this year.

Furthermore we present to you all the latest news from the Student Communities that are member of the WSC-SD. In particular, there is one article about the partnership between the Students for Global Sustainability of MIT and the city of Cambrige, where MIT is located. It shows that students can do something to improve sustainability and participate in a useful way.

But not only in the Student Communities had there been a lot of activities. We also present you the latest news from the WSC-SD itself. Discussions about the next Annual Meeting that will be held on March, 16th to 17th at the Chalmers University in GÃ¶teborg, Sweden.

And also the Communication Committee has been very active. This E-Journal is just one of the many projects undertaken behind the scenes. Among other things - a new server has been installed at MIT and the whole webpage has been shifted there. New tools have been installed, for example to manage all the mailinglists. We invite you to join the WSC-SD announcement list.

But this E-Journal has been the main activity of the Communication Committee. We have installed a Content Management System that allows to easily publish all texts on the internet and thus makes working on it much easier. Actually itâ€™s just now that we have all the tools to start a real E-Journal. And you could help us. If you like writing, you are the ideal person to join the group of editors. Even if you are not native English speaking you can join us. What counts is a lot of enthusiasm and a good mood.

We also launch a call for web programmers. There is still a lot of work that has to be done on the webpage and that could improve our work. So donâ€™t hesitate and contact us at info@wscsd.org.

Enjoy reading!

Chaitra Chandrasekhar Head of the Editorial Committee

Simon Schneebeli Chair of the Communication Commmittee

Account of a meeting between the Student Communities from Lausanne and Zurich

Project.21 and Unipoly: Move Together

Wednesday 3 September 2003, by Simon Schneebeli
On the weekend of the 19 to 20 July, it took place - the first official meeting between Project.21- Zurich and Unipoly- Lausanne . Several workshops were held, but also some time was spent on other activities: a bath in the â€œlake of Genevaâ€ , some individual discussions, a night party plus lots of fun. Here is the account of this very enriching weekend.

(French version of this article here).

Project.21 is the student community for Sustainable Development from Zurich, and Unipoly is the one from Lausanne. By train, it takes only a little bit more than two hours to travel from one city to the other. But in spite of this small distance, there was very little collaboration between the two associations. As a matter of fact, the two student communities are linked together through the World Student Community WSC-SD. In order to build strong bonds between them, Unipoly invited its German-speaking partners for a weekend of encounters and reflection about sustainability.

The meeting was held at a cottage in the hills above the lake of Geneva, a lovely place in the middle of preserved nature. The programme started on Saturday afternoon with a workshop where we shared our motivations towards a commitment with sustainable development - just to get some common basis for our weekend activities. What does sustainable development mean to us? In this large field, are there points that we have in common? Do we share the same points of view?

After this first workshop we refreshed our minds and bodies by taking a bath in the lake of Geneva. We passed the rest of the evening at an excellent barbecue and lots of discussions, sitting comfortably around our camping fire. For those who just finished their exams, it was an excellent possibility to forget about stress, to relax and to think of something else.

Sunday, we started rather early. The sun was rising and heated our sleeping bags (most of us preferred sleeping outdoors). After an excellent breakfast, weâ€™ve been backtracking: Workshop about â€œSustainable Citiesâ€ , this yearâ€™s official theme of the WSC-SD. It might be rather simple to improve something in a city, but WHAT is a city actually? What makes a good one, what characterises a bad one? Thatâ€™s a subject where we can get lost very easily!

After a rather improvised lunch, we had our last workshop. Again, it was not easy: How to reach a sustainable development WITH developing countries?

One of the long-term aims of the WSC-SD is to build collaboration with developing countries (please read the interview with the president of the WSC-SD). But how can we involve students from such countries, students whose priorities are different from ours and whose environment we do not even understand? What we all agreed upon was that we need a more active approach, that we should not just wait until local activities develop. However, the initiative must come from within these countries, and not from outside.

Although during the workshops we walked sometimes on rather unstable territory, and even if the outcomes were not always as satisfactory as we had hoped, the ambience was excellent and the participants expressed their satisfaction. The weekend was enriching as well for the matters that we have discussed, but even more by the contacts that had been established between Zurich and Lausanne. Thus we concluded that this meeting was just the first one, and that the next should follow soon.

The proceedings of the meeting are available at here.

Simon Schneebeli
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Straight from Tokyo

UT Student Community

Wednesday 3 September 2003, by Akiko Yano
1. We had a review of the UTSC plenary meeting which was held on 24th June â€˜03.

ã€€ã€€Some improvements we have to make are :
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 The explanation of EB(Executive Board) which we do at every plenary meeting might be not necessary. It may be more informative for theã€€participants if we introduce some activities of AGS.
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 We needed more preparation for the workshops. The expectation of the participants from the workshops was quite high so we have to put more efforts into them.
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 We should have more efficient and effective time management for the plenary meeting.
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 The topics of the workshops were not clear enough to facilitate discussion among students and professors. We should have stated topics more clearly.

2. New logo for UTSC has been decided. Please have a lookã€€at our new logos at http://nes.nenv.k.u-tokyo.ac.jp/temp/utsc_new_logo
3. Working groups: OASIS (Discussion in English), Climate change, Environmental policies will be held together in October to enhance the further understanding of each other. The details will be reported later.

4. The eco-design project will participate in â€˜Eco Design 2003â€™ which will be held in December.

Akiko YANO

Project 21 introduces [Studio!Sus]

Studentâ€™s guide to sustainable development

Wednesday 3 September 2003, by Nicole Meyer
One of the actual projects of [project.21] is Studio!Sus, a studentâ€™s guide to sustainable development. How did we get to this project?

Since students will act as executive personnel in their future positions, they will be able to pass on the thought of sustainability. This fact requires that they are conscious of the importance about the consequences of sustainable acting, but this is not sufficiently the case.

In order to counteract this deficit, we will publish Studio!Sus at the beginning of the winter semester 2003/2004 at the ETH and University of Zurich. Afterward, the guide will appear every semester. The guide is written by students for students and has a circulation of 8000 pieces. The format will be A5, containing 36 pages.

On subject matters, we entertainingly speak about sustainability, we give recommendations for annual papers and internships, we recommend classes, make portraits of companies and student activities and much more. In each edition, Studio!Sus focuses on a different subject. The focus of the first edition is consumption. The content is divided into six rubrics: Sustainability, Homo sustinens - 21st Century Life, Student Life, Sustainable Studies â€“ Sustainability in the Curriculum, Work Life, and Human Touch.

This summary should have given you an idea of how our guide will look like. If you would like to know more about it or feel like writing something, please contact me.

Brigitt Hausammann b.hausammann@web.de
News from Sweden

Chalmers Students for Sustainability

Wednesday 3 September 2003, by Dhammika Bokolamulla

[image: image86.png]


 We did a comprehensive campaign to introduce CSS and WSCSD to new students at Chalmers in form of meeting and seminars. Most of these students belong to the international masters programs. As usual we hope to some active enthusiastic students will join us. A welcome meeting is planned for 16th September.
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 We started to plan for new seminars and company visits in the fall.
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 Planning of the AM-related activities, including fundraising and organization was done.
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 We are working on the Bangladesh project.

News and Activities from SfGS at MIT

Wednesday 3 September 2003, by Philip Michael Sheehy

 SfGS recently participated in Midway Activities at MIT â€“ an event that gives each student group on MITâ€™s campus an opportunity to advertise to all the new students. Our table received many interested passer-bys, and we collected 60 names/emails of potentially new members. Thanks to Celeste, Xiaomin, Chaitra, Masahiro, Christine, and Philip for their help in advertising SfGS.

 SfGS will start the new semester with its first meeting of the year on September 10, and will follow that up with its participation in Graduate Student Volunteer Day IV on September 13. We will also have our first movie night with a showing of â€œEmpty Oceans, Empty Netsâ€ on September 23. It is going to be a busy fall.

 We would like to announce that Shruti Chandrasekhar has volunteered as our representative for the Annual Meeting Committee.

 The Solar Power at MIT initiative has received some help from an SfGS member â€“ Celeste Chudyk has been filming the installation of photovoltaic cells in Cambridge, and at MIT. She is now in the process of editing the promotional film â€“ and will then join other SfGS members in the making of a documentary exploring the life cycle of photovoltaic cells.

 See the Sustainable Cities section for an update on the progress of our Residential Energy Use project.

From the Editor’s Desk

Wednesday 3 September 2003, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Simon Schneebeli
Enter this issue for some news, education and reflection.

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the third edition of this E-Journal. Our editorial group is still growing and we hope youâ€™ll like the content. All those who have participated in editing a newsletter before, know that writing the articles and doing the layout is just one part of the game. There is also a lot of organisation and discussion to be done. The publication of an article about â€œreligion and sustainabilityâ€ sparked off an internal discussion. Do such articles find their place in our E-Journal? And is their quality good enough? We decided that the E-Journal should stay a place that is open even for articles that are not in the main field of our activities (which is mostly engineering). But at the same time we want to generally improve quality. As a first step, we will try to establish general guidelines that should help students in writing good papers, not only for the E-Journal, but also for the papers that are presented at other occasions such as the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD.

By the way, we understand this E-Journal is not only a place where we publish articles, but a place of discussion. Thus we invite everyone to comment on the articles through the link that you can find at the bottom of every article.

The September E-journal once again brings news from Asia, Europe and the United States. We see more collaborations between student communities and students in general - through the Project 21-Unipoly collaboration, and the two YES conferences in Braunwald. There is progress on the "Sustainable Cities" front, the theme the WSC-SD gave for this years activities.

What is the YES ? YES is the Youth Encounter on Sustainability (YES website ). In its fourth year, YES is an experiment in education by the Alliance for Global Sustainability AGS where graduate and advanced-level undergraduate students from around the world gather in the Swiss Alps for an intensive two-week institute to investigate and understand the demands of a sustainable development. The YES participants spend their time exploring expert knowledge, sharing diverse cultural experiences, working together in multidisciplinary working groups, and defining their roles in the process of sustainable development.

In this context, we would also like to say thank you to Karin Suter from the AGS who was co-organiser of the YES-courses since itâ€™s beginning. She leaves now for a postgraduate course in London.

We have some new work on the Sustainable Cities area and committment from all the student communities. The UTSC and MIT SfGS present some of their work towards this direction.

Work on the web site of the WSC-SD continues. Interested people can still contact info@wscsd.org.

Now we hope you enjoy reading it and look forward to your feedback. This is your new editor signing off,

Chaitra Chandrasekhar Editor, WSC-SD E-journal

Unipoly, Student Association from Lausanne

Tuesday 9 September 2003, by Felix Reinert
News / Latest Activities:
· In Lausanne as well, pretty much everybody is studying for their exams, and if not, on vacation. but even though we arranged to do some minor things like:

· Weekend with Project.21 near Lausanne -> brilliant, read separate article
· Simon Schneebeli finished his report on a survey about heating in a students dormitory that showed that over 70% of the students found that the student hostel is overheated.

· Discussions about the stickers project: to remind people to turn of the light while exiting a room (and on the same time for publicity for Unipoly :-) ) we are planning to place stickers in the facilities of our Universities.

· If there are going to be paper presentations in Sweden, we would like to host a rally of presentations, and a jury of us, specialists and professors will choose the one or ones to be sponsored to go to the AM 2004 in Sweden.

Outlook
· As soon as the semester starts, we will start again with our monthly presentations: "Lundi du DÃ©veloppement Durable". The dates are 3.Nov. and 1.Dec.03. 

· Planning of the welcome day for the new students: 17.10.03

· Play the strategem game with help from project21

· One big conference or talk this winter semester

· Last but not least: Birthday party: Unipoly turns one year old.

Felix Reinert

From the Editors’ Desk

The fourth edition of the E-journal

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
Dear Reader,

The November E-journal is the fourth edition of our online journal on issues of sustainability. This is the final edition for the year 2003. As the preparations for the Annual Meeting (AM) of the WSC-SD in March 2004 continue in full swing, we bring you an interview with the chairman of the AM committee where he talks about the plans and projects for the current AM. This is supplemented by an article on the experiences of participants from the last AM (students who were at the time outsiders to the WSC-SD). In the articles and papers section, there is a [focus on policy and planning issues in sustainability where authors look at the US, Africa and also North-South relationships.

In the student communities themselves, we see more interaction happening among members of the Student Community in Tokyo and interaction with other organisations at Lausanne, concentrated planning for the AM in Chalmers, lectures at our new partner St. Petersburg, talks, lectures and mixers at MIT. On the international front, there has been an increase in communication between all the members through the online chats thanks to Eri Saikawa, the president and Simon Schneebeli, the head of the communication committee.

We are proud to announce that we have strong participation from all parts of the WSC and from outside as can be seen by the articles published. For the next year and the following editions of the journal, we are contemplating expanding and infusing more new blood to this venture so if there are any budding writers and enthusiastic sustainability proponents, we look forward to welcoming you on our team. Whether or not you are interested in joining the team, we still encourage you to present your thoughts through messages at the ends of articles that stimulate your interest. All comments are welcome as we want to start the next year with improvements on the structure and content front.

 The Editorial board

Interview with Hadi Mozaffari - Chairman of the Annual Meeting Committee

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Dhammika Bokolamulla
Hadi Mozaffari (Kami) is the chairman of the CSS (Chalmers Students for Sustainability) and also the chairman of the annual meeting 2004 committee. He has a masterâ€™s degree in Science Physic and a masterâ€™s in Building Construction. Currently, he is a PhD student at the institution of Building Physic, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden.

Dhammika (D): How did you get involved in SD activities?

Kami (K): Actually, everything started after I graduated from Chalmers and started to work in a company. I was mostly involved in Sustainable construction issues: how to reuse building materials for constructions, what kind of material, how to build houses with low energy demands etc. After 3 years of working, I started my PhD project which is an AGS project regarding how to decrease the energy consumption of residential buildings in China. So I can say that professionally, I have been involved in sustainable development during the last 6 years.

D: How would the next AM look like? Would it be different from the last years’ one?

K: Before answering this question I would like to use this opportunity to thank all the people involved in our last annual meeting in Tokyo, and a special thanks to Tatsuya HANAOKA, who really did a great job in arranging the AM. Thanks to him and all the AM staff, there is a comprehensive documentation of all practical matters and processes to organize a successful annual meetings. The annual meeting 2004 in Gothenburg, will be a little bit different from the last one in two terms: the first thing is that the next AM will be smaller, with less participants. Another difference will be that we want to focus on projects with or within WSCSD.

D: What do you mean by focusing on projects?

K: As we know, WSCSD has existed in 2.5 years, which apparently is a short time for an organization like ours. During these years, we have been working by reinforcing the WSCSD and will continue with that parallel with other activities. Our friends in all Student Communities have had several activities and projects during these years, for instants, the Student Community in Zurich started with the â€œ Climate Ticketâ€ project, in MIT our friends started with â€œResidential Energy Use (REU) â€ project. The student community in Chalmers has a project called â€œEducation for street children in Bangladeshâ€ and etc. Our main objective with the next AM is gathering enthusiastic students around the world with different opinions concerning Sustainability, different experiences, problems in their countries, ideas and solutions.

D: Why would you want to make it small?

K: Basically it is due to the financial situation of our student community. We have limited recourses, which must be used very carefully. Secondly, we think to have a smaller meeting with all people participating in discussions, presenting quality papers and workshops closely related to the theme of the annual meeting and as potential projects with or within WSCSD, will enrich and be a an enlightening experience and outcome for the annual meeting.

D: Finally, how is the financial situation concerning the annual meeting? How do you hope to finance your activities in general?

K: So far AGS has been the only financial source for WSCSD. Of course we are grateful for all the support we have received, but we must realize that to be dependent on AGS has a side-effect, which practically means limited activities one way or another. For example, in order to finance the 2004 annual meeting, we cannot rely for fully in support from AGS. This is partly due to the tough economic situation the AGS is facing right now, and partly because it would be too risky for us. Thatâ€™s why, as the chair of fundraising committee in Chalmers, I have been in contact with several companies in order to get their attention to our activities and programs, which hopefully will result in some sponsorship. In my opinion, we have to, and I emphasize we have to define a new strategy for financing the whole WSCSD and its activities, where AM is only one of them. Otherwise we will not be able to fulfill our duties that we formulated in our charter. This is a challenge and we must take it seriously. I tried to highlight some of these points in the document called, â€œMembership strategy planâ€ , which actually is a strategy plan for the WSCSD, and not only for the membership committee.

Tokyo update

News from UTSC

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Akiko Yano
UTSC rules: We have set up the rules of UTSC; the official rule in Japanese and English, and detailed rules on Executive Board and Working Groups etc.

UTSC Homepage update: UTSC homepage had existed since the establishment of the UTSC, but now we are trying to renew it so it is easy to update. UTSC homepage in English is also coming soon. We also had a new member to help us on this.

Working Groups Joint Workshop: UTSC held a Working Groups Joint Workshop "Sustainability and Interdisciplinary -Challenges of Students-" on 16th Oct 03.

The purpose of this workshop was to promote interaction and new projects among the working groups ( Climate change, Environmental policies and OASIS(Discussionã€€in English)) through a discussion on one topic, Sustainability and Inter-disciplinary.

We had an active discussion in the workshop and also in the dinner party after it.

We were interviewed on the day by an interviewer from a Japanese company called X-Top Think Tank co.,Ltd. This company is running a website called X-net which is to support communication among students. The interview, article and pictures taken in the workshop will be posted on the X-net website soon.

GEA (Global Environmental Action) Conference in Tokyo: The chair of UTSC was invited to attend Eco-Youth Conference on 22th Oct which was an international conference for youths hosted by a Japanese senior NGO named Global Environmental Action. In the conference, three themes Education, Information Technology and Natural Resources were focused, and an Action Plan for them was proposed by youths. Also, UTSC was invited to Conference for Sustainable Future on 24th-26th Oct that was held following the EYC, and some students from UTSC participated in this conference.

GES is...

In 1991, the former Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita formed a committee of NGOs composed of persons of key standing in the government, industry and academia together with the former Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu and then Chairman of Keidanren Gaishi Hiraiwa. In November 1995, it was officially decided to change the name of the organizing committees to GEA (Global Environmental Action).

YES (Youth Encounter on Sustainability) Report Meeting: We are planning to hold the YES report meeting in Nov ’03 together with YES ’03 participants. The program will be published soon.

Meeting for young researchers: In UTSC, one project to build up a database of young reserchers working on environmental issues is currently running. This project will organize a meeting for young researchers in Nov. in order to promote communications among students and young researchers. In the meeting, the participants’ research will be presented and they will exchange the ideas on their researches.

Regular Meetings of Working Groups: Regular Meetings of Working Groups in the winter semester have started. In the meetings of Climate-Change WG, wind-powered energy and biomass energy were focused to discuss. In the meeting of Enviromental Policy WG, participants had a discussion on ’how to realize sustainable cities’.

News from Sweden

Report from Chalmers 

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Dhammika Bokolamulla
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 We had a very successful welcome meeting for the new students (both Swedish and International) on the 16th of September. Our activities and future projects were introduced to them. There were some active enthusiastic students who wanted to join our community.
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 AM-related activities planned or ongoing:

· Preparation of detailed activity plans in areas such as food, accommodation, logistics, IT etc

· Call for papers and workshops completed

· Continued work on fundraising, one of the most important tasks. Still negotiating with companies and Chalmers AGS.
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 We started a presentation series in which our members give a presentation about sustainable development issues in their countries. We found it very interesting to listen to different problems and solutions in different countries. As the first step, Bharat from India presented sustainable development issues in India.

Students from St. Petersburg joined the WSC-SD

News from the WSC-SD partner in St. Petersburg

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Kostya Vasiliev
In the year 2003 the following activities have been implemented by Saint Petersburg Student Community for Sustainable Development:
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 1. January 2003. A concert of the Russian Folklore Ensemble "Rodnick" (a stream) (The Ensemble is composed of the students of Gymnasium 61 of St.Petersburg) at the orphanage for disabled children N4 in Pavlovsk, an environ of St.Petersburg was organized with the help of Mission Global Outreach Cultural and Educational Charity organization (MGO)that brings teams of Americans to summer camps and orphanages in St. Petersburg area
Two goals were achieved then: a performance for the orphans was organized and students of the gymnasium got experience of giving a performance at such an unusual place and had a practice of English by talking with the Americans coming to Russia through MGO.

Contacts between MGO and Rodnick were established, which can hopefully lead to organization of concerts in other facilities like Pavlovsk N4 orphanage and to talks about HIV and AIDS to the children if possible.
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 2. March - October 2003. The set of lectures on â€œEnglish Speaking Countries, Their Languages and Culturesâ€ was launched at the State Classes of Foreign Languages at Aleksandrovski Lyceum in St. Petersburg for the students who study English there.
The aim is to show the students of English the diversity of the countries where the language they study is spoken (to widen their horizons) and to show that it is not an obstacle for communication and exchange of ideas and for peace. The information of the WSCSD is given.
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 The first lecture was read at the beginning of March and was an introduction to the course and dealt mainly with descriptions of Great Britain and its parts, the USA, South Africa Australia, Hong Kong and islands in the Pacific (the Philippines). In the course of the lecture electric keyboards and video and photo materials were used as well postcards and â€œreal thingsâ€ that characterize the regions described the best.

· The real things were: a stuffed armadillo (for Texas), Australian hat with anti-fly stripes and corks, a cowboy hat (for Texas as well), an apron with the Welsh alphabet and words (for Wales), a stuffed Nessie (for Scotland). 

· The CD songs played: â€œMiss Californiaâ€ â€“ R&B song (for California), London Homesick Blues (Going Home with the Armadillo) by Gary P.Nunn (for Texas).

· The videos shown: an episode from the Riverdance (for Ireland),an episode about the collie sheepdogs in Scotland â€“ an amature video (for Scotland) â€“ turned out to be favorite for the students.

· The songs played on the keyboards: â€œCarrickfergusâ€ â€“ a Celtic folklore (for Scotland & Ireland), â€œAn Auld Lang Syneâ€ by Robert Burns (for Scotland), â€œA Love Storyâ€ by Francis Lai (for all the countries and to congratulate women that were present at that day with the upcoming Womenâ€™s Day that is celebrated on March 8th in Russia). 

· An example of information given about one part of these English-speaking countries â€“ Texas: Texan accent is described with their â€œyâ€™allâ€ , â€œI am fixing to do somethingâ€ and â€œHowdy Padnerâ€ and also Eastern Texan twang and a Western Texan drawl. Also information about Houston and Austin is given, in the meanwhile the real Cowboy hat and the stuffed Armadillo toy are shown to illustrate the description.

The information was gathered from the books on these countries and mainly from conversations both in person and by e-mail to people â€“representatives of the countries spoken about.
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 The second lecture was given on October 15th and was titled â€œThe British Pop Music, its origins, its growth and its varietyâ€ and was mainly about the Beatles, their story and their teachings of Love and Peace.

· The real things used were: the Polish postcard with the SP lines carved into it that had one of the Beatles songs in them (it was done so that to smuggle the Beatles music into the USSR), the LP cover of the White Album Beatles LP, John Lennonâ€™s book â€ In His Own Writeâ€ , Paul McCartneyâ€™s â€œBlackbird Singingâ€ . 

· The CD songs played: â€œMy Bonnieâ€ â€“ the first recording by the Beatles.

· The videos shown: episodes from â€œBackbeatâ€ - a movie about German days of the Beatles, first episode about â€œA Hard Dayâ€™s Nightâ€ â€“ to underline such an event as Beatlemania, â€œStrawberry Fields Foreverâ€ video clip, episodes from â€œYellow Submarineâ€ , â€œDonâ€™t Let Me Downâ€ video clip â€“ to describe their concert on the Roof of the Apple Corps Building in London, extracts from amature movies to show Liverpool, the places where the Beatles lived and played and just to make a lecture more interesting, episodes from the Beatles Anthology.

· The songs played on the keyboards: â€œLove me Tenderâ€ by Elvis Presley to support the story of the influence the Beatles underwent, some sitar tune to describe George Harrisonâ€™s contribution, â€œLet It Beâ€ to conclude the story.

· The books read at the lecture: different stories from John Lennonâ€™s book â€ In His Own Writeâ€ .

Both of the lectures and the whole project is an idea of and been realized by Kostya Vassiliev.

The next lecture is going to be about the religions in the English-speaking countries with the main focus on Christianity, of course, and its varietes and also Islam and Buddhism and some other religions of the islands of the Pacific. It will probably take place in March.



Hopefully, this project will be realized by a workshop with a pre-title â€œThe Increase of Effectiveness of Providing Information by means of Entertainment and Application of your lecture to Practiceâ€ . The problem is how to make information of your lesson more memorable and not to make people concentrate on yourself rather than information you provide. The application to Sustainable Cities will be the improvement of education in the schools and creating studentsâ€™ collaboration through which such entertainment lessons will be realized.

The effect of the project is to increase awareness of students of the problems that are going on in this world, to show them its diversity.

For example most fighters in the Chechen Republic do not know that there was WW II. They just only know their own war. Of course, I exaggerate here, but still I found out that most people in St.Petersburg do not know much about English-Speaking Countries and the Beatles, so I hope that those lectures were a good chance for them to learn that and also it was a good chance to spread information about WSC_SD.
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 3. May 2003.The article about Kostyaâ€™s and Leezaâ€™s participation in the 3rd World Student Community for Sustainable Development Summit. Published in May 14th, 2003.

The aim was to spread information about our student community and WSCSD and its summits to the students of our Alma Mater by means of the newspaper and to announce the presentation of St.Petersburg Student Community in St. Petersburg State Politechnical University.
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 4. May 2003.The presentation of St. Petersburg World Student Community in St. Petersburg State Politechnical University. Took place in mid-May 2003.

The aim was to spread information about our student community and WSCSD and its summits to the students of our Alma Mater by means of meeting in person and to emphasize Kostya’s and Leeza’s participation in Japan which was done by means of showing an amature 15 minutes long movie of their trip to Japan made by Kostya. And hence to encourage students who came for working with us.
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 5. The meeting of participants of St. Petersburg Student Community. The end of September, 2003.

The aim was to coordinate activities, to elect representatives of the commitees and to announce the call for paper to the conference in Gotebourg, Sweden in March, 2004.

The results of the election and the current situation in the management of St. Petersburg Student Community.

· Elizaveta Perova â€“ the President (is not fulfilling her duties due to her departure to the USA for two years to do her Master’s). 

· Konstantin Vasiliev â€“ the Acting President/ Councillor

· Konstantin Rumyantsev â€“ the vice-president/vice-councillor

· Anna Bozhko â€“ the AM representative.

The representatives for other committess will be elected once the need for that appears.
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 6. October 2003. The campaign to promote WSCSD and its 3rd summit was held..

The aim to spread information of about of St. Petersburg Student Community, WSC-SD and a call for papers.

Was held in the form of ads distributed to the Faculties and the Departments.

At the moment the participants are busy working on the papers to submit by Nov 10th. At the end of October another meeting will be held.

What’s happened at the Coordinating Council

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Philip Michael Sheehy
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 The Student Community from St. Petersburg has joined the WSC-SD. Until the acceptance of their membership at the next annual meeting, they have the status of partner of the WSC-SD. To read more about their activities, read the article about their activities as well as the adventure of one of their members in Tokyo.
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 The Coordinating Council is pleased to announce the appointment of Xiaomin Mou of MITâ€™s SfGS as chair of the Membership Committee
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 The Student Community from Zurich has accepted to lead the works on the revisions to the Charter of the WSC-SD. Among others the following points should be clarified:

· WSC-SD mission statement

· Partner vs. Member Student Communities 
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 The CC continues to use the Groupware tool installed by Simon Schneebeli and we are scheduled to have an online chat on November 7th, 2003 to discuss the 2004 Annual Meeting (for more information, go here).
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 We would like to thank Stanley Huâ€“ a former MIT student who has been instrumental in maintaining our server. Stanley is not actually affiliated with MITâ€™s SfGS; however, he continues to provide invaluable computer assistance to our organization.

Philip Sheehy

News from MIT Students for Global Sustainability

News from SfGS

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Philip Michael Sheehy
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 We are pleased to announce the appointment of Xiaomin Mou as chair of the Membership Committee. Xiaomin will be an integral part of establishing new guidelines and direction for clarifying the role of â€œPartnerâ€ Student Communities and â€œMemberâ€ Student Communities.
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 Just this past week â€“ on Wednesday October 29 â€“ SfGS hosted its first Sustainable Development Mixer. About 15 different groups on campus were at the mixer â€“ each group with its own interests within the field of sustainable development. The social event was designed to encourage communication and collaboration between groups on campus with similar interests and goals. Although much of the work being done on MITâ€™s campus â€“ in classrooms, in Cambridge, as part of student groups, in the Department of Facilities â€“ is achieving a number of goals, we believe that more interaction between groups can only improve upon the situation by capitalizing on the potential synergy of our combined efforts. The night was a great success, and we have already witnessed the effect of the networking. It is a very exciting time at MIT for those interested in sustainable development.
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 Philip Sheehy spoke at the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Solar Power Initiative on October 15, 2003. MIT just installed new photovoltaic panels on top of the Student Center and Philip offered a studentâ€™s perspective on the project. Celeste Chudykâ€™s video of the installation process was shown at the ribbon cutting ceremony â€“ and she was also at the event filming the different speakers! Celeste has done an excellent job representing SfGS throughout the installation process.
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 Our group has just wrapped up the first series of talks as part of the Sustainable Development Seminar Series. Our first topic was Sustainable Agriculture. We heard from Carl Bielenberg, an inventor and founder of the Better World Workshop, talk about his innovative efforts to improve upon small scale farming in rural Africa during the 1970s and 80s. We also heard from Jack Kittredge, an organic farmer in our home state of Massachusetts. Jack talked about the organic alternative, what it means to be an organic farmer, the challenges facing the organic producer in the current US economy, and gave his opinion about GMOs. To wrap up the series, Professor Deborah Fitzgerald of MITâ€™s Program in Science, Technology and Society discussed the history of food and how it is that food in the US â€“ particularly the food distributed by aid organizations and to the military â€“ have become so processed and artificial. Our seminar series will continue in the middle of November with three talks about Renewable Energy, followed by another session in December about Urbanization â€“ a great review for the Annual Meeting! (The seminar series is co-hosted by Design that Matters, MIT Student Pugwash and Engineers Without Frontiers)

Preview A quick preview of what is happening at MIT SfGS in the coming months:
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 We will be hosting a class during Independent Activities Period about Sustainable Cities
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 Continuing work on the Residential Energy Use Project with the City of Cambridge
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 Continuing work on â€˜sustainable containersâ€™ project (as seen in the last edition of the e-Journal)

Philip Sheehy

News from the Communication Committee

Tuesday 18 November 2003, by Simon Schneebeli
External Communication

Rework the webpage: Help wanted Works on the revision of the WSC-SD webpage have started. The whole content is rivised and shifted to a content management system that allows easier administration. Parts of the webpage are temporarily down. We are in need for help. If you have programming knowledge, you can help with the webpage structure. But we also need help for the content, where no programming skills are needed.

New mailinglist A new mailinglist has been created. It’s aim is to offer a specific platform to discuss issues of sustainability in the context of developing countries. For more information on the mailinglists of the WSC-SD go to the list overview page.

Internal Communication

Survey on Communication An internal survey was conducted to find ways to improve communication within the different organs of the WSC-SD.It showed that the groupware tool that has been installed on our server is generally appreciated by the users. It offers a better overview of the ongoing discussion than the mailinglists that were previously used. Howeve it showed also that there only few people that visit the site regularly. Thus some student communities are less represented at the WSC-SD than others.

Online chat The groupware tool allows to have online chat. A first test has been conducted already in August. It showed that real time communication offers serious advantages over the forum. For November 7th an official online chat meeting is scheduled. Work on improving communication is going on. We are also searching for possibilities to have video-conferencing. However the lack of infrastructure is a serious handicap.

Simon Schneebeli

	News/Latest activities 
	DerniÃ¨res nouvelles 

	As usual in the summer time, students concentrate on their exams. Thus the association was having its "summer sleep". However there were some meetings to prepare activities for fall and winter. Here is what happened these last weeks:

· 20th October: Welcome day for the new students. We could spread our first newsletter as well at the University as at the politechnical institute in Lausanne. 

· 3rd November: First of our monthly meetings "Lundis du DÃ©veloppement Durable" about the subject "How to make development sustainable". We had invited the editors of a magazine for sustainable development. They told us about the aims of their magazine, their guidelines and their "philosophy" which is to make solution based knowledge about sustsainability available for everyone. To know more about it: "La revue durable". 
	
Comme d’habitude en Ã©tÃ©, l’association fonctionne en ralentie Ã  cause des examens et des vacances. Tout de mÃªme nous avons commencÃ© Ã  prÃ©parer plusieurs activitÃ©s importants. 

· 20 octobre: JournÃ©e d’accueil. Nous avons pu prÃ©senter notre nouvelle feuille d’information aussi bien Ã  l’UniversitÃ© qu’Ã  l’Ecole Polytechnique de Lausanne. Vous le trouvez sur notre site Unipoly.

· 3 novembre: Reprise des rencontre mensuels "Lundis du DÃ©veloppement Durable" au sujet de "Comment rendre le dÃ©veloppement durable". Nous avons invitÃ© les rÃ©dacteurs d’un magazine pour le dÃ©veloppement durable. Ils nous ont expliquÃ© les buts de leur magazine, leurs principes et leur philosophie. Pour en savoir plus: "La revue durable". 

	Outlook 
	A l’Agenda 

	· 12th November: General Assemblage. 

· 19th November: Paper Presentation. We are organising a paper presentation here in Lausanne to do a preselection for the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD in GÃ¶teborg in March 2004

· 20th November: "La fÃªte du DÃ©veloppement Durable". We celebrate the first anniversary of our association. We could arrange to get a room in a famous restaurant. The even give us 10% of the money they make at the bar. The idea is to have an interactive party. We intend to put posters with different slogans at the walls, and allow people to write their opinion about them. 
	· 12 novembre: AssemblÃ©e GÃ©nÃ©rale
· 19 novembre: Paper presentation. Nous organisons une prÃ©sentation publique de rapports pour faire une prÃ©selection pour le rencontre annuel Ã  GÃ¶teborg. 

· 20 novembr: La FÃªte du DÃ©veloppement Durable: Unipoly fÃªte son premier anniversaire. Nous avons pu organiser une salle Ã  l’"Atelier Volant" au coeur de Lausanne. Ils nous ont mÃªme promis 10% des bÃ©nefices du bar. L’idÃ©e c’est d’organiser une soirÃ©e thÃ©matique et interactive. Nous mettons des posters avec de courts textes au sujet de dÃ©veloppement durable et les participants pourront noter sur ces posters ce qu’ils pensent. 


Simon Schneebeli

http://unipoly.epfl.ch
News from Unipoly

Monday 5 January 2004, by Simon Schneebeli
News/Latest Activites

Unipoly wishes a happy new year to all sustainability freaks. We hope that the new year will bring lots of (renewable) energy to all of you.

General Assemblage: The last months of 2003 were spend mainly with integrating the new members of our community in the tasks and principles of the association. The General Assemblage brought many new faces to our organisation. With the new people we are also looking for new horizons. We were discussing a lot about how to organise our community, our objectives and how to reach them. We also want to reinforce our presence at the University of Lausanne. Until now we are mainly students from the Institute of Technology.

La FÃªte du DÃ©veloppement Durable: On November 12 we had a big birthday party to celebrate the first birthday of our student community. An excellent occasion to do something else than just discussing sustainability :-)

Lundis du DÃ©veloppement Durable: Again we have had two of our presentations Lundis du DÃ©veloppement Durable (Mondays of Sustainable Development), our monthly public meetings about different aspects of sustainable development.

The November subject was How to make development sustainable with the editors of a magazine about sustainability La Revue Durable . The told us about their philosophy and their editorial line, their problems and their successes.

The December issue was on Multicriteria Decision Making: Tools to plan sustainable streets.

Outlook

Meeting with Zurich: On January 11 there will be a meeting with the student community from Zurich. Among others we will discuss about the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD in GÃ¶teborg, Sweden and the workshops we will organise there.

Lundis du DÃ©veloppement Durable: The next theme of our public meetings will be about integration of foreigners. This is to not only discuss matters of technology and sustainability, but also social aspects. Invited will be two persons from an organisation that works together with the public administration for a better integration of foreigners in Lausanne.

 Simon Schneebeli 
 http://unipoly.epfl.ch
News from MIT SfGS

Monday 5 January 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
The Sustainable Development Seminar Series that SfGS co-hosted was a great success. We ended up with 9 speakers in the categories of Sustainable Agriculture, Sustainable Energy and Sustainable Cities, with topics ranging from organic farming to wind generated power to sustainable architecture/design. We had good attendance â€“ and most importantly, the seminars were very interactive. You can check out the presentations on our website (note: not all presenters used a powerpoint format â€“ and as such, some presentations may not be available).

The Students for Global Sustainability received good feedback from the Sustainable Development Mixer (reported in the last edition of the e-Journal). In fact, SfGS has received more funding to host a similar activity in February or March of the Spring semester â€“ we are currently planning the event.

The month of January means that it is time for another Independent Activities Period (IAP) at MIT â€“ it is an opportunity for MIT students to do a number of things: take an extended vacation, participate in a robotics competition, take an etiquette class, do some woodworking or this year . . . participate in the Sustainable Cities Workshop hosted by the Students for Global Sustainability. Thatâ€™s right â€“ SfGS is teaching a class. We are learning more about our own city â€“ Cambridge â€“ while learning more about what it really means for a city to be sustainable. We are going to be collecting data about how Cambridge operates now â€“ including information about emissions, land-use, transportation, water-use, etc. At the same time, we will be collecting information about â€˜best practicesâ€™ â€“ innovative and creative initiatives from around the world that have facilitated sustainable development in an urban setting. We will use the information about Cambridge in the present as parameters for development, and the information about â€˜best practicesâ€™ as inspiration for creative development. At the end of the class, we hope to generate a picture of what Cambridge could look like in 2020 by embracing sustainable development. The name of our course is:

Sustainable Cities Workshop: Cambridge 2020

You can check out updates from the course during the month of January by visiting the course homepage
News from the Coordinating Council

Monday 5 January 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
The Coordinating Council would like to extend its best wishes in the New Year to all the participating members of the World Student Community for Sustainable Development. We look forward to another excellent and productive year as an evolving student organization. We also hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday season.

The Coordinating Council is currently deliberating over core issues of the WSC-SD. We are currently working on documents that will redefine the organization on an international level, and clarify our mutual goals and visions as they relate to sustainable development.

The most significant change will be a comprehensive revision of the WSC-SD Charter, originally signed by the Member Student Communities in 2002 at the First Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD in San Jose, Costa Rica. Although the current charter of the WSCSD represents our organization, the Coordinating Council is currently debating the most appropriate and efficient method for amending the document to reflect changes within the organization and to secure the organizationâ€™s future as a player in the growing fields of sustainability and sustainable development. This will be an ongoing issue leading up to the Annual Meeting in March, hosted by Chalmers.

Similarly, the Coordinating Council is developing a plan for membership in the WSC-SD â€“ participation by groups such as the one formed in St. Petersburg, Russia (currently a Partner Student Community) have forced the international body of councilors to clarify the process for becoming a Member Student Community in the WSC-SD. This is considered part of the charter issue; however, because of its potentially broad-sweeping effect on the future of the WSC-SD and future Student Communities, it is being treated separately. This will also be an ongoing issue leading up to the Annual Meeting in March.

The next several months will be extremely busy as preparations for the Annual Meeting continue, and serious issues are approached. Let us remember that the strength of our organization is rooted in our diversity. We are 6 separate Student Communities with unique goals and aspirations; however, we are driven by a common good. Cooperation and communication are core elements to success as we move forward in the New Year. If we continue to work together with optimism and realistic goals, we will secure our role as an influential organization dedicated to promoting sustainability and sustainable development in the research, education and daily lives of tomorrowâ€™s scientists, engineers, policy-makers, and leaders. Good luck in the New Year.

News from UTSC

Monday 5 January 2004, by Akiko Yano
Preparation of workshops for WSC-SD AM ’04 in Sweden
UTSC has set up a project called ’GÃ¶teburg project’ which includes all the workshops (WSs) raised from inside UT.

UTSC had the first meeting of all the participants interested in workshops on 27th Nov. ’03.

So far, we have 3 WSs namely Climate change WS, Sustainability in Japan WS, Communication WS.

In each workshop, the following topics would be included:

· Climate Change WS: Experiences in COP9, Climate change and Energy, Water, and Developing Countries.

· Sustainability in Japan WS: Mobile phone recycling in Japan, LCA ((Life Cycle Assessment), CBA (Cost Benefit Analysis). 

· Communication WS: TV conferencing, cultural differences, Interdisciplinary communication.
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 1.1) ’Sustainability in Japan’ workshop had the first meeting this week. They discussed about the flow of the workshop, presentation and the discussion topics.
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 1.2) Other workshops are planning to have meetings from Jan. ’04.

2. Participants to WSC-SD and AGS AM ’04 in Sweden
Students who need a financial support from AGS office in UT are required to submit 400words essay to UTSC by 10th Jan ’04.

3. Observation of COP9 at Milan, Italy
Four members of Climate Change WG were sent to COP9 hosted by UNFCCC. By watching the international decision-making process on global warming, they understood international relations on climate change. A report meeting is under consideration.

4. Eco-Design Workshop
In International Conference on Eco-Design on 8th Dec. ’03, UTSC co-hosted a workshop "Environment and Crime" with two youth organizations. They had a discussion on the topics such as the parkâ€™s possibility of being a hotbed of crime and what is necessary for an ideal park.

5. OECD/Japan seminar
On 11-12th Dec.â€™03, OECD/Japan seminar was held in Tokyo. The purpose of this meeting was to provide an opportunity for policy makers and stakeholders in higher education to discuss the long term future of universities.

Among the important participants, Mr. Keishiro Hara who is a former chair of UTSC took part in this seminar as a panel member.

6. Regular meeting of Env-policy Working Group
Research presentation and discussion on History of Environmental Issues were held

News from Project 21

Monday 5 January 2004, by Nicole Meyer
Since the new semester has started, [project.21] has taken up the work in project activities again. Some ideas were rediscussed and are being implemented now and also some new projects could be developed. Furthermore, our community had several teambuilding acitivities, for example, the annual weekend and christmas dinner. We hope you enjoy reading our news!

1. Ongoing projects

[Studio!Sus]
The first edition of [Studio!Sus], a student’s guide to sustainable development, was successfully published at the start of the new semester in October 2003. 3000 copies were distributed at both ETH and University of Zurich. The overall feedback turned out to be very positive. Currently, we are working on the second edition which will focus on â€žSustainable Citiesâ€œ. It will be distributed at the end of March 2004.

If you would like to read the first edition (only availabe in German) you can download it from www.project21.ethz.ch/studiosus.html and if you have any questions or inputs, please contact Brigitt Hausammann (chief editor): b.hausammann@web.de
[avanti-Podium]
Mobility or chaos? â€“ a political discussion about an initiative* to invest several million Euros in building new roadways.

In February, the citizens of Switzerland will vote on an initiative that asks to build more streets, loosen an article in the constitution so that it becomes possible to dig another tunnel through the alps and generally enlarge the capacity of car traffic. For this reason we invite different speakers (politicians, representatives from NGOs and scientists) to discuss the effects of the possible implementation of this initiative. The Podium will take place in January 2004 and aims at informing the population (especially the students) about the background of the initiative and to motivate them to go voting.

* In Switzerland it is possible to launch an initiative (ask the government to do something) by collecting signatures. If there are enough signatures there will be a public vote on this issue.

[Sustainable cities]
In cities the population lives close together in limited space. Therefore, many social and environmental problems appear first in these centers. By organizing a conference, we want to bring together different stakeholders such as scientists, politicians, representatives from NGOs and economic leaders to discuss possible solutions to different problems.

The program of the one and a half day symposium consists of workshops, presentations, a keynote speech and possibilities for informal exchange. The workshop topics include:

· Utopia concrete: What is a sustainable city? Which are the key factors and criteria? Is it possible to build/create a sustainable city? â€“ Discussion of the questions in the context of the planned â€žScience Cityâ€œ â€“ an expansion of the ETH HÃ¶nggerberg in Zurich.

· Dharamsala Cleaning: Discussion of the waste problems in Dharamsala â€“ the Tibetan exile government in India - in comparison with waste problems in Zurich. Focal point will be the following question: How can knowledge influence the behavior and how important are values (social and environmental)?

· City centre: How can people be motivated to take care of public places in their community? We will look at the function of a main square (like an Italian â€žPiazzaâ€œ) as meeting point for the local population.

The symposium is planned to take place in June 2004.

[Homepage on climate change]
A small group is setting up a concept to create a webpage with basic information about climate change and other climate related issues. It should explain the scientific background and serve as a source of information on international treaties and processes and also as a platform for discussion.

2. Activities of the community

A) Member raising
At the beginning of the semester we had a stand with flyers and information about [project.21] in four different locations at the ETH and the University of Zurich. We also organized two information events in the evening where we presented our community and its activities.

B) Weekend
In November, we met at small house far away from â€žcivilizationâ€œ to discuss our projects, problems within the community, the WSC-SD structure, future plansâ€¦ It was as usual very productive to be together for a whole weekend to focus on our activities, brainstorm on new projects, develop ideas and also to have time to talk about other things and to have fun (for example by scaring poor scouts in the forest at night :-)).

C) WSC-SD Charter discussion
During our weekend, we conluded that there are fundamental problems to be solved concerning the charter. Therefore we decided to have a WSC-SD-Brunch together with Unipoly to discuss possible solutions. In a four hoursâ€™ meeting we didnâ€™t actually come up with many solutions but rather with many questions that have to be answered by all member communities together.

D) Christmas dinner
To finish the year, we had a relaxing Christmas dinner at Heidiâ€™s place (our president) instead of the usual meeting.
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 Nicole Meyer 
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 Project.21
News from St. Petersburg

Monday 5 January 2004, by Kostya Vasiliev
Most members were busy with preparing papers to submit for the conference in March (see Activity N 2) and hence the activities revolved around this.

Activity No. 1

Follow-up of the lectures given at the Aleksandrovskiy Lyceum in March and October 2003.

Form: It was held in a form of the discussion on English- speaking countries and their peculiarities.

Date: Mid-November

Place: In order to give people the better understanding of the world around a Chinese Restaurant in the center of Saint Petersburg was chosen as the spot for the meeting.

Goal: to sum up what was told at the meetings and for the leader to get the feed back from the audience. Interesting bits: some parts of the discussion were held in English but most surprisingly some students who possess good knowledge of French used these chance to practice their ability in this language as well and the idea to lead the same kind of lectures but on France and French-speaking countries was brought up.

Activity No. 2

Preparation of the articles to submit to the chair of the AM 2004. 13 papers were submitted on the variety of themes starting from â€œPurification of the Air from the Industrial Emissions with the Help of Cyclone Dust Collectorsâ€ (by Ksenia I. Strelets) and â€œSocial Adaptation Of Disabled People In A Sustainable Cityâ€ (by Ekaterina V. Shavrina) and ending with some projects on the costruction of the Belt Highway (or Ring Road around Saint Petersburg). Alas, only one paper was admitted â€“ the one by a postgraduate student of Saint Petersburg State Polytechnical University â€“ Nikolay Bobylev. The paperâ€™s title was â€œModern Underground Infrastructure for a Sustainable Cityâ€ .

Kostya Vasiliev

The MacArthur Foundation

Monday 5 January 2004, by Morie Alpha, Simon Schneebeli
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation is a private independant granmaking institution decided to helping groups and individuals foster lasting improvement in human condition.

Through the support it provides, the Foundation fosters the development of knowledge, nurtures individual creativity, helps strengthen institutions, participates in the formation of effective policy, and provides information to the public, primarily through support for public interest media.

The Foundation makes grants through four programs and by making program-related investments.

· The Program on Global Security and Sustainability focuses primarily on international issues, including peace and security, conservation and sustainable development, population and reproductive health, human rights, and the consequences of globalization. The program also supports initiatives in Russia and Nigeria, particularly concerning the improvement of higher education. International offices are located in Mexico, India, Nigeria, and Russia.

· The Program on Human and Community Development operates primarily within the United States. Issues of interest to the program include community development; regional policy; affordable housing, with a particular emphasis on the preservation of rental housing; and system reform in education, juvenile justice, and mental health.

* The General Program supports public interest media, including public radio and the production of independent documentary film; and makes grants to large arts and cultural institutions in the Chicago area.

· The MacArthur Fellows Program awards five-year, unrestricted fellowships to individuals across all ages and fields who show exceptional merit and promise of continued creative work. It is limited to U.S. citizens and other residents of the United States.

· Program-Related Investments (PRIs) are loans and equity investments provided at below-market rates for projects that advance the philanthropic objectives of the Foundation. Most PRIs support U.S.-based community development financial institutions that provide affordable banking services for individuals as well as financing for small businesses, low-cost housing, and community facilities.

The Foundation benefits in its work from diversity at all levels of its operations. In working with other organizations and individuals, the Foundation values those who understand and share its commitment to diversity.

One of the nation’s ten largest private philanthropic foundations, MacArthur has awarded more than $3 billion in grants since it began operations in 1978, and today has assets of just under $4 billion. Annual grantmaking totals approximately $175 million. The Foundation believes its grantmaking is most effective when focused upon a relatively few areas of work, combined with sufficient resources over a long enough period of time to make a measurable difference.

John D. MacArthur (1897-1978) developed and owned Bankers Life and Casualty Company and other businesses, as well as considerable property in Florida and New York. His wife Catherine (1909-1981) held positions in many of these companies and served as a director of the Foundation.

News from Chalmers

Monday 5 January 2004, by Dhammika Bokolamulla
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 Company Visit: 11 students from the chapter visited Shell on the 9th of December 2003. First there was a presentation of the company for around one hour and then we had a very interesting discussion session. After that we visited different parts of the company, such as water waste treatment, heating pumps, control rooms, gasoline production line.
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 AM-related activities planned or ongoing:

· Paper reviewing process was completed

· Preparation of detailed activity plans in areas such as food, accommodation, logistics, IT etc 

· Continued work on fundraising, one of the most important tasks. There were positive replies from one company in Gothenburg. Negotiations with the Chalmers AGS continue.

Communications Committee: Moving towards a web-community

News from the Communication Committee

Monday 5 January 2004, by Simon Schneebeli
Offering interaction

The internet is actually an excellent place where people from all over the world can meet. Right now the webpage of the WSC-SD is far from offering all the tools for a real interaction among students. The E-Journal allows people to give comments on published articles and the mailinglists offer a possibility to start discussion. The discussions among members of the WSC-SD have been greatly facilitated by a groupware tool.

Script collections like PHPnuke or Tikiwiki have a much larger spectrum of functionalities and would allow a much higher degree of interaction, but the page setup is also much more complicated. Thatâ€™s why we are looking for people interested in doing web-adminstration.

From the Editors’ Desk

Monday 5 January 2004, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
Welcome to the January 2004 E-journal touching on sustainability issues in fields ranging from economics and urban planning to education and technology.

Dear Readers,

The entire team behind the E-journal would like to wish you a successful and sustainable New Year. We begin this year by expanding our journal to encompass the growing interest of students from various institutions across the world in sustainability. As can be seen in this issue of the journal, we are enthused to see active participation from many students from various universities. This is in the true spirit of our international organization â€“ the promotion of interaction and exchange of ideas through this forum for issues on sustainability. We hope to have continued support from these and other students.

The journal has articles on issues like evaluating fair trade in software through open source, the effects of a Tobin Tax, technology in developing countries and policy with regard to endangered species. Sustainable Cities, the theme of our upcoming annual meeting, is examined through different and interesting viewpoints.

At the local university level, preparations for the annual meeting continue in full swing at all the student communities. MIT works on their ’Sustainability Cities Workshop’ to be held at the university this month. In Switzerland, the collaborations between EPFL and ETH continue. Project 21 (at ETH) successfully launch their student guide to sustainability among other projects. At the organizational level, there are serious discussions discussions happening in the co-ordinating council and the communication committee is still looking for help to revamp the website. In order to give the journal a name that goes with the efforts and the direction that it’s heading towards we call for further feedback including suggestions for a new name. This is your chance to have your ideas on the masthead!
Overall, we hope that the E-journal lives up to its goals and are encouraged by the feedback and involvement from all quarters. Here’s wishing for a wonderful year for WSC-SD and sustainability.
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 The Editorial Team

News from UTSC

University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan 

Saturday 13 March 2004, by Akiko Yano
Appointment of New councilors for the co-ordinating committee. Now UTSC has two new CCs, Miwa Matsuo and Akiko Yano from Feb. ’04. The 2 new CCs hope to try their best to improve the communication with other SCs in WSC-SD.

AM
 AM members from UT We have 16 participants from Japan. (They are all UT students).We have 2 Paper presenters, 6 Poster presenters and 10 Workshop presenters. Some are involved in 2 of presentations. We have already had 7 weekly regular meetings with AM participants.

 Regular meetings In the regular meetings, we had rehearsals of presentations and lectures onã€€Sustainable cities from 2 of AM participants. They explained to us theã€€concepts of the Sustainable cities among regions and the ongoing processes atã€€Tokyo city regarding sustainable cities.

We also had a Swedish lesson on the 12th of February by an alumni of Chalmers University who is currently a reseacher at UT, because we would like to know the geography, history, a typical Swedish life style and bit of Swedish before hand. So now we know some phrases of Swedish !

 Survey at UT by distributing questionnaires In order to discuss such topics as â€œwhat does it mean â€˜interdisciplinaryâ€™ itself?â€ â€œwhy and how is interdisciplinary communication important for sustainability?â€ and â€œhow interdisciplinary communication can contribute to sustainability?â€ , UTSC and some of AM participants conducted a survey on students at UT by distributing questionnaires.

Other News
Restrengthing the relationship with a company
A private company called Ilis will lend us a TV conferencing kit which UT will bring to Sweden for the Communication WS. UTSC and Ilis have already made a contrast that Ilis provides us the TV conferencing kit and second-hand computers, and UTSC helps them to find tutors from UT.

New working group - Hydrology working group
Hydrology working group set up by Yukio who is one of the UTSC executive board members. Recently, people pay more attention to water issues and meetings such as World Water Forum in Kyoto are held. However, the hydrology has a wide range of approaches that it is not easy to understand what other approaches are doing based on theirspatialities.

This working groups gather students from different backgrounds, so far, he has already gathered students from geographical, environmental, international co-operations, hydrological fields and others.

The first meeting has held at 19th Jan ’04.The theme for the first meeting was the effects by human activities on hydrological environment in uplands.

The second meeting was held on Feb. 23, where the agricultural use of water and issue on it was introduced and discussed.

The third meeting will take place on Mar. 2, and there a presentation will be made on Sustainability assessments of waste management in cities and a water-related project at IGES (Institute for Global Environmental Strategies).

COP report meeting
Some students from UTSC participated in COP 9 held in Milan, Italy. They had a report meeting on 17th Feb. ’04.

In the meeting, the members reported and discussed the current issues related to Kyoto Protocol and the issue of sustainability in developing countries by introducing Clean Development Mechanism. After that, the meaning of student participation in COP9 was discussed.

Visitors to Japan from Switzerland
We will have about 30 students from EPFL visiting Japan. Their purpose of this visit is to see some chemical plants in Chiba prefecture, Japan. UTSC is planning to have a welcome party for them with some Sushi and other Japanese food at 29th Feb. ’04.

New Year Party by EB
On Jan. 8, EB members, WG leaders and some alumnus had a party to celebrate a new year and promote a good fellowship.

UTSC Alumni-ML
UTSC alumini Mailing list will be set up soon to promote the communication among alumnus of UTSC.

News from MIT SfGS

MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Saturday 13 March 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
Update for SfGS
Light Up My Life Day As part of our ongoing projects related to energy-use, SfGS has organized an event on MITâ€™s campus to highlight the benefits associated with conserving energy. Elke Hodson has been the primary organizer from SfGS, and has done an excellent job. She has worked with a handful of other students and the Facilities Department at MIT. On March 12th, there will be a number of activities on campus designed to promote energy efficiency and conservation on campus, including: 
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 an interactive display in Lobby 10 (a major traffic area on MITâ€™s campus) that enumerates the advantages of switching to CFL bulbs from incandescent or halogen light bulbs 
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 the initial part of a campaign that will place â€˜douse the juiceâ€™ stickers in MIT dormitories. The stickers, adorned with catchy slogans, are designed to encourage people turning off lights when not in use 
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 the first dormitory to place 100 stickers in their dorm will win a free pizza party!

You can see the design of the sticker, and more information online.

SfGS expands! A group of dedicated and motivated students from the Department of Urban Studies and Planning, and the Department of Architecture have joined the Students for Global Sustainability. They will focus their projects on issues related to the built environment. The group is known as SfGS-SUDS. The group has already organized a seminar series for the spring term entitled â€œPracticing the Elusive: Integrating Sustainability and the Built Environment.â€ They have also initiated a weekly student discussion group that provides an informal forum for students to explore their research interests. Go online and learn more about the seminar series. SfGS would like to welcome this new part of our group and we look forward to learning more about sustainability in the context of the built environment from these students.

Sister City Project: Cambridge-Yerevan SfGS will participate in a Sister City Project that promotes environmental leadership in sister cities Cambridge and Yerevan (Armenia), through mutually stimulating environmental education projects. With support from city government, universities and NGOS, these projects will inspire recognition in the community, and promote sustainable development on a local and international scale. We recently received word that the small grant was funded, and we are currently exploring avenues for our participation in the project.

Annual Meeting SfGS is happy to announce that we will be represented by 14 students at the Annual Meeting of the WSC this year. We look forward to an excellent meeting!

Earth Day and Sustainable Development Mixer Planning We are still in the process of planning the activities for Earth Day at MIT, scheduled for April 29th. We will also be organizing another Sustainable Development Mixer on campus, shortly after we return from the Annual Meeting. It is going to be a busy spring! Check back in May for reports on Earth Day, the Mixer, and reflections on the seminar series described above!

News from the Coordinating Council

Saturday 13 March 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
Update from Coordinating Council

Annual Meeting Approaches!
We are less than 3 weeks away from the Annual Meeting of the WSC. The Coordinating Council is working hard to ensure that the goals of the meeting are achieved, and that all participating students have both an educational experience and enjoy themselves. We look forward to an excellent meeting with outstanding papers presentations and well-organized workshops. Weâ€™d like to thank Kami Mozaffari and Dhammika Bokolamulla for all the work they have put in leading up to the meeting. Obviously there are many more people involved, but Kami and Dhammika have been excellent leaders for the planning of the AM.

Thanking Eri Saikawa
By the next publication of the e-Journal, we will have a new president of the World Student Community. As such, we would like to thank Eri Saikawa for her services as President for the past year. Our organization continues to face its problems; however, Eri continues to lead us with sincerity, integrity and compassion. She has maintained an uncompromising work ethic, even as she moved from Japan to the USA to pursue a masterâ€™s degree at Indiana University. We hope that Eri will stay involved in the WSC, as her involvement goes all the way back to the founding of the organization several years ago. Please send Eri an email to thank her for all that she has done over the last year, Iâ€™m sure sheâ€™ll appreciate it.

Change Is Coming
Between the publication of this e-Journal and the May edition, there will be a lot of changes in our organization. We will have new officers and councilors, and we will also have forged new relationships from interactions at the Annual Meeting. The name of the e-Journal will also be changing for our May edition â€“ which will be the one-year anniversary of our online publication. Thatâ€™s right, we have almost made it one full year! Please check back in a couple of months to see what is happening with the WSC.

News from UniPoly

EPFL and UNIL, Lausanne, Switzerland

Saturday 13 March 2004, by FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
For the last two months, we worked on networking with other associations.
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 Unipoly set a collaboration with the State Department for Sustainable Development. Unipoly also works with the Association in charge of devising the Agenda21 in Lausanne. We intend to draw academic and technology know-how closer to the civil society.
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 Unipoly built a collaboration with the Swiss publication on Sustainable Development â€œLa Revue Durableâ€ . This publication is sold in Switzerland and in France. We organized a debate with the co-founder of â€œLa Revue Durableâ€ on the 2nd of October 2003.

[image: image125.png]


 Through these collaborations, Unipoly hopes to draw the patchwork of associations together in order to achieve a common goal.

Aside of these actions, Unipoly organized its now traditional â€œSustainable Development every month!â€ set of debates.

Unipoly had a successful debate on the 12th of January. Douglas Gonzales and Paul Kahumbu-Ntumba, who are members of Foreigners Association, led the debate. Our two speakers talked about integration of foreigners in Switzerland through associative work. They spoke of the alternatives to state run programs for integration and what place foreigners hold in Swiss society. The attendance of about forty people proved of the interest of such themes amongst studentsâ€™ community.

On the 2nd of February, Unipoly welcomed Alec Gagneux, who argued about the importance of family planning in India. Mr Gagneux shared with the attendees his views on paradigms on which western society works. Through his speech, Mr Gagneux wittedly criticized our societyâ€™s consumerism and multinational firms executives for wanting to produce unlimited goods out of limited resources. This is why Mr Gagneux set programs for family planning and promotion of clean and renewable energy.

At this point, Unipoly intends to turn our membersâ€™ enthusiasm into action in different public events that will take place in spring time. We will keep the WSC informed on our actions as they come true.

Unipoly also wishes all the best to every member of the WSC, and looks forward to meeting you at the Annual Meeting at GÃ¶teborg.
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 FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean

News from St. Petersburg

Saturday 13 March 2004, by Kostya Vasiliev
The last two months were mainly about preparation for the AM 2004 in Gothenberg. However other activities were on as well.
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 Activity N 1: The beginning of January. Follow-up of the lectures given at Alexandrovskii Lyceum last year. This time I decided to arrange a visit to the cinema to watch a good movie (with the context of mSustainable Development and mutual help, preferably from an English-speaking country since the lectures were on the English-Speaking Countries) and then discuss it. So we saw "Search for Nemo" which has a good context and then discussed it at one of the cafes in the centre of Saint Petersburg.

[image: image128.png]


 Activity N 2: In late January, Kostya and Yura Derbin were invited to help the American charity organization Mission Global Outreach with interpreting and organization while their team visits orphanages in the Moscow region. Together with the American team members as well as interpreters from Moscow area and one from the city of Ryazan we arranged movie watching, snacks and games for the orphans in Podolsk orphanage and Taldom district orhanage nearby the scientists’ city of Dubna in Moscow region. When travelling through Moscow and the Moscow region, Kostya led brief excursions around Moscow and talked about peculiarities of the Russian culture.
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 Activity N 3: Before going to Moscow and upon my return, Svetlana Rodinskaia and Kostya who also helped us with some finances coming from her involvement with the Rodnick Ensemble were working on the submission of the workshop proposal. The workshop title is "Students’s Involvement in the Development of Ethnic Tolerance in Sustainable Cities". As you may know, the workshop was accepted by the selection commitee in Gothebourg. However Svetlana will not be able to go due to the bad situation with finances in our community.
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 Activity N 4: In the meanwhile, Ann Bozhko and Kostya were working on the constitution of our community. At long last it was written and all the arguments were settled and in the presence of Kostya (the Councilor and the substitute for Leeza Perova), Ann Bozhko (our Meeting representative), Konstantine Rumyantsev (our secretary) and Zinaida Perova (our treasurer) the constitution was signed and made effective on the 6th of February. Konstainitine Rumyantsev was made a secretary of our organization and Zinaida Perova became our treasurer. The constitution is based on MIT’ SfGS charter kindly given to us by Phillip Sheehy. It took so long to deal with this difficult, neccessary issue because at first the decision was to base it on WSC-SD one, but with the talks of its revision. Then Eri Saikawa and Simon Schneebeli advised us to base our constitution on the one done by MIT.
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 Activity N 5: Finances - In mid-February, Ann Bozhko and Kostya had meetings with vice-president of our Alma Mater - Saint Petersburg State Politechnical University Mr Glukhov V.V. and his substitute Mr. Rumyanstev and basically reported on our activities and found out about the grant opportunities and asked for their permission to let us off the studies for the time we will be in Sweden for the AM.
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 Activity N 6: In mid-February Svetlana Rodinskaia and Alexander Iona took part and helped organize Maslenitsa (Shrove-tide) celebration in Gymnasium N 61. The Russian Folklore Ensemble Rodnick who Svetlana Rodinskaia is the contact person with in our community was the main organizer of the event. Maslenitsa in Russia is about celebration of the last week before the Easter Lent which starts on Monday after Maslenitsa. During Maslenitsa lots of festive activities are organized and people bake and eat blinys (Russian pancakes) in enourmous amounts.
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 Activity N 7: Ann Bozhko and Kostya applied for the visas in the Swedish Consulate in Sant Petersburg, Russia .
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 Konstantine Vassiliev 
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 Acting President of Saint Petersburg Student Community for Sustainable Development.

News from UTSC

University of Tokyo Student Community, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Friday 7 May 2004, by Akiko Yano
Reunion meeting for Annual Meeting participants from UT
WSC-SD Annual Meeting participants from the University of Tokyo Student Community had a reunion meeting on 11 April 2004. We reflected back on what we had done at the WSC-SD Annual Meeting and discussed the items listed below.
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 Diaries from the Annual Meeting (see below) 
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 Annual Meeting Report to be submitted to AGS-UT 
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 Proposed working groups: (1) Sustainable Education and (2) Information and Communications Technology

We came up with three concrete steps that UTSC could undertake:
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 Facilitation 
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 Concrete actions 
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 Sustaining the usual activities, targeting for the next Annual Meeting

Diaries from Annual Meeting participants have been collected and are shared below.
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Six Annual Meeting participants from UT present their overview of each day at the WSC-SD and AGS Annual Meetings:

March 17th&18th â€“ Akina KONDOH (PDF) 
March 19th â€“ Naoyuki MIKAMI (PDF)
March 20th â€“ Akiko YANO (PDF)
March 21st â€“ Yumiko OKUIZUMI (PDF)
March 22nd â€“ Masanao KODA (PDF)
March 23rd â€“ Iderlina M. BABIANO (PDF)
March 24th&25th â€“ Yu NODA (PDF)
UTSC Executive Board meeting
A new semester has just started in Japan. The UTSC Executive Board has organized a meeting for new members joining the Board and discussed UTSCâ€™s plan for the coming year. Working groups (Climate Change, Hydrology, and Environmental Policy) have started up with new members and the first study groups in the new semester will be held soon. OASIS (English discussion) and a new working group, Sustainability Education, will be launched shortly.

Structure of UTSC
As shown in the diagram below (prepared by Miwa Matsuo), we now have a new position called Project Manager that plans and organizes the projects in UTSC. Other divisions â€“ namely Public Relations, Information Technology, and WSC-SD Relations â€“ each have a leader who will oversee the members in their divisions. These divisions and division leaders, however, are not working completely independently. They keep in contact with the Executive Board and assist the Board when necessary. Working groups operate independently, and are sometimes gathered together by the Board to share their outcomes.
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 Akiko Yano
News from St. Petersburg

St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Friday 7 May 2004, by Kostya Vasiliev
Participation at the WSC-SD Annual Meeting
The St. Petersburg Student Community was represented at the WSC-SD Annual Meeting by Konstantine Vassiliev (Acting President of the SC) and Ann Bozhko (Meeting Representative of the SC). The St. Petersburg SCâ€™s main achievement at the meeting was its inclusion as a member of the WSC-SD. With this increased status within the WSC-SD comes additional responsibilities. The St. Petersburg SC is now responsible for WSC-SD membership issues and is currently reviewing the position of the student community in Cameroon.

For the Annual Meeting, Konstantine Vassiliev and co-author Svetlana Rodinskaia, who could not attend, prepared a workshop entitled â€œStudent Involvement in Development of Ethnic Tolerance in Sustainable Citiesâ€ . With the assistance of Ann Bozhko, Konstantine presented this workshop at the Annual Meeting.

During the Annual Meeting, Konstantine also presented a report on the activities of the St. Petersburg SC, which summarized the reports published in the e-journal over the past year and laid out an action plan for the coming year. More about the SCâ€™s planned activities can be read in a separate article in this e-journal.

In addition, Konstantine was interviewed by a representative of SKF Group for an SKF internal film on their involvement as a sponsor of the WSC-SD. In the interview, Konstantine described briefly the purpose of the St. Petersburg SC and the current situation with respect to awareness and application of the concept of sustainable development in Russia.

Konstantine and Ann also participated in different workshops presented at the Annual Meeting, listened to the paper presentations, and attended the various planned â€“ and some unplanned â€“ activities in Gothenburg, the most memorable of which was the celebration of the Iranian New Year, Nawruz, in a dormitory where some of the Chalmers students lived.

Semi-formal meeting of the St. Petersburg SC
A semi-formal meeting of the St. Petersburg SC was hosted by Konstantine on April 17, attended by approximately 12 participants. The aim of the meeting was to share the experiences and the spirit of the WSC-SD Annual Meeting and to let the SC members get to know one other. Konstantine reported on the SCâ€™s achievements and its participation at the Annual Meeting, then led a discussion on the SCâ€™s long- and short-term goals.

Prior to this meeting, a formal meeting of the prospective general body of the SC was held in the Faculty of Economics and Management. There, strictly organizational matters were discussed. Possible positions were offered to the prospective general body and the opportunities to fill the positions were discussed.

Conference on â€œMan and His Healthâ€ 
On April 18, St. Petersburg SC member Anastasia Pronina participated in the â€œMan and His Healthâ€ conference held at St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University.

Action Plan for 2004
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 Create a web site for the Student Community - The SC plans to take advantage of the expertise of participant Elena Pogareva in creating a web site for the SC. The aim is to complete the web site by Fall 2004 so that it can be used, for example, to announce the call for papers for the next WSC-SD Annual Meeting.
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 Participate year-round in the activities of the International Youth Parliament (IYP) - In January and February, Konstantine Vassiliev re-established contact with IYP, originally established by Elizaveta Perova in 2000. Interaction with IYP may provide an opportunity for encouraging more students to join the SC. Collaboration between the WSC-SD and the IYP may be an item for discussion at the next Annual Meeting.
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 Apply for awards
Mondialogo Engineering Award, offered by Daimler-Chrysler - The SC hopes to establish collaboration with the Chalmers Student Community and Olga and Tatyana Komarovas, as well as gather ideas from others. This task will be completed by the end of April.

Award offered by the US Consulate - The SC will need to collaborate on this with the NGO ASEKO. Submissions are accepted year-round, but this will hopefully be completed by the next Annual Meeting so that participants from the SC can be sponsored to attend this meeting. This award could also contribute to the realization of the current projects of the SC, described in Appendix 2 of the groupâ€™s Long-Term Action Plan.

Award offered by the Russian government - More research is required on this funding opportunity.
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 Continue with current projects
â€œOutreach to English-speaking countriesâ€ by arranging a lecture on the religions in these countries in Spring 2004 and repeating the first lecture (on language and culture) in Fall 2004 in Alexandrovsky Lyceum. The SC will seek ways to attract more people to these events, including considering other locations for the lectures. The SC will also encourage participants to take part in the activities of Mission Global Outreach (a cultural and educational charitable organization), as was done in January 2003, August 2003, and January 2004. MGO teams usually come in the summer, so this part of the activity is to be done in Summer 2004.

â€œLearn more about nations in your cityâ€ by increasing contact with the Russian folklore ensemble â€œRodnickâ€ and by arranging its concerts in Gymnasium 61 and other locations in St. Petersburg, such as orphanages, as was done in 2003 with the help of MGO.

â€œTell others about yourself.â€ The SC aims to continue submitting articles to the WSC-SD e-journal on Russian culture, such as Svetlana Rodinskaiaâ€™s article about Pancake Week (Maslenitsa), published in the March edition of the e-journal.

â€œDebates on sustainable development.â€ The SC aims to organize workshops, debates, and lectures on sustainable development at St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, Gymnasium 61, and other locations in St. Petersburg.
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 Spreading information about the WSC-SD - One action on this is to submit an article about Konstantine Vassiliev and Ann Bozhkoâ€™s participation in the 2004 Annual Meeting in Gothenburg.
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 Submit papers - The SC will advise participants of the opportunity to submit articles to the WSC-SD e-journal and the next WSC-SD Annual Meeting.
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 Improve the organization of the SC - The SC will hold elections in the general body of the community. The elections, according to the SC constitution, must take place in April.
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 Submitted by Konstantine Vassiliev
News from MIT SfGS

MIT Students for Global Sustainability, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Friday 7 May 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
EarthDay @ MIT
SfGS successfully co-hosted EarthDay @ MIT on April 29, 2004. As part of Earth Day, students organized free bike repair, free plant giveaway, stuff exchange (clothes, books, etc.), food, and informational booths about different groups on campus and around Boston that are involved in the promotion of sustainability and sustainable development. The Jazz Hip-Hop Orchestra (JHO) performed for about 90 minutes in the afternoon. JHO is comprised of students from the Berklee College of Music. It was a beautiful day for the entire celebration. The free bike repair was a big hit as usual, and the volunteers were constantly working away. We gave away 100+ plants to students eagerly looking to liven up their dormitory rooms. The vegan brownies and vegetarian wraps at the food table were a great way to fill up while learning more about what you can do to help make a small difference for the Earth. For more information about EarthDay @ MIT, please visit the EarthDay web site.

As part of its Earth Day celebrations, MIT students were also part of a national webcast with Michael Dell, the CEO of Dell, Inc., the computer-manufacturing giant. Michael Dell was addressing concerns of college students raised by the Grass Roots Recycling Networkâ€™s Computer TakeBack Campaign. For more information on the campaign, please visit the computer takeback web site.

SfGS hosts the first Organic Iron Chef at MIT
SfGS is also organizing the First Annual Organic Iron Chef competition as part of its EarthDay celebration. Using the popular TV show as a model, participating teams (five students per team) will compete to create the most delicious and the most sustainable meal. The event is scheduled as the E-Journal is being published. Keep an eye out on the WSC-SD web site for photos from the event.

New Officers Elected for SfGS
SfGS recently held elections for new officers. The new officers are:

[image: image153.png]


 President â€“ Elke Hodson 
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 Secretary â€“ Ari Shapiro 
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 Treasurer â€“ Dylan Wright 
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 Councilor â€“ Chaitra Chandrasekhar 
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 Vice-Councilor â€“ Shruti Chandrasekhar 
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 SfGS-SUDS liaison â€“ Will Bradshaw

Elke is a former councilor to the WSC-SD, and has been involved in SfGS since it started. Ari and Dylan have been with SfGS since the fall of 2003. Chaitra was promoted to councilor after spending the previous year as vice-councilor. This yearâ€™s vice councilor, Shruti Chandrasekhar, is the former secretary of SfGS, and is now ready to assume more responsibility on the international level. Will Bradshaw fills the role of the new SfGS-SUDS liaison, a position created to help bridge the gap between the activities of SfGS and the Sustainable Urban Design Society (SUDS). Will helped start SUDS in January of this year. For more information on our officers, please visit the SfGS web site.

SfGS says good-bye and thanks to Philip Sheehy and Xiaomin Mou, the former treasurer and president of the organization, respectively. Both students contributed to the growth of SfGS at MIT, and will be missed in their administrative roles, but we look forward to their contributions to SfGS in other ways.

Annual Meeting Chair Announced
We are proud to announce that Karim Abdul-Matin will be chairing the 2005 WSC-SD Annual Meeting at MIT. We are very excited about hosting next yearâ€™s Annual Meeting, and Karim is well-prepared to shoulder the responsibility of coordinating the variety of activities related to planning such an important event.
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 Philip Sheehy
News from CSS

Chalmers Students for Sustainability, Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden

Friday 7 May 2004, by Dhammika Bokolamulla
Meetings
Since the WSC-SD Annual Meeting, we at Chalmers have been working mostly on organizational issues. We think this is very important since we have been working mostly on Annual Meeting preparation in the last year. We had two preparation meetings on organizatinal issues and discussed the future activities of Chalmers Students for Sustainability. We also held a discussion with the AGS regarding future relations between the AGS and the WSC-SD.

Projects
We are planning to prepare a joint application with the St. Petersburg Student Community to seek some funds. St. Petersburg has come up with some ideas and we are in the process of building a project team. We are also working on applying for funding for the project that Mahak Sabouri and Ketan Pednekar presented at the Annual Meeting in Gothenburg.

Future activities
CSS will hold its Annual General Meeting on April 27, when we will be electing a new board.
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 Dhammika Bokolamulla
News from [project21]

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich (ETHZ) and the University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland

Friday 7 May 2004, by Brigitt Hausammann
"Sustainable Cities" on our way to Gothenburg
"The Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD in Gothenburg â€“ that is worth a trip, and with this year’s theme, we will make the most out of the trip and visit sustainable city projects on our way there." Those were our thoughts before we planned our trip to the Annual Meeting, and thus a new project of the Student Community in ZÃ¼rich, Project 21, was born. On our way from ZÃ¼rich to Gothenburg, we managed to visit three different cities in Germany and Denmark, each representing different aspects of sustainability.

MÃ¼nster, Germany
Our first stop was in MÃ¼nster â€“ a city with about 280,000 inhabitants. We had fixed only one appointment with a representative of a car-free area in MÃ¼nster. But there was no time to get bored looking for sustainability in that town.
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First of all, we got free bikes to ride at our hotel. Then we started our tour, visiting the bike station (like an underground parking lot for cars but for bikes, just next to the railway station), the mobility centre (all you ever wanted to know about how to get around in MÃ¼nster) and the citizen information centre (we had never seen so much useful information in one place) where we collected some flyers of interesting projects and further information centres, such as the family centre and an environmental consulting centre, which we visited next. Both of them give free information and answer almost any question anyone could possibly ask. After lunch, we enjoyed a ride around Lake Aa, following the cityâ€™s ecological information path.

Later in the afternoon, we met with a representative of a car-free neighbourhood in MÃ¼nster. We walked around the area and were told about the history and concept of this idea.

The next day we visited the house of environment and the house of health and did some sightseeing around the old town, which is also mostly car-free. The house of environment is the location of the umbrella organisation of most of the environmental NGOs in the town. In the house of health we visited a foundation that coordinates all the voluntary work in the city.

MÃ¼nster was a fascinating city which can really be called sustainable and an El Dorado for bikers. Where other cities have four-lane highways around the old town, MÃ¼nster has a bikeway with a path for joggers and one for walking on each side. Where one might normally have to call in seven different government offices to get an answer, in MÃ¼nster you will make only one call.

Kolding, Denmark The next sustainable city project we visited was in Kolding, Denmark, where Susanne from Green City Denmark showed us around.
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In a housing estate we visited, the first step has been taken towards a sustainable urban regeneration model. The idea of the experiment is to combine approved techniques with new methods and, by doing so, to collect new experiences.

A number of measures were taken, including rainwater treatment and biological wastewater treatment. The water in the housing estate runs within two systems. First, the rainwater is collected and used to flush 80% of the toilets within the housing estate. The water is stored in a 50,000-liter tank and runs as a little river through the estate in order to help oxygenate the water. Second, the wastewater is biologically treated. At the centre of the block, a specially-designed greenhouse called the Bioworks cleans the wastewater. The Bioworks’ pyramid shape provides a simple volume with reduced surface area for energy conservation, and takes into consideration solar exposure, shading, and views from surrounding apartments. With the cleaned wastewater, plants in the greenhouse are being watered and sold. Whether the wastewater treatment is a success or not is a matter of debate, as it is only possible to clean 5% of the wastewater.

Hjortshoj, Denmark The next and final stop before GÃ¶teborg was Hjortshoj, an ecovillage close to Arhus. It has been 12 years since the original vision of a sustainable community came about. It has been eight years since the cooperative community started its history as a community village of approximately 100 children and adults. Today, we were able to visit a village with several groups of houses.
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What makes the ecovillage special is the attempt to be self-supporting in a sustainable way. A farm belonging to the village supplies people with meat, eggs, and vegetables. All households have either a separation, vacuum, or compost toilet. Rainwater is collected in underground tanks and used for washing clothes as well as for watering gardens. Kitchen waste is being composted at each house, and the resulting compost is used in the gardens. Paper, glass, and metal are being sorted and collected in containers provided by the town council.

Another facet of sustainability is seen in the special sense of community found within the village. A balance between personal freedom and the wish to be part of a community is being sought, and conditions that enhance a sense of community among people of all ages and from varied backgrounds are trying to be developed. Residents include, among others, engineers, teachers, biologists, carpenters, social workers, two professional circus clowns, and a children’s theatre actress.
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 Brigitt Hausammann
News from UniPoly

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL) and the University of Lausanne (UNIL), Lausanne, Switzerland

Friday 7 May 2004, by FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
In March and April, UniPoly launched a new initiative and is currently working hard to make sure it is a great success. The initiative is called â€œHigh Tech Cars Dayâ€ and will take place on May 27. Several seminars, ranging from car design to sustainable mobility, will take place during the afternoon in front of invited attendees from the words of industry, finance, and politics. Display stands will advertise sustainable mobility in the industrial sector and in the technologies developed at EPFL. We hope that â€œHigh Tech Cars Dayâ€ will be a success and will fulfill our aim of promoting sustainable mobility during a day that is primarily a show of . . . high-tech cars.

Otherwise, UniPoly has resumed its now-traditional activities, such as the â€œSustainable Development every Month!â€

On April 5, we had a presentation on the â€œMinergy label,â€ which guarantees that environmental norms are applied when new buildings are constructed. The program encourages architects to build new residential, commercial, and industrial buildings according to these norms by using appropriate technologies and techniques. This helps to ensure that buildings are not only comfortable, but that they also respect the environment. The program also aims at upgrading existing buildings to suitable environmental norms.

On May 10, we will have a debate on science and ethics. The debate will take place under the name â€œEthics: A strain on technological progress or a warrant for sustainable development?â€ and will include a university professor and the head of the ethics desk at EPFL. We expect students will take great interest in the debate.

Finally, the UniPoly web site is under construction. We have asked our web master to turn the site into a portal for students at the University and Technology Institute of Lausanne. In addition to a new design, we will be launching a forum and will extend our links to sites of interest on sustainable development.

UniPoly greets warmly all WSC-SD members, partners, and friends.
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 FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
Summary of the 2004 Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD

Chalmers University of Technology, GÃ¶teborg, Sweden - March 17-20, 2004

Saturday 8 May 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
Forum discussion Thread
What makes a city sustainable? How can our society develop solutions to the problems associated with rapid urbanization? What types of initiatives â€“ local, regional and global â€“ are plausible? What can students do?
The answers to these questions do not come easily. The World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD) brought together more than 60 students from 17 countries for their Annual Meeting (AM) in Gothenburg, Sweden with the hopes of sparking student interest in the topic of â€œSustainable Cities.â€ For 3 days, the attendees explored sustainability and sustainable development in the context of cities. Discussions at the AM were guided by paper presentations, workshop presentations, and poster presentations.

The AM started on the evening of Wednesday March 17 with a warm reception from the student community from Chalmers, as attendees registered and mingled amongst themselves, while waiting to be seated for dinner. The evening offered a relaxed setting for students to get to know each other before the opening of the discussion sessions the following day.

After the first evening of relaxed and informal discussion, the meeting took a more serious tone as presentations began on the morning of March 18. Bengt Olof Hansson, a representative from SKF â€“ the financial sponsor of the 2004 Annual Meeting â€“ started the meeting with a brief introduction to the company, while focusing on the fundamental aspects of the company, including the its history, their code of conduct, and existing projects related to sustainability. Mr. Hansson concluded his remarks with words of encouragement for the WSC-SD, as he emphasized the need for change, and the importance of setting lofty goals to facilitate change.

After Mr. Hanssonâ€™s opening remarks, the AM attendees split into two groups to participate in the first workshop session. Students from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) presented an interactive workshop on sustainable cities entitled Cambridge 2020: A Local Perspective, while students from the University of Tokyo presented a workshop entitled Sustainable Product Design in Japan that explored eco-design and development in the context of consumer products. A detailed summary of workshop presentations is available online at AM 2004: Review of Workshop Sessions.

In the afternoon, Mr. HÃ¥kan Persson presented the Sustainability Policy of SKF. His report included the methods and practices that SKF employ to attract the right customer, employee and investor. He focused on initiatives that promoted the companyâ€™s environmental responsibility, safe workplaces, and transparent policies.

Mr. Perssonâ€™s presentation was followed by the first paper session of the AM. Mahak Sabouri and Ketan Pednekar, both from Chalmers University of Technology, presented a feasibility study of implementing an anaerobic digester for bio-degradation of waste in Amalpuram, India. The digester was part of a larger system designed to efficiently manage waste in the city while generate methane for energy use. Ms. Sabouri and Mr. Pednekar also argued that the implementation of the digester is one step in establishing an ethos embracing sustainable development for the small city.

Shifting the focus from urban to rural India, Shahid Nanavati from MIT examined rural development as a means to alleviate the stress on megacities such as Bombay, Delhi, and Madras. He started by emphasizing the Indian governmentâ€™s current focus on investing in the development of cities, while neglecting rural areas. Mr. Nanavati presented the results of a case study involving the successful community based development of a local economy by connecting 6 rural villages in a simple nodal framework. The markers of success were clear and powerful: migration to cities was on the decline, regional hospitals and schools once forgotten were again operational, and local trade was thriving.

The focus shifted from India to Iran as Mahban Ketabi (Shahid Behehti University) presented current traffic and pollution problems in Tehran. Ms. Ketabi framed the air pollution problems facing Tehran in terms of a rapid increase in population, insufficient public transportation infrastructure, and an extraordinary increase in the number of passenger vehicles. She focused on improvements in the Tajrish district â€“ a historically rich part of Tehran â€“ via subway line completion and extension, diverting traffic to streamline traffic patterns, establishing a scenic footpath as part of a plan providing more green space, and maintaining/reviving the cultural heritage of the district.

Iderlina Mateo-Babiano from the University of Tokyo concluded the first paper session with her exploration of improving pedestrian-friendly areas in cities as a method for achieving sustainability. Perception and route choice surveys of pedestrians in the Quiapo Commerical District in Manila, Philippines were used to establish qualitative characteristics of an enhanced walking environment. Results of the surveys were also used to develop recommendations for making walking a more attractive alternative.

After a busy first day, students from Chalmers organized a trip to the scenic Marstrand Island of Gothenburg. The short trip provided an excellent opportunity for attendees to continue discussions started during the workshop and paper sessions, and gave students their first opportunity to unwind after a long day.

The Presidents of the Student Communities (SCs) started the meetingâ€™s second day of activity with brief summaries of their groupâ€™s activities over the last year. A detailed summary of each groupâ€™s activities can be found in the Annual Report 2004. The reports from the SCs were followed by presentations on the outcomes of the first workshop session and the second round of workshops. Students from UT and EPFL presented Communication for Sustainability, a workshop designed to improve the efficiency and productivity of communication within the WSC-SD. Meanwhile, students from St. Petersburg State Politechnical University presented Studentsâ€™ Involvement in the Development of Ethnic Tolerance in Sustainable Cities, a workshop designed to promote cultural sensitivity as a means to increase cooperation and action within each SC. Both workshops are described in more detail in the aforementioned AM 2004: Review of Workshop Sessions.

The second day of the meeting was concluded by a stellar classical music performance from the young members of the Suzuki Group. Attendees were treated to several classical musical sets performed on the violins of the prodigious youths â€“ an appropriate way to end a day of intense discussions.

The third and final day of the AM started with the second paper session. Michelle Huang of Yale University presented a study of past and present practices in Kathmandu related to waste management as a means to promote organic waste recycling. She emphasized that current trends in solid waste management, food security, chemical fertilizer use, soil fertility and environmental/public health suggest that a closed loop model for waste management is necessary for urban development. She concluded with a model for organic waste recycling buoyed by participatory governance.

As an alternate means of waste management, Maria Olsson from Chalmers presented a study of the use of wood pellets as a means to heat residences. Wood pellets are compressed sawdust and shavings that are by-products from sawmills and joinery mills. Laboratory burnings and collected samples from chimneys indicated low emissions of hazardous compounds. Although an overwhelmingly promising alternative to conventional fossil fuel burning, Ms. Olsson was careful to point out that some new biofuels (other than wood pellets) might be chemically complex with pollutants and higher amounts of mineral nutrients, with the potential to generate hazardous compounds.

One of the intricacies of the complicated Kyoto Protocol â€“ the clean development mechanism (CDM) - was analyzed by Ai Hiramatsu from the University of Tokyo. The CDM is a flexibility mechanism to reduce greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions. The mechanism must be validated such that it will reduce GHGs compared with a baseline (a predictive value) and that it will contribute to sustainable development of a developing country. Ms. Hiramatsu examined the introduction of solid waste incineration with electricity generation into three model cities: A, B and C. The study concluded that even when the same technology is introduced, the emission reduction varies depending on the current conditions of and the future plan of the city.

The paper session was concluded by Krishnan Sriram from MIT, as attendees shifted their focus to urban transportation systems. Mr. Sriram presented the results of a case study of the development of MIT ShuttleTrack, a real-time vehicle location identification service for the MIT operated shuttles. While giving a brief overview of existing tracking of vehicle fleets, Mr. Sriram also demonstrated the success of studentsâ€™ sustained efforts to generate change. The presentation was concluded by a brief examination of the benefits of extending the vehicle tracking efforts demonstrated on MITâ€™s campus to an entire public transportation network.

After the paper session concluded, best poster awards were given to the following poster presenters: Iderlina Mateo-Babiano, University of Tokyo, Sustainable Urban Districts in Developing Country: Alternative Solutions in Transport ; Aaron Holdway, Queen’s University, Jack Warner, The College of William & Mary, The Sustainability Triangle: A Model for Sustainable Cities ; and Naoyuki Mikami University of Tokyo, Nurturing Interdisciplinary Cooperation for Sustainable City.

The day â€“ and the AM â€“ concluded with two discussion sessions. The first session was spent exploring the outcomes of the second workshop session (available in the AM 2004: Review of Workshop Sessions), and the second session gave attendees a chance to step back and take a more general look at the outcomes of the entire meeting. All of the participants were separated into 3 groups and asked to think about short-term and long-term goals of the WSC-SD. The results of this brainstorming session are summarized in a separate document entitled Goals of the WSC-SD: Gaining Strength.

The AM concluded with former President of the WSC-SD, Eri Saikawa of Indiana University introducing the new President of the WSC-SD, Philip Sheehy from MIT. Next yearâ€™s AM will be hosted by MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA.

All the members of the WSC-SD would like to thank SKF for their generous sponsorship of the 2004 Annual Meeting.
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 Philip Sheehy (MIT) and Daniel Eherer (ETHZ)

Summary of Workshops Presented at the 2004 Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD

Chalmers University of Technology, GÃ¶teborg, Sweden - March 17-20, 2004

Saturday 8 May 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
Workshop 1

Cambridge 2020: A Local Perspective Presenters: Karim Abdul-Matin, Elke Hodson, Philip Sheehy, Masahiro Sugiyama, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Goals - Provide a framework for students to explore the theme of sustainable cities; however, rather than take a strictly theoretical approach, real-world parameters were established by using the City of Cambridge to challenge the participants.

Logistics - Approximately 20 students were divided into 3 groups.

Presentation/Background - The workshop was presented as a competition. Each of the three groups represented a consulting firm vying for a contract with the City of Cambridge. The participants were told that the city had recently passed an ordinance calling on the city council to award a contract to a firm that would guide Cambridge into the year 2020. Each firm was asked to create its development plan with the following areas as focal points: land use, transportation, and the built environment. The plans were judged using the following criteria: creativity, effectiveness, integration, cost-effectiveness, political feasibility, and regional impact.

To jumpstart the brainstorming process, information packets were provided, each of which included (1) general information about Cambridge and background information on each of the three areas, (2) case studies of cities where more sustainable solutions had been found, and (3) potential existing barriers for the implementation of a sustainable development project. Moreover, each group had one MIT member and the workshop facilitators answered any feasibility questions the participants might have had.

Outputs - After their 90-minute brainstorming sessions, each group was responsible for preparing a 10-minute presentation for the following day.

It is interesting to note that each group approached the brainstorming period differently. One group divided the responsibility amongst members by dividing into subgroups, each focusing on one of the three key areas. After devising their individual plans, the subgroups reconvened with the whole group and integrated their plans appropriately. The other two groups worked together for the entire brainstorming session to develop their proposals.

The highlights of the different plans are mentioned here. One group proposed student-based initiatives as means to achieve implementation of their plan. The students would work as interns or in part-time positions under the supervision of trained professionals. The plan would provide job opportunities and experience for students as well as inexpensive labor for the community, while improving the quality of life in the long run for Cambridge. A specific example of their plan is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. A population density map of Cambridge demonstrating areas of residents that can be connected.

In the area of transportation, the dark red area in Figure 1 would be focused on pedestrian usage, while students would conduct surveys on how residents would best like to move between the more densely populated areas (dark red, middle) and where more people work (light yellow areas).

For land use, the group suggested advertising â€œsustainableâ€ classifieds, thereby enabling people to work closer to their home. To ease the financial burden on residents interested in moving closer to their place of work, a subsidy from the city was proposed. For the built environment, students would be involved in retrofitting Cambridge buildings to become more energy efficient, i.e. installing solar panels, energy-efficient windows, and initiating recycling programs. Another group showed how moving and/or eliminating some street parking would make room for bus-only or bike-only lanes on some of the major streets, thereby decreasing single-occupancy vehicle usage. In another transportation related development, a GPS tracking system on bus routes was used to generate a more user-friendly bus system. The GPS tracking could elminate the need for an expensive infrastructure required of stationary LED displays at stops. Instead, people would be able to call on their mobile phones to determine their waiting time.

Conclusions - The workshop was a remarkable success; participants successfully worked in teams with multiple nationalities while generating a variety of intriguing suggestions. Although most groups noted that they could have used more than the allotted 90 minutes for brainstorming, the presentations were impressive.

The team from MIT hopes to continue developing this workshop in an effort to use it as an educational tool in the field of sustainable development.

Workshop 2

Sustainable Product Design in Japan Presenters: Derlie Mateo-Babiano, Michael Toribio, Akiko Yano, Noda Yu, Yumiko University of Tokyo
Goals - Educate participants about current initiatives in Japan related to eco-design and development. Using mobile phones as a case study, students would explore Design for Environment (DfE) with emphasis on Quality Functional Deployment for Environment (QFDE). Participants were expected to make recommendations for improvements of product design and development specific to the userâ€™s country/region.

Logistics - 19 students were divided into 3 groups for the case study.

Presentation/Background - A survey of Japanese companies revealed that 50% of them were not implementing DfE because they were unaware of it. The stages of QFDE were presented to participants to provide them with a rudimentary knowledge base. QDFE is an environmentally conscious tool that is used in the early stages of product development. It is a method designed to reflect the â€˜voice of the customerâ€™ in product design. Unlike the more commonly known Life Cycle Analysis (LCA), QDFE is not intended for quantitative evaluation, nor does it include a component explicitly considering cost. In its initial stages, QDFE involves the identification of environmentally significant components. This information is used in the second stage as the most environmentally friendly proposal is made. For (environmental) qualityâ€™s sake, an environmental checklist is then used to guarantee the merit of the proposal. Upon satisfactory completion of the checklist, a life cycle analysis is conducted; a cradle-to-grave review of the environmental impact of the product.

After an overview of QDFE, LCA, and other necessary terminology, participants were separated based on their country of origin. Participants were then given a questionnaire related to mobile phone use.

Finally, participants were split into three groups. Each group represented one of the following three stakeholders: producers, consumers, policy-makers. They were charged with developing a scenario to encourage â€œgreenâ€ purchasing of mobile phones, while keeping in mind the role of mobile phones in oneâ€™s daily life in the year 2050.

Outputs
Results of Questionnaire - The majority of the 19 participants in this workshop identified themselves as Asian, with Europeans representing the next largest fraction of students. Of these students, 75% of them said that â€˜talking with their friendsâ€™ was the primary reason they used their mobile phone, while only 21% identified â€˜businessâ€™ reasons. An overwhelming 84% of the participants consider their mobile phone a necessity in their daily life. One half (50%) of the students responded that they use their mobile phone for 10 minutes or less per day, 39% for 11-30 minutes per day, and only 11% for more than 30 minutes per day. With regard to how often they replaced their mobile phones, 39% of the students did so once per year and 22% every three years. The remaining 39% of students said that they replaced their phones in a different time frame than the 6-month, 1-year, and 3-year periods listed on the survey. The reasons for purchasing a new mobile phone were varied: broken or lost phone (47%), outdated model (39%), and wanted to change service providers (7%). Finally, and perhaps the most interesting response, 100% of the students responded that they were unaware of an â€˜eco-friendlyâ€™ mobile phone company.

Group Work Three sets of recommendations were proposed:

a) Recommendations for Producers - This group concentrated on three areas for improvements for mobile phone producers: advertising, manufacturing, and exercising political influence. The emphasis of their advertising suggestions was based on the placement of a clear label indicating that the phone was an eco-friendly product. Similarly, they suggested educational initiatives that raised awareness of the consumer about their sustainable products. In the manufacturing processes, participants suggested investing money in developing more sustainable materials with an emphasis on energy-use, while improving existing programs that allowed users to recycle their phones. At the political level, the group decided that the company should lobby for stricter environmental standards while encouraging a potential tax on non-eco-friendly products as a means to eliminate wasteful mobile-phones.

b) Recommendations for Consumers - The consumers group made their intentions clear from the beginning; they were promoting active consumerism that encouraged labeling of all eco-friendly products. With a basic understanding of demand and its effect on the market, the consumers group was determined to demonstrate that producers and policy-makers should understand the environmental concerns of the user/consumer. They were willing to pay a deposit on the eco-friendly phone, which was repaid only when the phone was returned to the seller for recycling. In another bold statement, the consumers group made it known that they were willing to pay up to 10% higher for an eco-friendly product verses a conventional one. What kind of demand does that put on the market?

c) Recommendations for Policy-makers - This group viewed its role as two-fold: ensuring that consumers have an option for purchasing an eco-friendly product, while placing the burden for improvement on the producers of mobile phones by instituting taxes on all products. The tax on each product would be lowered based on its rating on an eco-friendly scale. To aid in the easing of tax burdens, the group suggested that the government would provide a forum for producers to learn more about sustainable design, while retaining the unique manufacturing processes of their company. With regard to the public, the participants decided that the measures taken by the producers would be buoyed by an intense public awareness campaign.

Conclusions - The workshop was a success in raising studentsâ€™ awareness as it relates to sustainable design and disposal of a product. The key elements of QDFE and LCA provided the appropriate introduction to get students thinking about the products they use as consumers, while sparking their creative interest in design and development of an eco-friendly product.

Workshop 3

Studentâ€™s Involvement in Development of Ethnic Tolerance in Sustainable Cities Presenters: Konstantine Vassiliev and Ann Bozhko (with concept development by Svetlana Rodinskaia), St. Petersburg State Politechnical University
Goals - Understand how students can utilize a network in their city/region of study to bolster their understanding of cultural diversity as it relates to sustainability and sustainable development. Students should consider how to increase their personal involvement in the area, as well as explore the role that the WSC-SD can play in promoting diversity.

Logistics - 12 students were divided into 2 groups for the first part and 3 groups for the second part.

Presentation/Background - The diversity of mankind lends itself to unbelievable accomplishments and development on an international scale; however, a lack of understanding amongst the diverse ethnic groups within geo-political regions has also hindered societal progress to varying degrees. A brief introduction to peaceful conflict resolution provided students with a rudimentary understanding of relevant terminology and conceptual examples necessary to promote fruitful discussions.

The background presentation was followed by a brief overview of local projects at St. Petersburgâ€™s SC. They are promoting understanding amongst ethnic groups via student interaction. Students are encouraged to explore and reach out to others â€“ including other students and local community members â€“ representing different nationalities. Each initiative encouraged students to reach out, and share part of themselves, while gaining an appreciation for other customs and cultures. These inherently enriching experiences emphasize that small-scale local initiatives are extremely important in fostering intercultural understanding and ethnic tolerance.

The presenters then posed several questions to the participants. First, participants were asked to identify any perceived ethnic or cultural tension within their local communities, regions and nations. Using this information, students were then divided into 3 groups to consider ways that the WSC-SD could help ease existing cultural and ethnic tension.

Outputs - Each group had varying approaches to improving ethnic tolerance and promoting cultural diversity within the WSC-SD. The first group was quick to point out that although our organization is an international one, we do have limited representation from several parts of the world. It was also pointed out that some individuals are at a distinct disadvantage of appropriately representing their idea of culture based on their ability to speak English. While this is an important point, it is also recognized that participants at the meeting â€“ and in the WSC-SD â€“ are exceptionally patient with each other. The same group emphasized the value and necessity of self-reflection as a means to achieve mutual understanding.

The second group demonstrated their willingness to promote cultural understanding by having their representative arrive in her native Azerian dress. They also encouraged more international representation and participation in the WSC-SD, but also emphasized the necessity of intercultural representation within each SC also. To promote intercultural exchange within the WSC-SD, they proposed the e-Journal contain a section dedicated to the subject. As a method for outreach, the second group suggested contacting local high schools/primary schools within each SCâ€™s community to promote cultural exchange between young and younger students.

The third group proposed a very structured methodology for improving intercultural understanding and exchange within the WSC-SD via short articles and essays on relevant issues. The material would be distributed internally at each university, as well as used to reach out to surrounding universities, as well as the local community. They emphasized the necessary diversity in both content of and contribution to the document. To publicize the document(s), the group suggested inviting academics, community members, students, and all interested parties to participate.

Conclusions - Overall, the workshop was fruitful. Participants were eager to discuss the perceived ethnic problems in their home countries, at their universities, or the cities they call home. The ideas generated were intriguing, and many have the potential to become projects within the WSC-SD. The workshop facilitated much needed discussion and sharing of cultures, one of the unique opportunities that the AM continues to provide.

Workshop 4

Communication for Sustainability â€“ Effective Communication for the WSC-SD Presented by Masanao Koda, Akina Kondo, Miwa Matsuo, Atsuko Terazono and Hatsumi Yano, University of Tokyo; Simon Schneebeli, EPFL; Chaitra Chandrasekhar, MIT
Goals - Improve communication amongst SCs in an effort to promote collaboration and cooperation, and to educate students about available tools/technology designed to reduce communication barriers (i.e. distance).

Logistics - About 20 students were divided into 2 groups, and those groups were then divided into 2 subgroups each.

Presentation / Background - In approaching the sometimes esoteric topic of sustainability, student-initiated collaboration is often difficult due to existing barriers. Most noticeably within the WSC-SD, the SCs are separated by significant distance, making communication much more difficult. Students within the organization do not have a chance to regularly meet face-to-face. Another issue that poses a challenge to effective communication is the differences in English-speaking capabilities. Our organization is almost entirely dependent on written communication â€“ which can lend itself to misinterpretation based on different backgrounds. How can the WSC-SD begin to address these internal issues? And what is the benefit of doing so?

Active communication will facilitate and improve international projects while allowing students to share common resources used to achieve their goals. While the emphasis is clearly on improving internal communication, it is also important to point out that outreach and other external measures of communication will be remarkably improved. Developing an internal confidence for the organization and increasing its visibility to external entities will foster a unique sense of pride for members of the WSC-SD. Regardless of the direction of the WSC-SD and its activities, one can be sure that active communication amongst both SCs and individuals will be integral factor. The presenters of this workshop intended to provide information about existing tools and platforms for communication, some of which are currently used by the WSC-SD, some are not.

The presenters divided participants into two groups to stimulate discussions related to improving communication: a tools group and a form group. Communication tools were defined as instruments to connect people in a virtual meeting place, while the form group dedicated their time to exploring â€˜communication beyond barriersâ€™, including topics such as interdisciplinary communication and cross-cultural communication.

Outputs
Tools Group - The tools group concentrated their efforts on evaluating a variety of different platforms for communication, including video conferencing, an informational webpage, the e-journal, online chatting, etc. While video-conferencing addresses many of the problems associated with our lack of face-to-face communication and adds a new element to the organizationâ€™s portfolio, the technology is not entirely reliable. The technology still does not resolve the issues related to English proficiency for the members of the WSC-SD. Although an intriguing possibility, and something that should be considered on some occasions, video-conferencing does not seem absolutely necessary for the organization at this juncture.

The advantages and disadvantages of the current web-based platforms for communication â€“ forum, chats, email, and e-journal â€“ are rather obvious. The burden for improvement in these areas was placed on both the user and the current platforms available. Members of the organization need to be more active and assertive in their efforts to communication with each other, while the Communication Committee must continue to provide the most efficient â€“ and free â€“ forms for interaction.

Specific improvements recommended for the website included, but were not limited to, a more professional design, creation of a WSC-SD â€˜brandâ€™, and improved advertising for the e-journal publication. These improvements provide the focus for the short-term goals of the Communication Committee of the WSC-SD.

Form Group - The form group discussed the existing barriers for efficient communication between members of the SCs, while addressing potential methods to reduce these barriers. Their emphasis was placed on developing platforms to improve membersâ€™ English proficiency. They identified the need for discussion facilitators as a means to insure that all participants are given the opportunity to contribute. While it is common for native English speakers to dominate discussions, the introduction of a facilitator could help insure that all students are given the opportunity to participate and express themselves. The Annual Meeting is a unique opportunity for non-native English speakers to practice what they have learned, and there must be measures in place to encourage their participation at all stages of the AM.

With regards to external communication, the form group pointed to a need to involve more students from more universities â€“ with an emphasis on schools in the developing world. Outreach to other universities and students can be facilitated via an improved web platform, while current members use existing contacts to promote the WSC-SD. On the web, the form group suggested customized software for online chatting that allowed for virtual hand raising. This would eliminate potentially confusing online chats that are often perceived as disorganized.

Conclusions - Communication remains an area of both strength and weakness for the WSC-SD. The unique platform that our organization provides is increasingly effective; however, the success of our organization requires continuous improvement via internal reflection. Re-evaluation of the tools we use, and the framework we operate within is a valuable exercise, indicating the WSC-SDâ€™s commitment to affect change through student initiatives.
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 Elke Hodson (MIT), Akiko Yano (UT), Kostya Vassiliev (Saint Petersburg), and Atsuko Terazono (UT)

From the Editorsâ€™ Desk

The First Anniversary of the E-Journal!

Wednesday 19 May 2004, by Aaron Holdway
Welcome to the E-Journal of the World Student Community for Sustainable Development!

In May 2003, the E-Journal was launched to facilitate communication among the various Student Communities, while at the same time reaching a wider audience of readers. Now, six editions later and one year older, the E-Journal continues to include student articles and papers on various aspects of sustainability, in addition to news from WSC-SD committees and the Student Communities.

The May 2004 edition of the E-Journal includes a detailed summary of the 2004 WSC-SD Annual Meeting in GÃ¶teborg, Sweden, including a report on the workshops presented. Readers can also take a look at many of the papers on sustainable cities that were presented at the Annual Meeting.

This edition also marks a new emphasis on educational opportunities in sustainable development. In addition to a new posting on a postgraduate course in Burkina Faso, the Educational Opportunities section is launching a new column entitled â€œReady, Set, Grow!â€ This new column will be a regular feature that will highlight a wide range of prospects for studying, volunteering, and interning in various areas of sustainable development. The column welcomes readers to share their experiences, so be sure to check it out!

Additional articles include a book review critiquing free trade, an account of Easter celebrations in Russia, a first-hand report on the aftermath of Cyclone Heta on the South Pacific island of Niue, and a report on an international web-based course on hydro-engineering.

As always, readers can also get updates from the WCS-SD Coordinating Council, the Communications Committee, and the Student Communities in Cambridge, Lausanne, ZÃ¼rich, GÃ¶teborg, Saint Petersburg, and Tokyo.

As announced in the last issue, the E-Journal will soon have a new name. The Communications Committee has struck a subcommittee to generate possible new names and recommend a shortlist to go before the Student Communities in a vote. Look for the new name on the July issue!

Readers are also invited to check out the newly-expanded Archives section of the E-Journal. The first four editions of the E-Journal, covering the period May to November 2003, have now been assembled for continued access by readers. In this and future editions, E-Journal readers will be able to view contributions from the previous two issues along with new contributions. Older material will continue to be available through the Archives section.

Until next time,

The Editors



Disclaimer: All articles and opinions contained within the E-Journal of the World Student Community for Sustainable Development are considered open to the public. Although we take great pride in this online publication, we consider it an informal platform to promote effective communication amongst members of the WSC-SD. As such, this is not a professional journal, and by unanimous agreement of the Coordinating Council, the articles contained within should not be cited in a professional journal or other equivalent publication. We reserve the right to post articles and research papers from other sources, with appropriate citations and permissions. Please contact cc1@wscsd.org with any questions related to the E-Journal.

News from UTSC

University of Tokyo Student Community, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Monday 12 July 2004, by Ruri Hidano
1. Bimonthly e-newsletter. The Executive Board (EB) has begun publishing a bimonthly e-newsletter for UT Student Community (UTSC) members that includes news and invitations to UTSC meetings

2. First meeting. The following were selected by the votes of EB members and the leaders of each working group:

· President: Kazuhiro Shiojiri

· Vice-president: Akiko Yano

· WSC-SD Coordinating Councilor (CC): Akiko Yano

· Alternate Councilor (AC): Masanao Koda

3. The slogan of UTSC 2004. Our slogan for 2004 is â€œExpansive and Cross linking Community â€• Participate, Communicate and Speak out.â€ 1) Realize the importance of a long-term participation in activities such as working groups. 2) Interact with outside world exchanging the opinions. Believing, these will surely contribute to develop our community.

4. UTSC annual schedule
· May: Committee starts!

· June: First UTSC meeting (26th)

· July-August: Summer vacation

· September-November: Second UTSC meeting

· October-November: Report of YES 2004 session

· November-December: Workshop on â€œsustainability educationâ€ 

· December: Participation in COP10 (1st-5th)

· February: Report of COP10

· March: WSC-SD Annual Meeting at MIT

5. Launch of WSC-SD Division. â€œWSC-SD Divisionâ€ took over the activities of the International Affairs Branch (IAB) to reinforce the connection between UTSC and WSC-SD. The WSC-SD Coordinating Councilor, Alternate Councilor, and E-Journal Associate Editor belong to this division.

6. Working groups. A new working group, â€œSustainability Education,â€ was created in April 2004. That means UTSC now has five working groups altogether: Environmental Policy, Climate Change, Water Environment, OASIS, and Sustainability Education. The new working group consists of 20 members from different academic disciplines. They are planning to discuss a topic such as environmental education in a school system in Japan. At the first UTSC meeting in June, a member of the Sustainability Education working group made a presentation on â€œSuccession from Environmental Education to Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESD)."

7. General meeting. The general meeting was held on 28 June on the theme of â€œGlobal Sustainability at Present: Participate, Communicate, and Speak Out.â€ About 40 people, including students and professors, gathered at the meeting and had active discussions. The program was as follows:

· Keynote speech: â€œThe Measure of AGS Aiming the Sustainable Society: Interdisciplinary, Social, and International Measuresâ€ Speaker: Professor Akimasa Sumi (Center for Climate System Research, University of Tokyo; AGS Coordinator)

· Introduction of AGS UTSC, WSC-SD, working groups, and current activities

· Group discussions and presentations by working groups
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 Ruri Hidano
News from SSS

St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Monday 12 July 2004, by Ann Bozhko
1. Since 28 June, our SC has had a new officer responsible for the E-journal, Svetlana Rodinskaia. Svetlana was not at the WSC-SD Annual Meeting in GÃ¶teborg in March, but she has actively participated in the WSC-SD as a coauthor with Konstantin Vasiliev of a workshop at the Annual Meeting and as an author or of E-Journal articles on Pancake Week, Easter Celebrations in Russia, and Celebration of Ivan Kupala Day in Russia.

2. Our SC has a new name - St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability (SSS) - and a new logo:
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3. The team of students from St. Petersburg State University of Communication, Chalmers University of Technology, and St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University has been assembled. It consists of Tatiana and Olga Komarova, Solmaz Jafari Khasraghi, Dhammika Bokolamulla, and Konstantin Vasiliev. They overcame the first stage of competition for the Mondialogo Engineering Award. Six projects were accepted:

· Further development and application of electropulsed system for preventing the difficulties and for removal of ice from parts of floating objects

· Further development and application of oil tanker for transportation of solidifying petrochemicals

· Further development and application of the method for conservation of high temperature of solidifying ductile petrochemicals

· Further development and application of the device for turning hardening ductile liquids into a granular state

· Further development and application of the method of strengthening foam-ice with the subsequent usage of ice for construction

· Further development and application of a household heat accumulator for greenhouse gases

4. As mentioned during the WSC-SD Annual Meeting in GÃ¶teborg and in the SSS Action Plan from the May edition of the E-Journal, we are in the process of developing our relationship with the International Youth Parliament (IYP). One of the actions concerning the development of this relationship is our participation in this year’s Oxfam IYP Sustainable Futures Forum sitting that takes place in Sydney, Australia, from 5-12 July 2004. SSS will be represented by Konstantin Vasiliev, who was offered a scholarship that covers food, lodging, and registration at the conference, Australian visa payment, and 40% of the return airfare to Sydney.

IYP 2004 is a fantastic opportunity to meet other like-minded young people from around the world. It brings together 300 young leaders to discuss issues such as HIV/AIDS, peace-building, labor and employment, and education. The young leaders who will gather for this sitting of the IYP come from every corner of the globe. At the IYP sitting, the chosen participants will further develop the action plans that were part of the application package.

After Konstantin completes his participation at the Sustainable Futures Forum (IYP 2004), he and our community will be promoted from IYP Delegate to IYP Action Partner.

As a member of IYPâ€™s Action Partner network, we will have access to IYPâ€™s programs from 2004 to 2006. These include skills development, strategic and financial support for our action initiatives, and research and advocacy programs.

Moreover, he has been invited to take part in this year’s Students for Sustainability (SoS) conference, held at La Trobe University in Melbourne from 11-17 July. Over 800 delegates are expected to attend this conference. The conference is structured as a series of plenaries, forums, panel discussions, practical workshops, and field trips that explore sustainability issues on the individual, local, national, and global levels. Konstantin received subsidies for his registration fees and return travel from Sydney to Melbourne for the SoS conference.

Konstantin views these two opportunities as a chance to promote both St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability and the WSC-SD. Participation in these two events will help spread the word about the WSC-SD and the communities it is comprised of. It will also increase the possibility of considering new members, because, as mentioned above, people from different countries are expected to attend and they can be used as contact persons for communities in their countries. For example, we know that a person from Cameroon is going to be there.

5. The VIII science-practical conference â€œSystems Analysis in the Design and Managementâ€ took place from 22-24 of June at St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University. Konstantin Vasiliev presented his paper on â€œDevelopment of the model of evaluation of the factors that influence sustainable development of ethnic systemsâ€

6. Paul McCartneyâ€™s concert tour made a stop in St. Petersburg on 20 June. Konstantin Vasiliev participated in the opening of the events and received a prize that included a vegetarian dinner and short conversation with Sir Paul.

7. On 22 April, my article about the WSC-SD Annual Meeting in GÃ¶teborg was published in the newspaper in my hometown of Rzhev. It was a full-page story about my trip to the opposite coast of the Baltic Sea.
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 Ann Bozhko
News from UniPoly

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL) and the University of Lausanne (UNIL), Lausanne, Switzerland

Sunday 18 July 2004, by FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
Since the last edition of the E-Journal in May, UniPoly organized â€œHigh-Tech Cars Dayâ€ with another student association of the EPFL. The event was held on 27 May at EPFL and attracted over 175 participants. The purpose of High-Tech Car Days was to display advances in car technologies.

Six conferences were held in the afternoon. UniPoly organized two of these, focusing on sustainable mobility. This was the first major event that UniPoly had organized and we gathered invaluable experience from this process. We hope we will stage another such event next year.

On 10 May, we welcomed three speakers who spoke on the topic "Ethics: Does it hinder technological progress or is it a path to sustainable development?"

On 8 June, M. Unteregger introduced us to one of the Swiss "Councils for the Future." This council is one of many different national "Councils for the Future" that advise the government on actions that will have a long-term impact.

We also organized the usual "Sustainable Development every Month!"

We are now looking forward to summer vacation, when we will be planning our activities for next year.
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 FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
News from [project21]

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich (ETHZ) and the University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland

Sunday 18 July 2004, by Catherine Lippuner
Wednesday special
â€œWednesday specialâ€ is the name for a project where, every second week, a member of [project21] invites a person of his or her interest to give a talk or perform a workshop. The idea behind the â€œWednesday specialâ€ is to bring more life to our weekly meetings, which have dealt primarily with administrative issues. Inviting speakers of special interest to a member also brings a certain topic closer to the other members. In the last semester, we invited four speakers from different backgrounds, representing sustainability in all its various facets. We started with the project manager from the Association of Ecologically Conscious Business Management. This group is helping companies to find their way towards sustainable management. The following speakers were two former students who recently started their own business in the field of sustainable media. Their aim is to use different media to bring sustainability closer to people. During this session, we were able to experience this type of work by trying to create a picture that would represent sustainability without using many words. Another guest was the president of the Greina Foundation, an organization that has devoted itself to further the sustainable usage of energy. The final session of the term was a presentation of a PhD thesis where two fertilizers were compared in a cost-benefit analysis that included ecological costs.

Looking back, the â€œWednesday specialsâ€ have not only furthered our understanding of issues around sustainability, but have also given us a lot of motivation to go on with our work. It was an easy decision, therefore, to continue with these talks next term. We are looking at having the Center for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability (the Institute for Sustainability at the University of ZÃ¼rich) again act as a sponsor for the upcoming semester. Besides financial support, they have also provided us with facilities at which to hold the presentations. This allows us to stage the event at a bigger scale and open it to more students and other interested people.

A contribution to World Environment Day by [project21]
World Environment Day, held each year on 5 June, is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action.

The theme for World Environment Day was "Wanted! Seas and Oceans â€“ Dead or Alive?" The theme pushes us to make a choice as to how we want to treat the Earthâ€™s seas and oceans. It also calls on each and every one of us to act. Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or do we want them polluted and dead?

[image: image173.jpg]WURLLD ENYIRUNMENT DAY - 3 JUNE 2008

“*"EE/L%

3#5”.

NATICNS ENVIRDNMENT PROGRAMME





[project21] organized three events for World Environment Day.

The first activity was a guided tour of an exhibition on the ZÃ¼richsee (Lake ZÃ¼rich) habitat. (As we do not have any seas or oceans nearby but have a lake in the middle of the city, we organized a special tour around this.) A PhD student working at the Limnology Institute guided the visitors through the exhibition, consisting of many aquariums with different species â€“ form fish to crawfish and from plankton to snails. The student did not only talk about â€œwho is living where,â€ but also about the problems arising from high levels of fertilizer and sewage in the lake. Fortunately, the preventive measures undertaken in the last few years have been successful and the water quality is again advancing.

The second activity was a presentation about whales and dolphins in the Strait of Gibraltar, performed by Katharina Heyer, the founder of FIRMM (Foundation for Information and Research on Marine Mammals). During her intriguing presentation, she talked about the extraordinary density of whales and dolphins where the Mediterranean Sea meets the Atlantic Ocean. FIRMM stands up for the protection of the marine mammals, as they are threatened by the enormous shipping traffic and aggressive fishery with trawl nets. To attract attention to their work, they organize whale-watching tours, on which they also collect data on the whale and dolphin populations.

Finally, we showed the film Deep Blue to draw peopleâ€™s attention to the magnificent creatures of the sea - creatures that need to be protected.

Each event was well-attended and we received a lot of positive feedback. We hope that through these events people started thinking about the problems and challenges concerning our seas, oceans, and lakes, and what each of us can do to protect them.

News from the board
All positions on the [project21] board have recently been filled by new members. [project21] thanks the outgoing board members for their great work:

· Heidi Bruderer, former President

· Nicole Meyer, former Councilor

· Frank Linxweiler, former Member Responsible for Human Resources

· Daniel Eherer, former Treasurer

Special thanks go to Heidi, who has done a really great job in building up much of the community we know today. All of the former board members devoted their time and energy to further the development of [project21], seek out new members, and extend our network within the sustainability-interested community in the local area.

The new board consists of

· Corinne Sprecher, President

· Cristian KÃ¶pfli, Treasurer and Member Responsible for Human Resources

· Catherine Lippuner, Councilor and Member Responsible for External Relations

Corinne is studying Environmental Sciences at ETHZ. Cristian and Catherine are both students of Biology at the University of ZÃ¼rich.
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 Catherine Lippuner
News from MIT SfGS

MIT Students for Global Sustainability, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Thursday 22 July 2004, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
Sustainable Development Mixer
MIT Students for Global Sustainability (SfGS) ended the academic year in May with a successful mixer of all groups connected with sustainable development on campus. Building on successful precedents, we coordinated a social mixer that included student groups, administrative organizations, and other individuals interested in sustainable development. This event opened the lines of communication and provided the spark for brighter ideas and meaningful projects.

Planning
· Local StudioÂ¡Sus!
After seeing the success of the StudioÂ¡Sus! publication at [project21], MIT decided to start working on a local version of this great guide to sustainability.

· Newspaper column
We are looking into the option of starting a column in the campus newspaper on incorporating sustainability into everyday life.
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 Chaitra Chandrasekhar
From the Editorsâ€™ Desk

A New Name for the E-Journal!

Saturday 24 July 2004, by Aaron Holdway
The World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD) is pleased to announce the new name for this publication. In May, a subcommittee of the WSC-SDâ€™s Communications Committee was struck to find the new name. Readers were invited to submit suggestions, and more than 60 were received. The Student Communities voted on the finalists and, in the end, the winning entry was . . . (drum roll) . . . VISION!

The July 2004 edition of VISION includes articles on Problems with GDP as an Indicator of Development and Better Alternatives, The Power of Thought: How Assumptions Can Influence Our Goal of Sustainability, Celebration of Ivan Kupala Day in Russia, and Africa and Sustainable Development: An Anthropological Perspective.

As always, readers can also get updates from the Student Communities in Cambridge, Lausanne, ZÃ¼rich, Gothenburg, St. Petersburg, and Tokyo.

Until next time,

Aaron Holdway and Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Editors

News from CSS

Chalmers Students for Sustainability, Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden

Saturday 24 July 2004, by Solmaz Jafari
General news

Impressions on the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD
Adding up the impressions of Chalmers Students for Sustainability (CSS) members about the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD, held at Chalmers in March, they all thought it was well-organized, with lots of successful outcomes from the knowledge and cultural exchanges between participants and with the friendships gained among them.

CSS Annual Meeting and election
CSS held its own Annual Meeting on 27 April 2004. Pre-meetings were held in order to plan and announce the CSS Annual Meeting properly. During the Annual Meeting, we heard reports on the activities of the past year (2003-2004). This was followed by a message of appreciation for the outgoing CSS board and the election of a new board. The newly-elected members of the CSS board are:

Chair: PÃ¥l Castell Vice-chair: Pavleta Petrova Secretary: Nazmul Haque Treasurer: Yuliya Kalmykova Councilor: Solmaz Jafari Alternate Councilor: Alfi Soemardji

The Annual Meeting concluded with a general discussion about future CSS activities, what should be its working policy, how to have more active members, and how we can have a sustainable world in the future.

First meeting of CSS
The first CSS meeting after the election of the new board was held on 19 May 2004. The meeting was well-attended, including motivated new participants who are now active members of CSS.

CSS Web site is developing
Thanks to Nazmul for volunteering to work on the CSS Web site. Although the site is still under construction, it looks much better than before!

Seminar on "Learning to Change Our World"
Sustainable development is much talked about, but confusion remains over how to have it help a broader range of people. Few people have a knowledge of all the basic aspects associated with this concept. Special focus on just one (or a few) can prevent one from developing a balanced view of the topic as a whole.

On 6 May 2004, Chalmers hosted a seminar entitled "Learning to Change Our World." The aim of the seminar was, first, to stimulate the important educational efforts that are required to achieve the broadest possible participation and engagement; and, second, to emphasize that everybody needs certain basic knowledge in his/her daily life; and, finally, to discuss possible ways to bring about this education on sustainability.

CSS participated in the seminar and gathered some useful information and sources. We also tried to inform people about CSS and WSC-SD, as well as establish connections with different organizations and communities for further cooperation. WSC-SD brochures were distributed among participants to let people know more about this unique organization.

CSS social event at DelsjÃ¶n, Gothenburg
CSS spent a wonderful day at DelsjÃ¶n, a beautiful lake in Gothenburg, on 5 June 2004. We had fun (games, barbecue, etc.), and at the same time we discussed topics such as how to attract new members to CSS and how to introduce our student community to the new students arriving in the fall. We also updated members on news from the WSC-SD and discussed the WSC-SD’s next Annual Meeting, held at MIT under the title "Beyond Brundtland." We encouraged members to prepare contributions for this meeting. One of our active new members, Alexander, came up with some ideas for a workshop that should lead to some constructive outcomes.

Current projects within CSS

CSS has the following projects under development:

Biodigestion project in India
The idea is to solve the problems of waste management and to develop a sustainable source of electricity by using gases from digestion. We are trying to contact a student community in India and develop a possible collaboration on this project.

Sustainable campus at Chalmers
To reduce the environmental impact caused by universities, we considered possible improvements at Chalmers as a first step. We discussed such ideas as using recycled paper in photocopiers, printing double-sided, and having lights that automatically turn off. CSS members were asked to check on the situation in their own departments and consider possible improvements.

The Milk Package Campaign
Every morning, millions of Swedish people read the small panels of texts and figures on milk packages. The idea, which is also well-accepted by one of the popular companies, is to design a series of panels on a sustainable development theme in order to spread knowledge, start creative thinking, and even engage some people in environmentally-friendly activities.

CSS plans for the next month

Welcome meeting
A CSS welcome meeting has been organized for new Swedish and international students at Chalmers. An "invitation letter" for this meeting has been sent to all Swedish students, and we are going to meet and welcome new international students during their city tour.

The welcome meeting will be held on 8 September 2004 at Ekocentrum in Gothenburg. After presentations, Ekocentrum will provide a short guided tour for attendees. CSS hopes to use this opportunity to involve more students in activities related to sustainability.

Thanks to PÃ¥l, the new chair of CSS, for organizing this event.

Schedule for the coming year
The schedule has been partially set for our regular meetings in the coming year, with activities like visiting companies, presentations of older members on different issues of sustainability, and other presentations.

A course in Thailand
From 6-15 August, two CSS members will be participating in a course in Thailand that has been organized by the University of Tokyo and the Asian Institute of Technology. The course will focus on sustainable development and food security and will involve workshops, field trips, and lectures.
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 Solmaz Jafari
Disclaimer

Saturday 31 July 2004, by Aaron Holdway, Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Simon Schneebeli
1. Responsibility. Articles published in VISION represent the opinions of the authors and not that of the VISION editorial staff or of the WSC-SD. VISION and the WSC-SD do not take any responsibility for the content of the articles nor the sites that are linked from VISION.

2. Citations. Although we take great pride in this online publication, we consider it an informal platform to promote effective communication amongst members of the WSC-SD. As such, this is not a professional journal, and by unanimous agreement of the Coordinating Council, the articles contained within should not be cited in a professional journal or other equivalent publication.

3. Republication. All the articles published on this site are the sole property of the authors. For publication you have to get their agreement. Please also note that we also publish results of research done by undergraduate students. This has to be respected if you refer to articles published on this website.

4. Material from other sources. We reserve the right to post articles and research papers from other sources, with appropriate citations and permissions.

5. Forum postings. We reserve the right to delete messages posted in the forum with racist or explicit content as well as postings that have nothing to do with the subject matter and focus of the site.

6. Further inquiries. Please contact cc1@wscsd.org with any questions related to VISION.

From the Editor’s Desk

A New Logo for VISION

Sunday 5 September 2004, by Aaron Holdway
In the last issue, the World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD) announced the new name for this publication: VISION.

In this issue, we are excited to launch our new logo, which you will see at the top of each page of VISION. A hearty thanks goes out to Jack Warner of the College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, USA, who designed the new logo, and to Simon Schneebeli of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne, Switzerland, who put the logo up on the site for us. Simon has done a tremendous amount of behind-the-scenes work on this e-journal since its creation one year ago.

This month, as always, we present a series of thought-provoking articles from students around the world on a variety of topics related to sustainable development. Our authors this month are from Canada, Colombia, India, Japan, Panama, Russia, and Venezuela. The September edition of VISION contains articles on management from Colombia and Venezuela; opinions on outsourcing (or offshoring) from Panama and Canada; an article from Russia that continues the series on Russian culture; an essay on human rights from India; an article from Japan on a new process for separating greenhouse gases from gas mixtures; and a feature editorial on the crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan. Readers are encouraged to share their views via the forum at the bottom of each article.

As always, readers can also check out the news from the Student Communities in Cambridge, Lausanne, ZÃ¼rich, Gothenburg, St. Petersburg, and Tokyo. Also look for updates from the WSC-SD Coordinating Council and Communications Committee.

Finally, a new listing of who sits on the VISION Editorial Board has now been added to the About VISION section. Here, we welcome our newest addition to the editorial team, Julian Dautremont-Smith, a recent graduate of Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon, USA.

Until next time,

Aaron Holdway, Editor; School of Policy Studies, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada



Disclaimer: All articles and opinions contained within VISION are considered open to the public. Although we take great pride in this online publication, we consider it an informal platform to promote effective communication amongst members of the WSC-SD. As such, this is not a professional journal, and by unanimous agreement of the Coordinating Council, the articles contained within should not be cited in a professional journal or other equivalent publication. We reserve the right to post articles and research papers from other sources, with appropriate citations and permissions. Please contact cc1@wscsd.org with any questions related to VISION.

Editorial Board

Sunday 5 September 2004, by Aaron Holdway
The VISION Editorial Board consists of the following members:

Aaron Holdway, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada â€” Editor and Chair
Chaitra Chadrasekhar, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA â€” Associate Editor for MIT Students for Global Sustainability (SfGS)

FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL), Lausanne, Switzerland â€” Associate Editor for UniPoly

Julia Stahel, University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland â€” Associate Editor for [project21]

Julian Dautremont-Smith, recent graduate of Lewis & Clark College, Portland, Oregon, USA â€” Associate Editor at Large

Ruri Hidano, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan â€” Associate Editor for the University of Tokyo Student Community (UTSC)

Solmaz Jafari Khasraghi, Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden â€” Associate Editor for Chalmers Students for Sustainability (CSS)

Svetlana Rodinskaia, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia â€” Associate Editor for St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability (SSS)

News from UTSC

University of Tokyo Student Community, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Sunday 12 September 2004, by Ruri Hidano
UTSC Summer Event
On 7 August, we took part in a program called â€œMinuma Kaze-no-gakko,â€ in which we looked at sustainable farming. Seven members of UTSC made the journey to Minuma, located 20 km north of Tokyo. We walked around with people from the farm, listening to the history of the area and of the Minuma canal. Each participant found something of interest during the visit, as we considered not only agriculture, but also flood prevention measures associated with the canal and the communityâ€™s welfare farm. You can read more about this program on our Web site (sorry â€“ only in Japanese for the time being).

Contributions to VISION 
We decided to take into account the submission of articles to VISION for the selection of WSC-SD Annual Meeting participants from UTSC. This is both to help increase submissions to VISION and to encourage people to attend the Annual Meeting.

Call for participants for COP 10
The Tenth Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 10) will take place from 6 to 17 December 2004 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Approximately three students from UTSC will be sent to this conference. The UTSC Climate Change Working Group is in charge of planning the logistics of UTSCâ€™s participation.

UTSC Web site
The UTSC Web site has been redesigned and the contents have been rearranged. An English version is coming soon, but for now you can see the site in Japanese: http://ags.esc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/utsc/ja/.
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 Ruri Hidano
News from UniPoly

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL) and the University of Lausanne (UNIL), Lausanne, Switzerland

Friday 17 September 2004, by FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
Over the summer, UniPoly took a break from its usual activities due to the academic holidays.

In August, however, two UniPoly members visited the Youth Encounter on Sustainability (YES) course in Braunwald for two days. They wanted to get a taste of this course, meet the WSC-SD members in attendance, and discuss various issues of the WSC-SD.

On 20 and 21 August, UniPoly members met in order to discuss the year to come. UniPoly members were also busy reflecting upon the outcome of the previous yearâ€™s activities. On the whole, we are satisfied with our achievements, yet we wish to involve more members in our activities, and especially to organize events that would focus specifically on students and sustainable development. But we are very confident about the future, as we have come up with projects that we hope to carry out. We also agreed on a new structure for the association in order to ensure close ties with the other Student Communities of the WSC-SD.

Recently, UniPoly launched its call for papers for VISION. We will issue shortly articles from some of the different universities in the French part of Switzerland.

For now, UniPoly members look forward to resuming the associationâ€™s activities in October 2004.

We wish all the best to the other members of the WSC-SD.
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 FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
News from SSS

St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Friday 17 September 2004, by Kostya Vasiliev
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SSS members at a meeting in April 2004



Article in Politekhnik
Newspaper article
At the end of June, an article entitled â€œAct Locally, Think Globallyâ€ was published in St. Petersburg State Politechnical Universityâ€™s newspaper Politekhnik. You can see a copy of the article (in Russian) at right. The English translation will be made available soon.

Youth conferences in Australia
In July, Konstantin Vassiliev participated in the International Youth Parliament (IYP) sitting in Sydney, Australia, and a Students of Sustainability (SoS) conference in Melbourne, Australia. Konstantin got to know lots of youth activists from around the world who are interested in sustainable development and try to put this concept into practice.

Through his participation in the IYP, Konstantin got in touch with TakingItGlobal (TIG) and was asked to write an article about his impressions of the IYP and SoS conferences for the Russian part of TIGâ€™s Web site. The article also focuses on the main activities of SSS that Konstantin presented at the above-mentioned conferences. You can read the article here.

A separate and more detailed article about Konstantinâ€™s participation in the two conferences in Australia will be coming soon. Look for it in a future issue of VISION!

Potanin’s Student Awards
In September, SSS members Ann Bozhko and Mikhail Kalyabin were awarded Potanin’s Student Awards. They will be recognized at our University at a ceremony in October. To qualify for this award, students must attain exemplary marks (all 5s, in the Russian system) and must pass special testing of their general knowledge, their sense of humour, and their "coolness under fire." The awards, which provide an increase in stipend, are named for bank owner Vladimir Potanin, who decided to offer funds to recognize Russia’s top students.

Terry Fox Run in St. Petersburg
On 19 September, SSS members Konstantin Vassiliev and Dmitri Volotskoi took part in the Terry Fox Run held on Yelagin Island in St. Petersburg. Organized by the Anglo-American School in St. Petersburg, this event raises funds to support cancer research in the cities in which the run is held. In St. Petersburg, the money will go to N.N. Petrov Oncology Center in the district of Pesochnoe. This was the first Terry Fox Run held in St. Petersburg. The event is held annually to commemorate the Marathon of Hope run by Terry Fox in Canada in 1980. Terry was only 18 years old when, in 1977, he was diagnosed with bone cancer and forced to have his right leg amputated. Soon after, Terry decided he would run across Canada to raise money for cancer research. After 18 months of training, Terry began his Marathon of Hope. Terry ran the equivalent of a marathon every day for 143 days until, more than halfway across the country, the cancer returned, this time in his lungs. Terry, now a national hero, died months later. Since 1980, the annual Terry Fox Runs have raised more than $340 million for cancer research. You can get more information on Terry Fox, the Terry Fox Run, and the Terry Fox Foundation at www.terryfoxrun.org.
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 Konstantin Vassiliev
News from [project21]

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich (ETHZ) and the University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland

Friday 17 September 2004, by Catherine Lippuner
The update for this issue will be a short one. Since we have had a summer break in ZÃ¼rich, members of [project21] have either been spread all over the world or or have been preparing for their exams in October. This means we are not carrying out any projects at the moment, but we are preparing new ones for the coming term.

The Studio!Sus team has nearly finished its edition on globalization, which will be printed by the end of September.

The other members of [project21] are preparing the activities for the new term. At the moment, we are planning a member recruitment event and are working on a concept for a new home page. We are also planning to screen a Swiss film and follow this by a public talk with the director and perhaps some of the actors.

You will hear the latest news on these and other projects in the next issue of VISION!

[image: image182.png]


 Catherine Lippuner
News from CSS

Chalmers Students for Sustainability, Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden

Saturday 18 September 2004, by Solmaz Jafari
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General news

Welcome meeting
The biggest event for CSS in the last month was our welcome meeting for new students at Chalmers, held on 8 September at Ekocentrum. We announced the meeting widely and drew a large number of motivated students from different departments and different nationalities. The members of the CSS board introduced the concept of sustainable development and explained who CSS is, what we are doing, and what we would like to do. We also provided an introduction to the WSC-SD, YES Alumni, the AGS, and other groups and organizations that are linked to CSS. Afterward, we handed out materials on various issues and challenges related to sustainable development. We also handed out registration forms for CSS and were pleased to see many of the forms returned immediately! We hope there will be a lot of new members joining us for the coming year.

Guided tour to Ekocentrum
Thanks to PÃ¥l, CSSâ€™s incredible chair, we were able to hold our welcome meeting at Ekocentrum. Ekocentrum, an NGO in central Gothenburg, is one of the most comprehensive environmental exhibitions in Sweden, providing a unique meeting point for environmental issues. After the meeting, all those present were given a guided tour of Ekocentrumâ€™s unique exhibition of environmental issues and techniques and solutions to develop sustainability. We all enjoyed learning about the environmental issues presented through this exhibition.

Web site
The new CSS Web site is still under construction and is getting better every day.

Legal status
CSS is now formally registered with Swedish tax board as a non-profit organization.

Active projects 

Biodigestion project in India
The purpose of this project is to solve waste management problems while also gaining a sustainable source of electricity from the gases produced by the digestion of natural materials. We are trying to contact an Indian student community with which to collaborate on this project.

â€œSustainable campusâ€ at Chalmers
We discussed possible improvements at our university to decrease its impact on the environment, such as using recycled paper in copy machines, printing double-sided, and automatically turning off lights. As routines vary by department, we asked all members to check on the situation in their department and propose possible solutions.

Milk package campaign
Every morning, millions of Swedish people read the small panels of text and figures on milk packages. The idea, which is also well received by one of the large companies in the industry, is to design a series of panels on sustainable development. The aim is to spread knowledge, start creative thinking, and engage people in environmentally-friendly activities.

Future plans

The schedule for our biweekly Wednesday meetings has been set for the coming year. At the first meeting, to be held on 22 September, we will go over reports on our current activities and break into groups to discuss new activities. We will continue with various activities from the past, including visits to companies and presentations on sustainable development. We will also continue our preparations for the next WSC-SD Annual Meeting. Our last event for the fall will be a Christmas party, where we will break until the New Year.

Future projects

Gothenburg 2050
This is a project that has been going for some years with a number of stakeholders involved. We have now received a request to select a group of five or six interested students to work on an innovative vision for a sustainable Gothenburg in the year 2050. A first meeting would be held with the project coordinators in October, followed by perhaps two more meetings before Christmas. In the end, a seminar will be held with politicians in the region. The project organizers are interested in a diverse group with mixed nationalities. We think this may be an interesting project for CSS and a good opportunity to gain valuable contacts. We will submit our list of nominees within the next two weeks.

Nordens Ark
The Siberian tiger at the Nordens Ark zoological garden, some 150 km north of Gothenburg, will soon be moving to a new enclosure. A former CSS board member suggests that we make a donation of SK1000, which would put our groupâ€™s name on a sign at the new enclosure. We will discuss the issue in more detail.
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 Solmaz Jafari
News from the Communications Committee

Tuesday 21 September 2004, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
New name and logo for the E-Journal
The WSC-SD E-Journal has now been renamed VISION. This process was led by a subcommittee of the Communications Committee consisting of Akiko Yano, Daniel Eherer, and Aaron Holdway. Jack Warner has designed a new logo for VISION, unveiled in the present issue.

Update on the Web interface
We have been working on improving the Web interface of the WSC-SD for both current and new members. Our Web site currently uses Tikiwiki, but its content management interface for VISION is unsatisfactory. We are therefore considering other platforms, such as Typo3. We hope to have an updated interface with a new and professional look by the end of September.

We would appreciate any suggestions for the new interface, including any experiences readers may have had with Tikiwiki and Typo3. Readers can contact us at com@wscsd.org.

Discussions on VISIONâ€™s "look"
We have been considering various ways of incorporating VISION into our new integrated management interface. The consensus is that the current SPIP management system is versatile and works well. As described above, we have found Tikiwiki unsuitable for this purpose and our now considering Typo3 as a possible alternative.
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 Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Chair; member of MIT Students for Global Sustainability (SfGS)

News from the Coordinating Council

Moving Forward . . .

Tuesday 21 September 2004, by Philip Michael Sheehy
Charter revisions
The Coordinating Council has been busy lately with a high-priority agenda item: revising the WSC-SD Charter. Revising an international organization’s charter is a large task, and so we are seeking help from all members of each Student Community. The primary objectives for revising the Charter are:

· To create a centralized location for the WSC-SD (while maintaining the autonomy of the Student Communities) for financial purposes, such that the WSC-SD can accept funds from interested donors, apply for grants, and properly disburse funds to Student Communities for projects; and 

· To establish rules for individual membership. 

Is there anything else you think we have forgotten to address? If so, please submit your comments to cc1@wscsd.org. Don’t forget to include your name and Student Community (or university)!

Computers to Cameroon
The Coordinating Council is working with students from the University of Tokyo Student Community (UTSC) and students from the University of YaoundÃ©, Cameroon, to help provide a set of computers to the WSC-SD’s newest Partner Student Community. The computers will facilitate improved communication between students from the University of YaoundÃ© and the rest of the WSC-SD, while also providing an invaluable general resource for those students.

Changes to our Web site
The WSC-SD Web site will be undergoing changes over the next several weeks, so be sure to keep an eye on our home page: www.wscsd.org.
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 Philip Sheehy, Chair; President of the WSC-SD

News from the Communications Committee

Saturday 6 November 2004, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
The Communications Committee held a chat meeting on 24 October during which we discussed the following issues:

We are pleased to see the number of visitors to the VISION Web page steadily increasing. Many of our hits have originated from Google as people search for topics related to sustainability.

Opinions were shared on the question of whether to continue releasing VISION articles collectively every two months, as we have done in the past, or to release them one by one on the WSC-SD’s Wiki-based Web page. We are seeking a compromise that ensures we get both a steady stream of articles and the regular updates from the WSC-SD and its various Student Communities.

To aid our contributors, VISION may, in the future, be able to offer help with translating submissions into English. Aaron Holdway has offered to help with translations from French. If anyone else is willing to offer assistance with translations from other languages, we would greatly appreciate it. Please e-mail com@wscsd.org.

Promotion of the WSC-SD Annual Meeting is ongoing. The Student Communities have used a variety of means to advertise the Meeting, including through campus publications, newspaper articles, e-mail announcements, and posters. We hope this effort continues successfully.
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 Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Chair; member of MIT Students for Global Sustainability (SfGS)

An Introduction to VISION for YES Alumni

Monday 8 November 2004, by Aaron Holdway
(The following text comes from a page on the YES Alumni Network Web site, which borrows from the About section of the WSC-SD Web site.)

What is VISION?
VISION is the bimonthly e-journal of the World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD). The publication, originally called the E-Journal, was launched in July 2003 as a platform through which members of the WSC-SD could share their ideas on sustainable development and update one another on their activities. The readership and body of contributors soon expanded to YES Alumni and to other students from around the world, all tied by their interested in sustainable development.

What is the WSC-SD?
The World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD) is an alliance of student communities from around the world with a mission of promoting sustainable development. It is dedicated to providing students with an open platform for the exchange of ideas and experiences related to sustainable development. In all of its activities and projects, the WSC-SD aims to convey the importance of including sustainable development in the education and research of tomorrow’s leaders.

The WSC-SD is run entirely by students. Most members of the WSC-SD belong to one of the Member or Partner Student Communities; however, there is a growing number of individual members making valuable contributions to the organization.

The seeds for the WSC-SD were planted in the summer of 2000, when students from around the world gathered in Braunwald, Switzerland, for the first YES course. Two years later, in March 2002, students from the University of Tokyo (UT), the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Zurich (ETHZ), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL), Chalmers University of Technology (in Gothenburg, Sweden) and the University of Cocody - Abidjan (in CÃ´te d’Ivoire) signed the Charter of the WSC-SD in San Jose, Costa Rica. (The organization was originally part of the Alliance for Global Sustainability but became autonomous in 2002.) The St. Petersburg State Polytechnical University in St. Petersburg, Russia, was declared a member in March 2004 and the University of YaoundÃ© in YaoundÃ©, Cameroon, was granted partner status in June 2004.

How can YES Alumni contribute to VISION?
We are looking for submissions from students on any topic related to sustainable development, in the form of essays, research papers, or opinion pieces. (Don’t worry if you are not a native English speaker; we can help with editing.) YES Alumni, in particular, are encouraged to contribute to VISION. YES Alumni have made up more than half of our contributors in the past year and currently fill more than half of the positions on the VISION Editorial Board! Please send submissions to com@wscsd.org by the first day of the month of publication: January, March, May, July, September, or November.
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 Aaron Holdway (YES July 2003 and August 2004), Editor; School of Policy Studies, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada

What is the WSC-SD?

Tuesday 9 November 2004, by Aaron Holdway
(The following text comes from a page on the YES Alumni Network Web site, which borrows from the About section of the WSC-SD Web site.)
VISION was launched in 2003 as a bimonthly forum for the World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD). So what is the WSC-SD?

The World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD) is an alliance of student communities from around the world with a mission of promoting sustainable development. It is dedicated to providing students with an open platform for the exchange of ideas and experiences related to sustainable development. In all of its activities and projects, the WSC-SD aims to convey the importance of including sustainable development in the education and research of tomorrow’s leaders.

The WSC-SD is run entirely by students. Most members of the WSC-SD belong to one of the Member or Partner Student Communities; however, there is a growing number of individual members making valuable contributions to the organization.

The seeds for the WSC-SD were planted in the summer of 2000, when students from around the world gathered in Braunwald, Switzerland, for the first YES course. Two years later, in March 2002, students from the University of Tokyo (UT), the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Zurich (ETHZ), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL), Chalmers University of Technology (in Gothenburg, Sweden) and the University of Cocody - Abidjan (in CÃ´te d’Ivoire) signed the Charter of the WSC-SD in San Jose, Costa Rica. (The organization was originally part of the Alliance for Global Sustainability but became autonomous in 2002.) The St. Petersburg State Polytechnical University in St. Petersburg, Russia, was declared a member in March 2004 and the University of YaoundÃ© in YaoundÃ©, Cameroon, was granted partner status in June 2004.

News from SSS

St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Saturday 13 November 2004, by Kostya Vasiliev
SSS has been focusing lately on organizing the Call for Papers for the upcoming Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD. A number of groups have been approached:

· SSS has given presentations to students in the environmental studies program at Baltic University to explain the activities of SSS, its relationship to the WSC-SD, and the opportunity to present at the WSC-SD Annual Meeting.

· The Call for Articles has also been sent to the network Kostya became part of when he attended this year’s International Youth Parliament in Sydney. Delegates from this event have offered to forward this information to other contacts they have.

· Information on the Annual Meeting has also been sent to the administrators of the Web site TakingItGlobal. The info will be posted on the Russian portion of this site.

· A link to the Call for Articles on the WSC-SD Web site has been placed on the site of ASEKO, an NGO with which SSS is working. The site, which is only in Russian, can be found here.

· Information has been distributed to the participants of the Russian Folklore Ensemble Rodnick, a group with which SSS has worked.

· During the first week week of November, posters promoting the Annual Meeting and the WSC-SD will be posted at Saint Petersburg State Politechnic University.

In other news, Sveta Rodinskaia helped to organize, and participated in, a recent concert of the Rodnick Ensemble, held at Gymnasium N 61 in St. Petersburg. The concert was dedicated to the the 30th anniverssary of the Gymnasium.

Marina Stroganova has replaced Anna Bozhko in the position of Meetings Representative due to the fact that Anna will soon be leaving St. Petersburg to pursue a masters program. While away, however, Anna will continue to work with SSS in some way. SSS is very appreciative of what Anna has done for the group.
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 Konstantin Vasilyev
News from CSS

Chalmers Students for Sustainability, Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden

Wednesday 17 November 2004, by Solmaz Jafari
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General news

Welcome Meeting
CSS held its Welcome Meeting on 22 September, attended by many students. We had a presentation and discussion on what sustainability means and on what the challenges are in working toward it. We then broke into smaller discussion groups to gather ideas on what projects CSS could undertake. Each group later presented their ideas. Some groups also discussed CSS’s work on "Goteborg2050," the Sustainable Campus project, and the Milk Package Campaign. Suggestions were collected on further developing these current projects. At the end of the meeting, the Call for Papers for the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD was announced informally.

Presentation by Maria Olsson
On 6 October, Maria Olsson delivered a presentation to CSS on her research, entitled "Wood Pellets: Sustainable Heating for Residences." Maria began by explaining that the increasing global warming necessitates exchanging fossil fuels for biofuels. Wood pellets are a relatively new and increasingly popular biomass fuel. This fuel can both be used in residences and as an inexpensive and convenient alternative to fossil fuels in large-scale heat and power plants. Wood pellets, Maria explained, are made by compressing sawdust and wood shavings, both by-products from sawmills and joinery mills. Softwood pellets can be burned in residences in burners, boilers, or stoves, resulting in low emissions. As the demand for pellets increases, other biomass wastes will be considered as raw materials. Examples include logging residues, energy crops, agricultural waste, and the organic fraction of household waste.

Call for Papers
At our meeting on 20 October, we formally announced the Call for Papers and Posters for the WSC-SD Annual Meeting. We handed out posters for students to place on boards in each department.

The formation of a CSS Paper Selection Committee for the Annual Meeting has been discussed. CSS has also discussed the possibility of organizing a workshop for the Annual Meeting on our Sustainable Campus project.

Meeting with Chalmers President
On 21 October, CSS met with the President of Chalmers, Jan-Eric Sundgren. Dr. Sundgren promised to help arrange for speakers from outside Chalmers to come and deliver interesting lectures and seminars for CSS. He also asked us to keep in touch with other organizations at Chalmers that are working for sustinable development (including GMV, AGS, and the Environmental Coordinator) and propose a joint project. In addition, Dr. Sundgren assured us he would do everything he could to help with our Sustainable Campus project.

Meeting with Environmental Coordinator at Chalmers
The CSS Board recently met with the Environmental Coordinator at Chalmers. We discussed possible ways to collaborate and help each other on our activities, including working together to arrange lectures and presentations at Chalmers on sustainable development. She liked our Sustainable Campus project and agreed to help us set up display boards on sustainability in various departments at Chalmers. She also told us about the idea of introducing compulsory courses on sustainable development for every masters program at Chalmers.

Active projects of CSS

Biodigestion project in India
This project is designed to address problems with waste management and to gain a sustainable source of electricity by using gases from digestion. We are trying to contact a student group in India to find ways to collaborate. We have applied for financial support for this project.

Sustainable Campus project
To decrease the environmental impact caused by universities, we discussed possible improvements we could implement at Chalmers, such as using recycled paper in copy machines, printing double-sided, and introducing mechanisms that automatically turn off lights. As routines vary from department to department, the first step of the project was to have CSS members investigate and report on the situation in their department and possible solutions that could be implemented. The next step will be to set up display boards on sustainability in various departments at Chalmers. Our next meeting on this project will take place on 3 November.

Milk Package Campaign Every morning, millions of Swedes read the small panels of text on milk packaging. The idea for the project - one that is well-received by one of the big companies in the industry - is to design a series of panels on a sustainable development theme, aiming to spread knowledge and creative thinking on environmentally-friendly activities. Some of CSS’s new members will join the Milk Package Campaign team.

Future plans

CSS Annual Meeting and Election
The CSS Annual Meeting and Election will be held on 10 November. The special guest will be Dr. Walter Ernst, who will make a presentation on climate change. Dr. Ernsts’s visit has also been announced by Ekocentrum to give all those interested a chance to hear his presentation.

Although the present Board is willing to continue serving until next year, as it was elected only six months ago, the members of the Board will still need to be confirmed by the CSS membership. Elections will also take place for positions that will soon be vacant.

Company visits
CSS has arranged to have two company visits in November.

On 3 November, we will visit SWECO. SWECO is the Nordic region’s leading consulting company in engineering, environmental technology, and architecture. SWECO provides leading-edge services ranging from expert advice in planning and pre-investment studies to integrated services in design and project implementation. For more information, please see SWECO’s Web site.

On 17 November, CSS will visit Shell. Royal Dutch/Shell is a global group of energy and petrochemical companies whose aim is to meet the energy needs of society in ways that are economically, socially, and environmentally viable, now and in the future. For more information, please see Shell’s Web site.

Thanks to Alexander for arranging these company visits.

Svenska Ekodemiker national conference
Svenska Ekodemiker, the umbrella organization for communities and organizations that are working on sustainable development in Sweden, will hold its annual conference from 12 to 14 November in Stockholm. CSS will send some members as representatives. All participating organizations are asked to contribute to the conference if they choose - for example, describing their activities or presenting a play.

Pub meeting with people from environmental groups
Some groups engaged in environmental issues in Gothenburg will be meeting informally at a pub on 4 November. CSS will send some members to join this meeting. Also in attendance will be representatives from the Swedish Association for Nature Conservation (SNF), the largest environmental organization in Sweden (see their Web site for more information).

New projects

GÃ¶teborg 2050
This is a project that has been ongoing for a few years, involving a number of stakeholders. We have now made a request to choose a group of interested students to help develop a more radical and innovative vision of a sustainable GÃ¶teborg in the year 2051. Meetings will be held before January and, at the end of the project, a seminar will be held with local politicians. They project organizers are interested in a diverse group with mixed nationalities, something CSS can easily provide. We believe this will be a very interesting project and will give us valuable contacts.

EU stakeholder consultation on climate change
With the good news about Russia’s imminent ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, we need to use the new momentum to see a number of strong submissions made in the EU public consultation on post-2012 climate change action, the final deadline for which is 31 October. These inputs will feed into the formulation of the EU’s future strategy on climate change. We need to counterbalance industry’s reactions and stress the need for strong action on climate change, as the developing countries are the most vulnerable to the impacts and have the least resources to adapt to the change - and time is running out.

CSS has received a call for an EU stakeholder consultation on climate change from the Policy Officer of Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe. CAN Europe has put together a draft response to the inputs received during the broad consultation process. They are contacting communities to ask for support and would like them to ask their member groups to do the same, either signing on to a climate change statement (submitting a brief note of endorsement via the Web link below) or by sending in their own submissions. CSS can also send this invitation on to other relevant stakeholders, such as academic institutions, NGOs, trade unions, and faith-based groups. For more information, please see the Web site for the consultation.
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 Solmaz Jafari
News from MIT SfGS

MIT Students for Global Sustainability, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Thursday 18 November 2004, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
MIT SfGS has been working recently both on local projects and on planning the Annual Meeting of the WSC-SD, to be held at MIT in March 2005.

An information session on YES (the Youth Encounter on Sustainability) was held recently for interested students at MIT. Participants and facilitators from this year’s YES courses shared their experiences and answered questions on the program.

SfGS is working with Save, an environmental group on campus, to make notebooks out of header sheets. Header sheets are cover pages with print on only one side that are printed when anyone makes a printout on the MIT printers (unless they specify otherwise). Every day, hundreds of these pages are printed, most of which are discarded. We are now making notebooks out of these pages and selling them.

SfGS will be holding a mixer along with SUDS (the Sustainable Urban Development Society) that will bring together a number of sustainable development groups on campus and other individuals interested in the subject.
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 Chaitra Chandrasekhar
News from [project21]

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich (ETHZ) and the University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland

Saturday 20 November 2004, by Catherine Lippuner
Studio!Sus
The third issue of Studio!Sus â€“ [project21]â€™s magazine - is now out! The current issue focuses on "Globalization," following the issues on "Consumption" and "Sustainable Cities."
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The current issue of Studio!Sus is divided into six sections:

· What is globalization?

· Knowledge and research

· Appliance and action

· Studying in a sustainable way

· Global living

· Guide

The first five sections should create a broad view of the multifaceted topic "globalization." The different aspects of globalization are reflected in the variety of topics and authors, from an interview with Professor Joseph Stiglitz (former chief economist at the World Bank and winner of the Nobel Prize) to an article about the WSC-SD by Philip Sheehy (President of the WSC-SD). A student wrote about an artificial intelligence lecture delivered in Tokyo, which could also be attended by students in ZÃ¼rich, Munich, Warsaw, Lodz, Jeddah, and Beijing as an interactive videoconference. In addition, Walter Hollstein (Professor of Sociology in Bremen, Germany) demonstrates how gender studies are related to globalization.

In the "Guide" section, one can find a list of books about globalization, an overview of lectures that focus on sustainable development at ETHZ and the University of ZÃ¼rich, a compilation of Web pages about globalization and sustainable development, and some events taking place in the next months that are related to sustainability.

Three thousand copies of each issue of Studio!Sus are distributed, mostly at ETHZ and the University of ZÃ¼rich. In November, we will begin working on the next issue, to be released in March 2005.

Increasing membership
At the beginning of the new semester, we organized an information meeting on [project21]. We presented our goals and described how we plan to reach them, then played an interactive game called the "small sustainability game." This game is a strategy game, developed to display the different perceptions people have of what sustainable development means. Besides that resulted from the game, it gave us the opportunity to get to know one another.
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As we know that the first event or project after the information meeting is important in maintaining peoples’ interest in [project21], we have organized a visit to Masoala Hall, the new rainforest hall at the zoo in ZÃ¼rich. Named after a national park in Madagascar, the 11,000-square-meter facility imitates the rainforest of Madagascar. We will have a guided tour, followed by a discussion with a member of the zoo management about how Masoala Hall contributes to nature conservation. More about our visit to the zoo and what comes out in the discussion can be found in the next edition of VISION.
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 Catherine Lippuner
News from UniPoly

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL) and the University of Lausanne (UNIL), Lausanne, Switzerland

Tuesday 23 November 2004, by FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
UniPoly is back on track!

After the summer break, UniPoly is now recruiting new members. We took part in a â€œWelcome Day,â€ during which several associations were introduced to the new students. We are confident that such events raise awareness amongst students that we exist and will allow them to pursue their interest in sustainable development.

Aside from this, UniPoly also published articles in the EPFL newspapers to draw attention to our group.

Most importantly, however, we have a new, more reliable Web site that is better designed and more friendly to the first-time user.

We have discussed new projects for the coming year, such as a bicycle day in the spring, a river cleaning day, a week on fair trade in collaboration with another association, and a photography contest on sustainable development.

We are also reshaping our association, finding new ways to communicate with students, organize our activities, and prepare our own Annual Meeting, to be held in December. During the UniPoly Annual Meeting, we will elect a new committee and fill other vacant seats. Members will also have the opportunity to vote on UniPoly’s direction for the coming year.

We have great expectations for the year to come, but we trust that the experience we gathered last year is the best guarantee that we will be able to further extend and expand our activities.

UniPoly wishes all Student Communities and VISION readers a pleasant year.
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 FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean
News from UTSC

University of Tokyo Student Community, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Saturday 27 November 2004, by Ruri Hidano
Youth conference on the environment
Youth researchers and students in environmental fields held a conference on 30 October. Topics covered a wide variety of environmental issues, ranging from biology to international development. About 30 people from Tokyo and as far away as Osaka and Hokkaido. During the conference, UTSC had the opportunity to describe its activities. For more information, please see the conference Web site (in Japanese only).

AGS Technical Meeting 2004
Every fall, the AGS holds an international â€œTechnical Meeting.â€ At this conference, future directions and possibilities for AGS are be discussed. This year, The Technical Meeting will be held in Tokyo, from 15 to 16 November. For details, please see our Web site.

YES and IPoS Report neeting
YES (the Youth Encounter on Sustainability) and IPoS (Intensive Program on Sustainability) are summer schools on sustainable development, held in Switzerland and Thailand, respectively. An information meeting on these programs will be held on 17 November, at which past participants will describe their experiences and answer questions from those interested in taking part. Information will also be given on how to apply for next year’s sessions.
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 Ruri Hidano
News from SSS

St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Wednesday 16 February 2005, by Kostya Vasiliev
Not much has been happening with SSS lately, as it is the end of term and students have been busy with exams.

Annual Meeting submissions
Five papers and one poster were selected for submission for final review by MIT for the upcoming Annual Meeting of the World Student Community for Sustainable Development. Three of the papers were from students at Saint Petersburg State Politechnical University, one was from Chuvash State University in Cheboksary (a town on the Volga River), and one was from Pakistan. We also passed along an interesting abstract for a proposed workshop from Tanzania. We allowed some people from other parts of the world to send their papers to SSS because they had missed the deadline to submit their proposals directly to MIT.

Mondialogo Engineering Award
Project proposals have been submitted for the Mondialogo Engineering Award (www.mondialogo.org), including a joint effort from students at Saint Petersburg State Railway University, Saint Petersburg State Politechnical University, a recent graduate of Saint Petersburg State Mining University, and Chalmers University of Technology, working under the supervision of Professor V.I. Moiseev of Saint Petersburg State Railway University. At the beginning of January, Mondialogo confirmed that the team’s project met the eligibility criteria.
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 Kostya Vasiliev
News from MIT SfGS

MIT Students for Global Sustainability, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Saturday 19 February 2005, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar
MIT SfGS is working on activities both at the local and the international levels. The two main activities that we are concentrating on right now are:

· Preparation for the Annual Meeting (AM)

· Work on publication of Studio!Sus
AM preparation
The students from various countries who require visas to enter the United States have begun the process of obtaining visas. Two students from the University of Tokyo have successfully obtained a visa. The AM committee is in the process of sending out the documentation required by students for visa processing.

Studio!Sus 
Over the past semester, SfGS members have been working on a publication that offers tips on how students can live sustainably on campus. Most of the articles have now been written and the design work has begun. We hope to have Studio!Sus published in the near future.
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 Chaitra Chandrasekhar
News from UniPoly

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL) and the University of Lausanne (UNIL), Lausanne, Switzerland

Monday 21 February 2005, by Dorothy Zhang
Happy New Year from UniPoly!

UniPoly held its annual General Assembly on 2 December 2004. We looked back on all our projects from the past year and also elected our committee members. FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean became the new president of UniPoly.

Our existing projects are proceeding on schedule, as are the new ones initiated by group members old and new in the past two months. Marc Vogt, UniPoly’s internal and external communications officer, has arranged for our group to join another association in organizing an exhibition at one of the largest local fairs in Switzerland, "Comptoir Suisse," in Lausanne in the fall of 2006.

At our committee members’ meeting in January, we decided to reshuffle our traditional program "Les lundis du dÃ©veloppement durable" (Mondays for Sustainable Development). From now on, we’ll organise a team of 2-3 persons, lead by Julien Falco, to continue working on LDD. The latest LDD was held in our usual venue, "Restaurant le Vaudois," under the theme "How to manage our territories sustainably." The main speaker we invited was Mme. Anne Babey, a professional territorial development officer from the Swiss Federal Office of Territorial Development.
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 Di Zhang
News from UTSC

University of Tokyo Student Community, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Tuesday 22 February 2005, by Ruri Hidano
Alliance for Global Sustainability (AGS) Technical Meeting
Students from UTSC took part in the AGS Technical Meeting on 15-16 November 2004. Hosted by the University of Tokyo, the meeting integrated sessions related specifically to Asia with a session on the core activities of the four AGS partner universities. The first two sessions were related to the AGS research projects in Asia and partnerships between universities and industry. The session on the AGS core activities focused on a new flagship program that the AGS is organizing on energy and education. The meeting also featured student and education activities that demonstrate why education is so important in the AGS. Workshops were designed to stimulate discussion between academia and broad stakeholders.

During the meeting, UTSC members had a chance to present their activities and offer a student perspective on sustainability. We talked about the workshops we organize and the five working groups we have that are tackling issues such as climate change, water, and social sustainability, as well as preparing for the WSC-SD and AGS Annual Meetings at MIT in March. We also discussed the history of UTSC, our present activities, and most importantly, our future plans and the prospects for more initiatives through the different perspectives of UTSC’s members. We described our advocacy approach for a sustainable future, which we call "Make a Difference" (MAD), and stated our interest in receiving suggestions to improve our organization and to possibly network or work with other Asian students at universities throughout the region.

Links:

· Information on the AGS Technical Meeting
· Photos from the AGS Technical Meeting
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 Ruri Hidano
News from [project21]

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich (ETHZ) and the University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland

Tuesday 22 February 2005, by Julia Stahel
Wednesday Special: Masoala Hall
In November 2004, we organized a guided tour to Masoala Hall, the new rainforest hall of the ZÃ¼rich Zoo. The hall is named after a national park in Madagascar. In this 11,000-square-metre facility, the Zoo tried to reproduce the rainforest of Madagascar, using only plants indigenous to the island. A member of the zoo management guided us through the hall while explaining the use of the hall in nature preservation. Part of the entry fees and revenues from the Zoo’s restaurant goes to a foundation that ensures the long-term preservation of nature and the ongoing of activities in the Masoala National Park on Madagascar. After the guided tour, the manager answered our questions and was interested in our critical comments on the concept and new ideas of how to further the Zoo’s conservation initiatives.

Wednesday Special: Finance and Sustainability
[project21] member Frank Linxweiler gave a presentation about finance and sustainability, which will also be the topic of our fourth Studio!Sus issue. He gave a short overview on the history of sustainable investment, starting with religious-motivated investment, then green investment, and finally socially-responsible investment. Most companies working with sustainable investments, he explained, follow a â€œbest in classâ€ approach, which means they invest in the top companies in each sector. Critics say that this is insufficient and that it also gives support to non-sustainable sectors like oil and gas. The dangers of "green-washing" were also discussed.

Wednesday Special: Balancing Conservation and Livelihood Needs in Protected Areas of Nepal
Guana Gurung, a project manager at WWF Nepal, spoke on the difficulties in finding a balance between the conservation of nature and the need for better living conditions for Nepalese. Tourism is the most attractive industry for the country, but often Western comfort standards can only be met at the cost of destruction of nature, which is the very base of tourism in Nepal. Mr. Gurung could not offer any perfect solutions on the issue, but he stressed the need to better local living conditions at the same time as trying to preserve nature.

Wednesday Special: Standing on the Shoulders of Giants
ETHZ doctoral student Markus Dapp gave a presentation on the open-source software movement, in which he asked who should own knowledge and how it should be distributed. As the cost of information distribution decreases toward cero, information could become a public good. Open-source software and Creative Commons licences represent an effort to provide software access to knowledge to everyone, while still giving the authors the option of retaining some rights over their work.

Wednesday Special: The Power of Images
[project21] visited an exhibition at the University of ZÃ¼rich entitled â€œThe Power of Images â€“ How One Argues for Sustainability.â€ [project21] member Urs MÃ¼ller gave us a tour of the exhibition, showing us photos that were published in local newspapers during two preservation debates to bring the somewhat abstract concept of sustainability closer to the visitor.

CH7 
This event was directed at a broader audience than our Wednesday Specials. We showed the Swiss movie CH7, the first movie to be distributed under a Creative Commons license. A Creative Commons license means that only some rights are reserved by the directors and everybody is welcome to download the movie for free from the Internet. In addition to showing the movie, Markus Dapp gave some background information on Creative Commons licences and the open-source movement.

Tropical House visit
The Tropical House brings a bit of warmth to Switzerland, even if it is as freezing outside as it is right now. Inside, tropical fruits are cultivated. The heating needed to produce the tropical temperatures stems from a waste heat plant. We had the opportunity to visit and be guided through this innovative project and, of course, taste some of the fruit.
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 Julia Stahel
News from the Student Communities

Monday 25 April 2005, by Chaitra Chandrasekhar, Dorothy Zhang, Julia Stahel, Marina Stroganova, Ruri Hidano, Solmaz Jafari
Chalmers Students for Sustainability (CSS)

Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden
During the year, we have strengthened our contacts with the umbrella organisation Swedish Ecodemics and our sister organisation GUMF at Gothenburg University. We have joined an NGO coalition in a campaign against giant shrimp aquacultures and we have started collaboration with GUMF in a fair trade campaign.

We have met with Chalmers President Jan-Eric Sundgren, who suggested that we invite speakers from outside the University to present lectures for CSS members and assured us he would help in all possible ways for our Sustainable Campus project. CSS has also had meetings with other important actors at the University, such as the environmental coordinator, Jennica KjÃ¤llstrand. She agreed to help us for the Green Board project, which is the first step of our Sustainable Campus project.

CSS also have had contacts with a student community in Iran that is focused on sustainable development and is interested in joining the WSCSD.

Activities
Company visits
We have had several company visits this year for CSS members to strengthen our interaction with industry and to get exposure to their activities. CSS members visited SWECO, Shell, and GRYAB this year.

Presentations
CSS invited Walter Ernst to make a presentation on climate change at Chalmers. The event was opened to all interested individuals and advertised by Ekocentrum. Interest in this lecture helped launch the Climate Campaign as one of CSSâ€™s new projects.

CSS also had a presentation by one of the board members from Swedish Ecodemics about their activities and possible collaboration.

CSS Annual meeting and Presentation of Walter Ernst on Climate Change
The CSS Annual Meeting was held on 10 November. After the election of the new board, presentation of reports of the last year, and ratification of some revisions to the CSS charter, we were pleased to have a presentation about climate change (mentioned above).

Social events
Some CSS members have been participating in pub meetings with members of the Swedish Association for Nature Conservation (SNF), the largest environmental organization in Sweden.

Preparation for the 2005 Annual Meeting of the WSCSD
CSS members had several meetings to prepare and submit workshop proposals for the WSCSD Annual Meeting at MIT in March. We had two papers, three posters, and one workshop accepted, and also had a contribution in one of the WSCSD joint workshops. Ten people were chosen to participate in the WSCSD Annual Meeting as CSS representatives.

Projects and campaigns
Biodigestion project in India
This project is designed to address problems with waste management and to gain a sustainable source of electricity by using gases from digestion. We are trying to contact a student group in India to find ways to collaborate. We have applied for financial support for this project.

Sustainable Campus project
To decrease the environmental impact caused by universities, we discussed possible improvements we could implement at Chalmers, such as using recycled paper in copy machines, printing double-sided, and introducing mechanisms that automatically turn off lights. As routines vary from department to department, the first step of the project was to have CSS members investigate and report on the situation in their department and possible solutions that could be implemented. The next step was to set up display boards on sustainability in various departments at Chalmers. Every department has a green board representative to take care of updating the board and to coordinate with other departments.

Milk Package Campaign
Every morning, millions of Swedes read the small panels of text on milk packaging. The idea for the project - one that is well-received by one of the big companies in the industry - is to design a series of panels on a sustainable development theme, aiming to spread knowledge and creative thinking on environmentally-friendly activities. Some of CSSâ€™s new members will join the Milk Package Campaign team.

GÃ¶teborg 2050/GÃ¶teborg 2051
GÃ¶teborg 2050 is a project that has involved researchers, politicians, businesses, and the public to envision what the city could look like in a sustainable future? As part of this project, a group of young people have met four times since October 2004. CSS is represented by one facilitator and three participants in this group, and we will present the results to local politicians.

CSS Climate Campaign
The CSS Climate Campaign began by making contact with myclimate (an NPO in Switzerland) to get information on their Climate Tickets. During the CHARM days at the University (the largest industrial exhibition at Chalmers), CSS spoke with representatives from different companies and informed them about myclimateâ€™s Climate Tickets. In the next step, they are going to try to persuade Chalmers to buy Climate Tickets and get in contact with travel agencies in Gothenburg and inform them about the Climate Tickets. In collaboration with the Sustainable Campus group, they are preparing information to put up on green boards for students at Chalmers.

Fair Trade Campaign
A collaboration has just started with our sister organization at Gothenburg University to promote fair trade coffee in the universitiesâ€™ cafeterias and coffee machines.

Giant Shrimp Campaign
On 26 February, a coalition of environmental NGOs made a direct action campaign in Gothenburg to inform restaurants about the ecological and social problems created by unsustainable giant shrimp aquaculture. The aim is to stop the import of these shrimp and to force the industry to implement strong sustainability criteria.
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 Solmaz Jafari


UniPoly

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne (EPFL) and University of Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland
Since the new semester began in March, UniPoly has entered a busy period of lively work. Some of UniPolyâ€™s main initiatives are as follows:

2005 Annual Meeting of the WSCSD
UniPoly sent three members to the 2005 Annual Meeting of the WSCSD at MIT in mid-March. The UniPoly representatives presented a workshop on team-building that gave insight into some of the requirements of managing a team in which all members take an active part. Attendees were able to examine their strengths and reflect on the place they have in a team.

Fair Trade Exhibition
An exhibition on fair trade took place from 7-25 March. During the exhibition, we organized a lottery to encourage participation. The winner received a product imported on a fair trade basis.

Les lundis du dÃ©veloppement durable (Sustainable Development Mondays)
We invited Jean-Luc and Claude-Alain Rochat from Rolog Sarl, a local company that uses recycled materials to create household products, to give a lecture and answer questions on their products and services on 21 March. With the presentation of their products and their wide usage of different recycled materials, around 30 participants saw a slice of the possible future for the recycled material industry.

Astuces et Â« publications durables Â» (Tips on Sustainable Development)
We designed flyers for students that show tips compiled from different references on how they can be more â€œsustainableâ€ in their everyday lives. More than 3200 flyers of four kinds are being distributed at EPFL and the University of Lausanne.

Conference: Â« Lâ€™EPFL: un chemin durable face au dÃ©veloppement Â» (EPFL: A Sustainable Way of Facing Development)
On 6 April, which was declared â€œSustainable Development Day,â€ this event started with the EPFL Awards on the theme of Sustainable Development. The Sustainable Development â€“ Construction Award was won by Anne Dupraz and Nadia Carlevaro for their article â€œBetween Plots and Flats,â€ and the Sustainable Development â€“ System Award was won by David Rochat for â€œEvaluation of Different Scenarios of Garbage Treatment.â€

The conference began with a lecture by Beat BÃ¼rgenmeyer, the Director of the University Union Center for Human Ecology and Environmental Sciences of Geneva (Directeur du centre universitaire dâ€™Ã©cologie humaine et des sciences de lâ€™environnement de GenÃ¨ve). Mr. BÃ¼rgenmeyer gave a lecture entitled â€œGrowth, Sustainable Development, and Decline: Complements or Opponents?â€ (Croissance, dÃ©veloppement durable et dÃ©croissance: complÃ©ments ou opposants?) With his guidance, we looked back on the history of the development of international institutions and the history of the concept of sustainable development. We then learned about possible future approaches and what needs to be done in the near future.

After his lecture, Mr. BÃ¼rgenmeyer engaged in a debate with Giorgio Margatitondo, Vice-President of Education at EPFL, and Antonio Du Cunna, Professor of Geographical Science at the University of Lausanne. The debate was important because it gathered for the first time on the issue of sustainable development representatives from the universities that lie on the shores of Lake Geneva. We hope that this will foster inter-university exchanges on the issue of sustainable development.

UniPoly used this opportunity to invite students subscribe to its mailing list, so we hope to see growth in our membership.

Iâ€™m sure UniPoly will bring you new interesting stories, so stay with us and letâ€™s meet again in two monthsâ€™ time.
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 Dorothy Zhang


MIT Students for Sustainability (MIT SfGS)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA, USA
2005 Annual Meeting of the WSCSD
The 2005 Annual Meeting of the WSCSD was held at MIT from March 16-19. Seventy participants from all across the world came together to discuss issues related to sustainable development and the role of the WSCSD. We would like to thank our sponsors, participants, organizers and volunteers for making this a memorable Annual Meeting. A complete report of the meeting, along with papers and workshop reports from the meeting, will be published in the next issue of VISION.

StudioSus 
MIT has published its first edition of StudioSus. The publication was distributed to all the participants at the WSCSD Annual Meeting and some of the participants at the AGS Annual Meeting. The original idea was borrowed from [project21], which has published four editions to date. This is a true testament to the transfer of knowledge and ideas across the Student Communities of the WSCSD.

Earth Day preparations
Preparations for the Earth Day celebrations at MIT have begun in full swing. This is one of the main annual events of SfGS at MIT. There will be one main day of celebrations with activities ranging from bike repairs to a free plant exchange to a concert. This will be supported with other activities on days leading up to the main event, including a lecture series and movie screenings.
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 Chaitra Chandrasekhar


[project21]

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich (ETHZ) and University of ZÃ¼rich, ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland
Wednesday Specials
Our Wednesday Specials have been quite a success from the beginning, bringing about interesting discussions between our members and experts on different aspects of sustainabilty. The last one of last term was a special treat, though. We were able to invite Khenrab Gyamtso, one of the eight senior lecturers from the Dalai Lama medical school. He gave us insight into Tibetan medicine and pointed out where Western and Tibetan medicine could learn from one another. This Wednesday Special attracted far more people than just our members, so it was a good opportunity to promote [project21].

Die for Love
This project was aimed at making people aware that Valentineâ€™s Day flowers are not always being produced under romantic circumstances. With the term ending before Valentineâ€™s Day, we organized an event two weeks beforehand. We set up a mobile delivery for Max-Havelaar roses at the University of ZÃ¼rich and ETHZ. Our messengers brought roses to people in lectures or they could pick up a rose and a message that somebody left with us for them. During the project, we were able to give people information about what to watch out for if you wanted flowers that were produced under ecologically and socially responsible conditions. This event helped us not only to inform people, but also to make [project21] known around the University and at ETHZ.

[Studio!Sus]
We just released the fourth issue of [Studio!Sus]. This issue focuses on finance and sustainability and we called it simply Money, to catch peopleâ€™s attention. Article topics include regional currencies, CO2-certificate exchange, womenâ€™s businesses, and the risk of greenwashing. In the â€œGuideâ€ section we announced some upcoming lectures related to sustainability, gave students advice on how to organize their studies sustainably, and introduced [project21] and Seed, a student organization that helps to find sustainable topics for student assignments.
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 Julia Stahel


University of Tokyo Student Community (UTSC)

University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan
2005 WSCSD and AGS Annual Meetings
Seventeen students from the University of Tokyo attended the WSCSD Annual Meeting held at MIT in March, five of whom are originally from foreign countries. One of UTSCâ€™s main roles at the meeting was coordinating two workshops, entitled â€œCommunicating the Risks of Climate Changeâ€ and â€œSustainability at the University,â€ with cooperation from other Student Communities. These were based on the ongoing activities of UTSCâ€™s Working Groups. Although some difficulties were expected in these collaborations, the process turned out to be a truly valuable experience for all involved. Our future activities will reflect the results and what we learned from the process. We also contributed six posters for the Poster Session at the meeting, as well as one paper presentation.

Presentation of Master thesis
Master thesis presentations were made on 26 March by the students that received their degrees in March. The topics covered areas such as policy, anthropology, energy, and global warming. After each 15 minute-presentation, we had a short discussion across disciplines. Approximately 20 students joined the meeting.

Working Groups for 2005
The Climate Change, Water, and Sustainability Education Working Groups are active and hold regular meetings. The Environmental Policy Working Group, however, decided to halt its activity.

UTSC Executive Board
Some members of the 2004 Executive have graduated from UTSC in March. They are:

· Kazuhiro Shiojiri (Chairperson);

· Akiko Yano (Vice-chairperson, Coordinating Councilor);

· Kenta Kitsuka (IT);

· Yasuro Katsuyama (IT); and

· Taku Asano (Climate Change Working Group leader).

Candidacies for the new Executive Board are:

· Atsuko Terazono;

· Hatsumi Yano;

· Ruri Hidano;

· Yasuyuki Kato; and

· Yu Noda.

Since we have encountered a serious shortage of staff, we are recruiting students for the Executive Board. As a formula, one or two members from each Working Group will be invited to join the Executive Board. We expect a more lively exchange among the Working Groups with that system, as well. We are having our first meeting on 20 April to discuss critical subjects like the management policy of UTSC for 2005.

Expo 2005
Expo 2005, in Aichi, Japan, is being held from 25 March to 25 September with the theme of â€œNatureâ€™s Wisdom.â€ A new project has started that will create content for the Web site of the Japanese Pavilion (Cyber Nippon-kan, http://www.nippon-kan.jp/). This site is an official site created by the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry. The Ministry appreciated our general activities and proposed that we cooperate by offering our perspectives on sustainability. We intend to make an English version and will ask you, the readers of VISION, to join this event by contributing your ideas. Please keep an eye out for this!
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 Ruri Hidano


St. Petersburg Students for Sustainability (SSS)

St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, St. Petersburg, Russia
Yesterday, in the Polytechnic . . . today, in Boston . . . tomorrow, in a sustainable future?
SSS continues to work on its project â€œOutreach to English-speaking Countries.â€ In February, we arranged lectures on Australia for Alexandrovsky Lyceum, School 78 in St. Petersburg (the school where Konstantin studied), and St. Petersburg State Polytechnical University. The lectures were delivered with the help of Damian Mitchell of Sydney, Australia, a friend of Konstantin from Camp America.

In March, the Annual Meeting of the WSCSD was held at MIT in Cambridge, MA, USA, under the topic â€œBeyond Brundtland.â€ SSS members Konstantin Vasilyev, Marina Stroganova, and Maria Shilina travelled to the meeting, joining students from all over the world. (Those who were invited to the Annual Meeting had all or part of their travel and hotel expenses covered.) The WSCSD unites student groups from MIT; Chalmers University of Technology; the University of Tokyo; the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Lausanne and the University of Lausanne; the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - ZÃ¼rich and the University of ZÃ¼rich; and St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University. Every year, we, students worldwide, gather together to share our research, to make efforts related to sustainable development, and to share insights and project ideas.

From among all the paper and workshop proposals for the Annual Meeting, the WSCSD accepted a paper by Maria Shilina (â€œOil Transportationâ€ ) and a workshop by Mikhail Kalyabin (more details on Mikhailâ€™s workshop can be found here). Paper and workshop topics varied from how to enhance communication at universities on sustainable development planning, to how to effectively communicate the potential impacts of climate change. Some presenters focused on reducing pollution, while some viewed educating others to influence mass behaviour.

Among the official events at the Annual Meeting, we would particularly like to note the signing of the WSCSDâ€™s new Charter and the creation of its Executive Board. The next Annual Meeting will take place at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology. All you need is to become an active member of SSS (or one of the other Student Communities) or to submit a paper. The theme of the next Annual Meeting will be announced shortly.

Donâ€™t hesitate to visit http://www.wscsd.org or to ask questions to studentcommunity@mail.ru. Itâ€™s up to you!

We look forward to hearing from those who think globally, believe in social justice, and agree with the principles of sustainable development.
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 Marina Stroganova
News from the Executive Board

Changes to the Structure of the WSCSD

Tuesday 26 April 2005, by Aaron Holdway
As of the 2005 Legislative Meeting of the WSCSD at MIT in March, the WSCSD has a new structure.

The Councilors ratified a new Charter at the Legislative Meeting, produced so that the WSCSD can register as a non-profit organization in Switzerland and thus raise funds for its activities. To qualify for this status, the WSCSD’s new Charter had to establish an Executive Board for the organization. This has precipitated the dissolution of the Coordinating Council, whose functions are now divided between the Councilors from each Student Community and the Executive Board.

Essentially, in this new structure the Councilors determine the general direction the WSCSD will follow and the Executive Board works toward these goals. In other words, the Councilors make the important decisions, but the Executive Board carries out the day-to-day work.

The WSCSD Councilors for 2005-2006 are as follows:

· For CSS: Solmaz Jafari and Alfi Soemardji 

· For MIT SfGS: Elke Hodson and Chaitra Chandrasekhar 

· For [project21]: Catherine Lippuner and Cristian KÃ¶pfli 

· For SSS: Kostya Vassiliev and Marina Stroganova 

· For Unipoly: Dorothy Zhang and Christion Albrecht 

· For UTSC: Hatsumi Yano and Francisco Contreras 

The WSCSD Executive Board for 2005-2006, as voted by the Councilors at the Legislative Meeting, consists of the following members (in alphabetical order):

· Aaron Holdway

· Alexander Poelstra

· Catherine Lippuner

· Elke Hodson

· Francisco Contreras 

· FrÃ©dÃ©ric Grandjean

· Hatsumi Yano

· Marina Stroganova 

· Solmaz Jafari

Executive Board members do not represent Student Communities; this is the function of Councilors. Thus, the Executive Board does not contain an allocated number of positions for each Student Community. Some individuals serve both as a Councilor and as a member of the Executive Board, but it is important to note that these two positions are separate.

The head of the 2005-2006 Executive Board, and thus the new President of the WSCSD, is Aaron Holdway.

The Councilors are currently undertaking the process of amending and ratifying the 2005-2006 goals for the WSCSD that were discussed at the Legislative Meeting. These goals will be published in the next issue of VISION.

The Executive Board welcomes any questions or comments on the above and can be reached at eb@wscsd.org.
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 Aaron Holdway, President, WSCSD; School of Policy Studies, Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada

UniPoly Updates 2005

Tuesday 29 November 2005, by Dorothy Zhang
UniPoly students community continues with its activities. Here are a few updates.

Having passed a new semester, UniPoly has new initiatives:
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 A special group of recruitment is built for further promote UniPoly on the campus of University of Lausanne and EPFL. More students are coming to join in this dynamic community!
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 â€œComptoir Suisseâ€ project is going on with support from the faculties of EPFL. The school has given the students involving in this project academic credits and the students interested in the organisation of this event can benefit from this attractive academic interest.
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 A new project is now being brewed. Students interested in different themes will gather together and organise small workshops under various themes from the discussion of local issues to international concerns.
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 â€œS-DEV Geneva 05â€ ,Unipoly takes part! S-Dev is another name of the event â€œInternational Platform on Sustainable Urban Developmentâ€ organised and supported by the Swiss Agency of Development and Cooperation SDC, the Geneva Canton government, with the collaboration with UNEP, UNDP, WWF, WBCSD, etc., on 11-13 October 2005, in Geneva Switzerland. UniPoly, the only student association presented in this event, had a stand in this unique event and many of the UniPoly members were offered the opportunities to participate in the global high level seminars and workshops during this event.
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 â€œLundi du DDâ€ ( â€œMondays of Sustainable Developmentâ€ ) has new areas of discussions. The latest one is about the free software â€“ â€œthe GNU project: 4 fundamental freedomsâ€ , on 7 Nov 2005.
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 â€œForum EPFLâ€ is one yearly event of EPFL which links the enterprises and the students together. At this occasion, UniPoly has co-organised with â€œForum EPFLâ€ for a seminar focusing on business ethics.
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 Seminar on global Petrol issues: UniPoly invited professional journalist from â€œLe Tempsâ€ , one of the biggest Swiss news agencies, for the discussion of the future prospective of the world energy issue.

[image: image217.png]


 Cleaning the river Sorges: at the beginning of this term, UniPoly members organised the cleaning of the river Sorges.
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 Visit the national natural reserve: Grangettes. Around ten of UniPoly members participated in this visit and had one weekend in the natural reserve of Grangettes next to a small village â€œVilleneuveâ€ .
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 The General Assembly of Unipoly of year 2005 - 2006 is held on 30 November.
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 Call for papers for WSCSD : UniPoly has sent emails with â€œCall for paperâ€ initiative for WSCSD Annual Meeting 2006 to contacts of Geneva, Vaud, Neuchatel, Bern, Fribourg cantons of Switzerland.

For learn more about UniPoly activities, we invite you to visit our website : www.unipoly.ch
Di Zhang, UniPoly, Lausanne, Switzerland

The VISION Editorial Board

Thursday 5 January 2006, by Shan Riku
Madelaine Hamilton
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Madelaine Hamilton
Madelaine Hamilton is currently finishing her BA in International Development Studies at McGill University in MontrÃ©al, Canada. Her passion is working on youth-led action projects, namely the creation of an international network called World Youth Citizens, and giving workshops on sustainable development, the Millennium Development Goals and human rights issues. She joined VISION with excitement to use her skills from previous work on the McGill International Review, and to work with an editorial board from around the world. Madelaine is an avid tea-drinker.

Faisal Ibney Hai
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Faisal Ibney Hai
Faisal Ibney Hai, a Bangladeshi PhD student in the Urban Engineering Department of the University of Tokyo, is currently conducting research on industrial wastewater treatment. The drive behind joining VISION roots from his passion for sustainability-related activities with which he has been involved since his undergraduate studies in Bangladesh. His favorite pastime is watching cricket on TV.

Simon Schneebeli
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Simon Schneebeli
Simon Schneebeli works currently on construction waste recycling at EcoServices SA in Geneva and additionnally as general secretary of Usine 21, a platform for innovation and research in sustainability based in Lausanne, Switzerland. He graduated in civil engineering from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne, Switzerland, specialising in urban transportation. As a student, he was a founding member of Unipoly and chair of the Communication Committee of the World Student Community for Sustainable Development. Communicating is one of his passions, which is why he is still maintaining the webpage of the WSCSD. If not working on any webpages or writing e-mails, Simon is probably riding his bicycle or walking somewhere exploring nature.

Nitin Tanwar
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Nitin Tanwar
Nitin Tanwar is a senior year civil engineering student at Punjab Engineering College, Chandigarh, India. He is deeply involved in active research in the field of sustainable development focusing on energy, environment and social issues. A 2004 YES alumni, he enjoys mountain biking and exploring isolated places!

Nour T. Dar Tawil
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Nour Tawil
Nour T. Dar Tawil is a Palestinian from Jerusalem. She is now in the final stages of finishing her Master’s Degree in International Relations. She has developed an interest in sustainable development due to the de-developed situation of her country. That is why she has participated in two courses in Switzerland; one in Braunwald 2003 and one in Engelberg in 2004. Prior to that she was selected to participate in a course on post-conflict rehabilitation and development. Currently, Nour is working as a Project Coordinator for the Culture Sector in the UNESCO Office in Ramallah. She is exposed now to on-hands developemnt experiences of the Palestinian society, mainly in terms of education and culture. By joining VISION as a co-editor, she aspires to bring Palestinian developmental concerns to the surface.

Dorothy Zhang
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Dorothy Zhang
Dorothy Zhang is a Maths student at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL) and a member of UniPoly. Having studied three years in business administration in Geneva, she changed to a major in Maths, seeking more inspiration on creation from the basis. On environmental issues, she participated in the Global Youth Reporters Program initiated by IUCN (World Conservation Union) and Reuters Foundation in 2000, and worked as a youth reporter on global environmental issues during the 3rd World Conservation Congress in 2000. She completed an internship at the United Nations office in Geneva in 2001 and the International Road Transport Union in 2005. Actively thinking on sustainability issues, her domain of interest is on social, economical and conservation issues towards sustainability.

Marina Rudolfovna Stroganova
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Marina Rudolfovna Stroganova
As a student of Saint Petersburg State Polytechincal University, Marina is pursuing her Master’s Degree in "Social Management". Her first social work experience - and the difficulties involved in it - gave her insight into the problems of the social security system of present-day Russia. Joining the WSCSD as representative of Saint Petersburg Students for Sustainability (SSS), she participated in the 2005 WSCSD Annual Meeting in Boston, an experience that allowed her to get a broad understanding of sustainability: Although there is a general approach, it is a constantly changing field depending even on one’s personality. It is also a process of continuous learning, critical analysis and research that one day may bring us closer to her dream of social equity.

Aaron Holdway
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Aaron Holdway
Aaron (right, in the accompanying photo) studied Chemistry at Queen’s University in Canada and now works at Queen’s as a researcher in the School of Policy Studies. (Phoebus, left, studied Upholstery Destruction and now works at decreasing the resale potential of Aaron’s furniture.) In the fall Aaron (and Phoebus) will be moving to Oxford to begin an MSc program in Nature, Society, and Environmental Policy. Aaron began working with the WSCSD after the 2004 Annual Meeting in Gothenburg, when he became the editor of VISION, the e-journal of the WSCSD. The following year, Aaron served as the president of the WSCSD. Aaron continues to offer periodic advice to the VISION Editorial Board.

Morie Alpha
Morie Alpha graduated with a BSc(Hons) in Environmental Sciences form Njala University College in 2003. He attended the YES in 2002 as a student and 2004 as a facilitator and was a member of the African YES working group in 2005. He has been with "Vision" since 2003. His current interest of study and research is African leadership and sustainablilty. Other personal interest are film making and music.
